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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This Report concerns an area of land to the rear of Main Street, Calderbank, and seeks to have it 
declared surplus to the requirements of Planning and Development. Details are also given of a 
proposed residential development affecting the land. 

2. DETAILS OF THE SITE AND NEIGHBOURING COUNCIL LAND 

The land in question is highlighted on the attached plan. Extending to 0.387 ha (0.956 acre), 
site generally falls from Main Street to the south east. It is understood that environmental 
improvement works were undertaken on the ground several years ago and now contains a natural 
vegetation. 

The Council own the land to the north and south east of the area in question and it is intended that 
this will be used in association with the development of the Brownsburn Golf Course. Indeed, the 
land required for the golf course has been transferred to MDC Developments Ltd (a Company 
wholly owned by the Council). Legal Services have examined this title deed and it is quite clear 
that the subject area is excluded from the MDC Developments Ltd’s title. 

Calderbank Primary School is located on Main Street, although it is remote from the above areas. 

3.  CONSULTATIONS 

The Head of Sport & Recreation advises that the subject area borders the proposed golf course 
development, but does not interfere with the project. 

The Divisional Planning Office advise that the subject area is part of a larger area zoned for 
residential use on the Local Plan. 
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4. SL HOMES/CENTRAL MOTORS (CALDERBANK) 

SL Homes Ltd have a conditional legal bargain with a subsidiary of Central Motors (Calderbank) 
Ltd to acquire the residential development opportunity. 

Following a request by the developer for a deed of servitude for drainage works over other 
Council land to serve the proposed development, it came to light that part of the development site 
may belong to the Council, i.e. the subject area. A title has been located for the ground and Legal 
Services are currently considering a search to establish beyond doubt that the land, which was 
acquired in 1964, has not been subsequently sold on. 
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SL Homes Ltd and Central Motors (Calderbank) Ltd are now both aware that the Council appear 
to hold title to a portion of the development site. 

5. ACTIONPLAN 

Working on the assumption that the subject area is owned by the Council, a decision needs to be 
taken on what should be done with the ground. 

The first step must be to have the land declared surplus. With no real opportunity for other service 
departments beyond Planning & Leisure Services to make use of the land, both of whom have 
already expressed their views, there seems no good reason to discount a sale to SL Homes Ltd for 
residential development. In recognition of the golf course project, the ground would become land 
locked, therefore open tendering would be wholly inappropriate. 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that:- 

(1) The Subcommittee note the situation which has arisen. 

(2) Legal Services continue with their investigations to determine beyond all reasonable doubt 
that the land is still in the Council's ownership. 

(3) Planning and Development officially declare the subject area surplus to operational 
requirements. 

(4) Providing no other Council Department express an interest in the ground following its 
inclusion in a future bulletin of available property, the Head of Economic Development & 
Property be empowered to enter into negotiations with SL Homes Ltd relative to the sale of 
the land for residential development, subject to the outcome of such negotiations being 
reported back to this Subcommittee for approval. 
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