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Purpose of Report 

This report updates members on progress with the re-opening of the Airdrie-Bathgate rail 
link. 

Background 

The Central Scotland Transport Corridor Study (CSTCS), commissioned by the Scottish 
Executive, considered a range of transport projects serving communities lying along the A8 
and A80 travel corridors. A key project identified in the CSTCS study was the re-opening of 
the Airdrie-Bathgate railway. Funding was subsequently given to West Lothian Council to 
progress detailed studies in relation to the project. The results of the technical feasibility 
study were reported to the Roads and Transportation sub Committee on 11 August 2004. 

The technical study confirmed that the rail service identified within the CSTCS could be 
delivered. It demonstrated that four trains an hour could be run from the west of Glasgow 
through Glasgow Queen St (low level), Airdrie, Bathgate with a final destination of 
Edinburgh Waverley. Passenger journey times have been estimated at 27mins for Airdrie- 
Edinburgh Waverley and 63mins for Edinburgh Waverley to Glasgow Queen St. 

The cost of reinstating the railway line is estimated to be in the region of €190-€225 million 
including contingencies. This would represent significant transport investment by the 
Scottish Executive in North Lanarkshire. With this in mind, the Executive require such 
projects be the subject of detailed analysis under Scottish Transport Appraisal Guide 
(STAG) procedures. 

Having completed the technical feasibility study, the next stage is therefore to appoint 
consultants to take forward the detail design, plus appoint a separate firm of consultants to 
consider the economic activity and location impacts of re-opening the line - referred to as 
an EALI. This will consider the extent of the positive effects outlined above and estimate 
their net contribution to the Scottish economy. 

The overall scheme is being controlled by a steering group with representation from North 
Lanarkshire Council, West Lothian Council, Strathclyde Passenger Transport (SPT), 
Transport Initiatives Edinburgh (TIE), and the Scottish Executive. A formal pre-qualification 
process and a subsequent detailed tendering and presentation by the selected consultants 
has taken place. The preferred consultant is due to be formally appointed early January 
2005. The selected consultant will be responsible for preparing the detailed design; taking 
forward the next stage of the consultation process; preparing the Bill for the scheme for 
submission to the Scottish Ministers; assisting the Bills passage through the Scottish 
Parliament; preparing the final scheme and tender documentation; and site supervision of 
the physical construction works. 
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The re-opening of the line is currently programmed for late 2008. However, it should be 
noted that any delays or other major influences during any of the stages noted above could 
potentially have an impact on the actual opening date, pushing the opening back until 2009. 

Committee should note that they will have an opportunity to meet with the consultants 
during the next stage of the scheme (the formalisation of the design)(which will be during 
the first half of 2005) and will have a number of opportunities to make representations 
about any aspect. During this consultation phase it is proposed that public meetings would 
be held, in a similar manner to those recently carried out during the Technical Feasibility 
study. There would also be an opportunity to make representations, or register objections 
to any unresolved issues, during the formal Bill process, which is expected to be from, 
approximately, mid-2005 to mid-2006. 

Economic Activity and Location Impact Study (EALI) 

Re-establishing this rail-line will have benefits for North Lanarkshire and the city regions of 
Glasgow and Edinburgh including: 
0 improved opportunities for North Lanarkshire residents to commute to 

Glasgow/Edinburgh 
0 provision of a viable alternative to travel by private car leading to reduction in road 

traffic growth and congestion, 
0 improved transport links EasVWest, 
0 enhancing the potential of sites previously considered commercially redundant, and 

increasing the attractiveness of North Lanarkshire as a place in which to live, locate 
business and work. 

These and other related issues will be considered in the EALl analysis. Consultants have 
been appointed, are currently in the process of carrying out the EALl study, and have 
carried out consultations with a number of appropriate bodies. The process is being 
controlled by a steering group with representation from North Lanarkshire Council, West 
Lothian Council, Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire, Scottish Enterprise Edinburgh and 
Lothian and the Scottish Executive. 

4 Sustainability Implications 

4.1 

5. 

5.1 

The re-establishment of the rail line i s  consistent with Council and Government policies 
to  promote sustainable transport modes. If and when the project is implemented, it will 
help the Council to meet its obligations under the Road Traffic Reduction Act. The project 
will also contribute to achieving objectives outlined within the Council’s sustainability index, 
including : 

Improving transport links between centres of population and employment sites, 
Increasing employment opportunities for local people, 
Locating development in areas easily accessed by public transport 

Corporate Considerations 

The Economic and Location Impact study is expected to be completed by the end of this 
financial year. The cost of the study will be approximately f40k, with the Council’s 
contribution (a quarter of the costs) being met from existing Planning and Transportation 
resources. The re-opening of the line will contribute positively to the Council’s social 
inclusion and economic regeneration objectives; these were reported in more detail at the 
meeting of the Economic Regeneration Committee in January 2005. 
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6.0 Recommendation 

6.1 Committee is asked to note the contents of this report 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to information Act: for further information please contact David McDove at 01236 
81 2368 
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