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To : PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
(Transportation and Development Sub-Committee) 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

AGENDA ITEM NO. e r a s - i h  5 

Subject: 

SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL SERVICE, 
PROVISION FOR NURSERY CHILDREN 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Date: 18 February 1998 

REPORT 

Ref D/TT/7 1/43/JM 

Purpose of Report 

a 1. To bring to the attention of Committee a request for an extension to the School Crossing Patrol 
(SCP) provision which could have major resource implications for the Council. 

Background 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

The Department of Planning and Development has recently received a request from the Head 
Teacher and the School Board of a local Primary School. This request relates to the extension of 
times at which the SCP operates in the morning, at lunch-time and in the afternoon to accommodate 
pre-5s travelling to/fiom nursery school. 

At the meeting on 30 October 1996, Committee agreed to criteria for assessing (and re-assessing) 
whether a SCP was justified. These criteria are based on the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
which does not define the age of “children” who may legally be crossed by SCPs nor the type of 
school which they attend. The Department of Transport (now DETR) view has been that SCPs may 
legally stop traffic for children of any age and for any type of school, including nursery schools, 
play groups and any other educational institution that provides education or instruction to children 
from no predetermined minimum age. 

With the above in mind, it is reasonable that a request for nursery provision is made. However, the 
extensions proposed to mornings, lunch-times and afternoons are less than the 60 minute period 
which is used to assess the need for provision of a patrol. Any count over a 60 minute period would 
be influenced by children leaving the primary school. 

As reported to Committee on 7 January 1998, there are several outstanding requests for both SCP 
assessments and re-assessments which require substantial staff resources to assess. Further requests 
for extensions to existing SCP provision for nursery schools will place an additional burden on 
already limited resources. 

If a decision was taken to extend cover when requested without a fbrther assessment of the situation, 
there would be implications for this Department’s budget. At present the Education Department 
provides pre-5 nursery education at 40 primary schools. These schools are serviced by 92 existing 
SCPs. If it is assumed that the 92 existing SCPs have their cover extended by 64% as per the 
request which has been made, the additional cost to the Department for this level of provision is 
estimated to be $276,324 per annum. This cost is based on the cost of &1,100,000 for provision of 
the existing SCP service. 
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7. As well as the 40 pre-5 facilities within existing schools there are 16 stand-alone pre-5 
establishments, 10 of which are 52 week establishments. 

8. Finally, in considering the matter, it should be noted that the responsibility for ensuring the safety of 
children travelling to and from school is, and must remain, a parental one. 

Recommendation 

9. Committee should note that:- 

(a) The Government view is that SCPs may legally stop traffic for children going to/fiom 
nursery school; 

(b) The Council's currently adopted criteria are unsuitable to assess independently the need for 
a SCP to cross nursery children; 

(c) Pre-school children are always accompanied to/fi-om school; 

(d) Extension of the SCP service to cover existing nursery provision could involve a 24% 
increase in expenditure for which no provision has been made in the Departments Service 
Plan, and 

(e) There is potential for further budget increases if requests are received from stand-alone pre- 
5 nursery schools. 

10. Committee is asked to consider whether it wishes to extend the cover provided by the School 
Crossing Patrol service to include nursery children bearing in mind the budgetary implications. 

G Stanley C. Cook 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

6 Febmarv 1998 

'For further mformation please contact John Marran on 01236 616253. 




