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Purpose of Report 

This Report is in response to this subject which was raised by the Airdrie & Villages Forum at their 
meeting of December 2004. 

Disabled Parking Bays in Residential Areas 

One of the ways in which the Council provides for the needs of disabled people is through the 
provision of advisory disabled person's parking bays in residential areas. This service is provided 
jointly by the Planning and Environment and Social Work Departments. The parking bays are areas 
of carriageway marked out in white lining and denoted for parking by vehicles displaying a 'blue 
badge'. As the bays are not covered by a Traffic Order, their use is not enforceable by law and 
hence the reason they are termed advisory. 

There are very good reasons why spaces have so far been and should continue to be provided on an 
advisory basis. First and foremost, bays can be designated quickly without the need to invoke 
statutory procedures. The other main reason relates to the issue of enforcement. Generally the 
problem the bays are intended to resolve is one of parking in the evening and at weekends when 
parking is at a premium. However, these tend to be the times when statutory parking restrictions do 
not apply and when the Police are least able to enforce regulations. 

It should be noted that whilst the spaces are provided at the request of individual members of the 
public and will be located to suit them, the spaces remain part of the public parking provision. The 
spaces may therefore be used by any vehicle displaying a blue badge. 

Off-street Car Parks 

Firstly, the Blue Badge Scheme applies only to on-street parking. This is stated quite clearly in the 
guidance issued to Blue Badge Holders when they apply for a badge. Nevertheless, many operators 
of car parks use the "wheelchair" symbol to designate spaces for use by disabled customers. This 
applies to private operators such as superstores and to local authorities. It is, however, up to 
operators as to how they interpret and enforce any such provision. Generally speaking, the Council 
seeks to have such spaces provided on a 1 space in 25 basis. 

Whilst private owners have full control over the way private parking spaces are managed (including 
any charges), local authorities are required to promote a Traffic Regulation Order under the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act, 1984. The procedures are prescribed by Parliament and it typically takes up 
to 18 months to complete the process. The longer time scales apply if there are objections to resolve 
and this is almost invariably the case with parking regulations. There are no Traffic Orders for those 
car parks that the Council controls in and around Airdrie town centre. 

The consideration of such a provision would require a change in Council policy and would likely need 
to be in conjunction with a charging scheme. 
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On-Street Parking Spaces for The Disabled 

Airdrie Town Centre - There are 4 designated parking bays on the south side of that section of 
Graham Street between Buchanan Street and Broomknoll Street. The use of the spaces is 
controlled by means of a Traffic Order and is, therefore, enforceable by the police and traffic 
wardens. Up to an additional 8 controlled spaces are being considered on Bank Street as part of the 
continuing town centre environmental works. 

Enforcement of Blue Badge Spaces 

Strathclyde Police do not enforce regulations in any off- street car park in their area. This also 
applies to the warden service, Thus, irrespective of whether there were any Traffic Orders in place, 
neither the Police nor the wardens would enforce them. The council would have to employ its own 
officers. 

One of the issues regarding enforcement of the use of Blue Badges is checking whether the Blue 
Badge Holder is present at some stage during the journey. The badge is only required to be 
displayed in the windscreen of the car and this means that any enforcement officer can only see who 
issued the badge and whether the badge is still valid in terms of expiry date. New powers were 
introduced on 1 st January 2004 to allow the Police and the warden service to require the badge to be 
produced for inspection of the photograph inside. However, again these powers apply only to 
enforcement of on-street parking. They do not apply off-street. 

Recommendation 

Committee is asked to note the contents of this Report. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act : for further information please contact John McDonald at 
01 236 81 2368. 


