
TO: PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT (BUILDINGS & 
PROPERTY) SUBCOMMITTEE 

' 

FROM: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

DATE: 22 SEPTEMBER REF: WP/FF/S 1790249 
1998 (HOC567) 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

SUBJECT: 

VACANT FLATS AT 199,201 & 

PROPOSED SALE 
203 ST, MOTHERWELL 

To consider the sale of 3 vacant flats and a small area of unused Council land on Merry Street, 
Motherwell. 

2. BACKGROUND 

The 3 flats in question form part of a larger stone tenement, which is generally in a state of 
disrepair and continues to deteriorate. Until fairly recently, part of the building was still used by 
James Y Weir & Company, for office purposes although following the death of Mr David Weir, 
the entire building has lain empty. 

Motherwell District Council began discussions with the late David Weir around 1990 with the 
view that he acquire the 3 flats and so secure control of the entire building and associated land 
holding. Whilst he did express an interest in acquiring the Council's properties, no sale ever 
resulted. Following his death, discussions with his Trustees have revolved around 2 options, 
ie (a) a direct sale of the 3 flats to the Trustees or (b) some form of joint disposal. In total, the 
overall site which is owned by both parties extends to 0.28 acre or thereby although a sizeable 
portion of the back lying ground is not common land associated with the tenement but was 
exclusively owned by Mr Weir. This meant that there was never any real point in the Council 
advertising the 3 flats for sale on their own as no-one could ever have done anything with them 
without the full co-operation of Mr Weir. 

e In addition to the 3 flats, it is also proposed that a very small triangular area of ground in front of 
the tenement is also sold on to regulate land ownership. This area is owned by the Council by 
virtue of an adjoining feu, but was not sold when the sitting tenants at 205 and 207 Merry Street 
acquired their Council houses. 

3. DISPOSAL AGREEMENT 

In July 1998, it was provisionally agreed with agents representing the Trustees of David Weir that 
the entire site was worth &25,000 allowing for the demolition of the derelict tenement. The 
Council's portion of this estimated value was considered to be &6,000. 

It was further agreed that there would be nothing to stop the Trustees promoting the sale of their 
interest, with reference to the fact that the Council also owned 3 flats within the tenement. In the 
event that they could secure an offer in excess of &25,000, then any uplift over that figure would be 
apportioned between the parties with the Council receiving 25% thereof. Due allowance would 
however require to be taken for advertising costs. 

The/ 
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The Trustees have advertised the site locally, generating a number of bids covering a variety of 
land uses, and including any number of conditional items such as statutory consents andor grant 
assistance. The Trustees have chosen to accept one of the cleanest offers, which is really 
unconditional on any of the usual statutory consents, etc. 

Given the level of the offer received, the Council can expect to receive S10,775, before advertising 
costs, which are estimated to be in the order of S255. 

4. BUILDING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1959, SECTION 13 NOTICE 

The Building Control Division within Planning and Development served a Section 13 Notice on 
19 August 1998 requiring the removal of all unstable stonework, ie chimney pots and taking 
suitable steps to banicade the entrance to the pend close. As the majority owner, the Trustees 
accepted the task of undertaking the remedial works in order to remove the dangerous building 
notice which had been served. These works have now been undertaken, and whilst the final cost 
has still to be determined, it looks likely that the Council's liability will amount to around &1,500. 
This cost will require to be incurred regardless of whether or not any sale transaction proceeds. 

5. RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the 3 flats at 199, 201 and 203 Merry Street together with a small 
triangular area of land on Merry Street, Motherwell be sold to the Trustees of David Weir or their 
nominees based on the terms and conditions detailed herein. 

All other terns and conditions to be adjusted by the Head of Economic Development & Property 

~ T A N ~ E Y  COOK 
Director of Planning & Development 
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