
t 

Y 

To: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT (TRANSPORT 
AND DEVELOPMENT SUB COMMITTEE) 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

1 

Subject: 

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT STRATEGY FOR 
LOCAL & REGIONAL AUTHORITIES 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

1 Date: 1 April 1998 1 Ref IGLLMcW I 
Pumose of Report 

. 3 The purpose of this report is to advise members of the publication by the European Union 
Committee of the Regions of recommendations regarding the development of a sustainable transport 
strategy for local authorities. 

Background 

2. At the meeting on 19 November 1997, the Planning and Development Committee authorised the 
attendance by Councillor Shaw and the Head of Planning and Transportation at a seminar on City 
Mobility convened on behalf of the European Union Committee of the Regions and held in the 
Guildhall, London. North Lanarkshire Council was the only Scottish local authority represented at 
the seminar but the significance of the event can now be demonstrated in the publication of a Draft 
Opinion and a Draft Resolution by the Committee of the Regions at a plenary session on the 12/13 
March and received via COSLA. 

Main Report 

3. The papers come at an opportune moment relative to the development of the Government proposals 
for an integrated transport strategy in the UK. It is also interesting that as highlighted in the response 
of this Council to the Government White Paper, the Committee of the Regions have identified the 
fbndamental role of local authorities in developing and implementing an integrated transport 
strategy. 

4. The Draft Opinion is a reflection of the discussion at a series of events and seminars held during 
1997 in Valencia, Innsbruck, Norrkoping, Bonn, Athens and London. Some of these addressed 
specific issues such as transport in the Baltic Sea area (Norrkoping) and in South-east Europe 
(Athens). The London event was, however, very germane to the development of integrated land- 
use/transportation policies in North Lanarkshire. 
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5 .  The draft document which was discussed in the Guildhall outlined 10 principles which it was 
considered should guide the development of transport strategy in Europe.These are summarised in 
the Draft Resolution as follows (wording as per the draft document amplified, where appropriate, in 
italics):- 

Subsidiarity 

Since it is advisable to solve transport problems at the level best suited for that purpose, the 
EU’s regions and localities must be involved more closely in devising measures and 
solutions. Regional dverences must be taken into account when transport policy is 
determined at national and Communi@ level and differentiated measures will be required 
lfequality in level of service is to be achieved. 

Improving the quality of life 

Transport policy should attach at least just as much importance to quality of life, citizens’ 
freedom and environmental protection as it does to the economic objectives it serves. 

Pan-European transport infrastructure 

The various modes of transport require an adequate and effective structure both within the 
EU and as regards its connections with third countries. Priority must be given within t h i s  
structure to the more environmentally-compatible modes of transport such as the railways or 
shipping. These should be able to make use of cross-subsidising from tax revenue on other, 
less environmentally-friendly, modes. As the EU enlarges, so the nature and quality of the 
links between member states needs to be improved. 

Payment of full costs 

Apart from its internal costs, whch may be passed on, each mode of transport must also be 
gradually made to pay its external andior social costs. In the case of goods transport, the 
principle of the shortest route should be enforced by using costs as a regulatory instrument. 

Sustainability 

Transport policy calls for the development of a sustainable, environmentally-compatible 
transport system which satisfies social, economic, environmental and safety needs and helps 
to bridge the social and economic differences between regions. 

Quality of transport 

Safety and reliability as well as accessibility and affordability are sine qua nons for 
transport users and clients in both the passenger and goods transport sectors. 

Competition and efficiency 

Measures taken with regard to transport structures and the handling of transport operations 
must help to improve the competitive position and efficiency of the transport system. This 
concerns, for example, the liberalisation of rail transport and the associated opening-up of 
the network. 
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(h) Closeness to the citizen 

The public’s acceptance of individual transport projects is of vital importance. Closeness to 
the citizen therefore means that transport policy decisions must take account of the interests 
and expectations of ordinary people (consumers, transport users and other interested parties) 
ie democratic accountability. 

(i) Intermodality 

An optimum transport system depends on the ability and willingness of the different modes 
to cooperate at local, regional, natural and European level. 

(j) Intelligent technology 

Since modem technology helps to make better use of existing infrastructure capacity and to 
improve safety levels, it is necessary to exploit the systems already available and to promote 
and press ahead with R&D. 

.Recommendations 

6 .  Members are asked to note:- 

(a) the publication by the Commitee of the Regions of two key documents relating to the 
development of transport strategy in Europe. 

(b) that the matter of transport strategy will be the subject of further reports over the next year. 

Stanley C. Cook 
fd DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

23 March 1998 

.For further information please contact Grahame Lawson on 0 1236 6 16202. 

Background papers: 

(1) Draft Opinion of the Committee of the Regions on 

A Sustainable Transport Strategy for Local and Regional Authorities and the European Union 

(2) Draft Resolution of the Committee of the Regions on 

European Charter of Regional and Local Authorities for a Progressive and Sustainable 
Transport Policy 




