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Motherwell, 1 April 1998 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the PLANNING  AND  DEVELOPMENT 
(TRANSPORT  AND  DEVELOPMENT)  SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Wilson, Convener; Councillors Combe, Coyle, Craigie, Gilchrist, Gray, Holloway, McGhee, 
McKendrick, Moran and Pentland. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor Wilson (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Committee Services Officer and Head of Planning and Transportation. 
 
ALSO  IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
Chief Inspector Clydesdale, Strathclyde Police. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Gormill and Wallace. 
 
 
SUSTAINABLE  TRANSPORT  STRATEGY  FOR  LOCAL  AND  REGIONAL  AUTHORITIES 
 
1. There was submitted a report dated 23 March 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development (1) 

advising Members of the publication by the European Union Committee of the Regions of (a) the Draft 
Opinion on a Sustainable Transport Strategy for Local and Regional Authorities and the European 
Union, and (b) the Draft Resolution on a European Charter of Local and Regional Authorities for a 
Progressive and Sustainable Transport Policy, and (2) containing his observations thereon. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the publication by the European Union Committee of the Regions of the two key documents 

relating to the development of Transport Strategy in Europe be noted, and 
 

(2) that further reports on this matter be submitted by the Director of Planning and Development to 
future meetings of the Sub-Committee. 

 
 
 
DISABILITY  DISCRIMINATION  ACT  1995  -  THE  GOVERNMENT’S  PROPOSALS  FOR  BUSES  AND  
COACHES 
 
2. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 

24 September 1997, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 March 1998 by the Director of 
Planning and Development (1) advising Members of the receipt of the Government’s consultation paper 
on the application of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 to buses and coaches; (2) containing his 
observations thereon, and (3) outlining the Council’s proposed response. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the publication of the consultation document be noted; 
 

(2) that the continued progress towards an inclusive society be noted and welcomed, and 
 

(3) that the Director of Administration respond to the Department of the Environment, Transport and 
the Regions in terms of the views expressed within the Director of Planning and Development’s 
report. 

 
 
 
FAST  TRACKS  TO  EUROPE  ALLIANCE 
 
3. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 April 1998 by the Director of Planning and 

Development (1) advising Members of the receipt of a letter from the Fast Tracks to Europe Alliance 
seeking the Council’s support for the Channel Tunnel Rail Link from the Channel Tunnel to St. Pancras 
Station and the link to the West Coast Main Line, and requesting that the Council write to the Depute 
Prime Minister in support of the aims of the Fast Tracks to Europe Alliance, and (2) indicating that, in 
view of the short timescale afforded to prepare a response, he had, following consultation with the 
Convener of the Planning and Development Committee, written to the Depute Prime Minister outlining 
the Council’s support for the general aims of the Fast Tracks to Europe Alliance. 

 
Decided: that the action taken by the Director of Planning and Development, following consultation 

with the Convener of the Planning and Development Committee, be homologated. 
 
 
 
GUIDANCE  ON  THE  USE  OF  TACTILE  PAVING  SURFACES 
 
4. There was submitted a report dated 23 March 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 

advising Members of the recent introduction by the Department of the Environment, Transport and the 
Regions of guidance on the use of an extended range of tactile paving surfaces, and pointing out that, 
as part of a trial, the Council had already used some of these new surfaces in the works recently carried 
out at the front entrance to the Civic Centre. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the publication of the new advice on the use of tactile paving surfaces by the Department of 

the Environment, Transport and the Regions be noted; 
 

(2) that the trial use of certain new surfaces at the entrance to the Civic Centre be noted; 
 

(3) that the incorporation of the advice in the ongoing programme of access audits be noted, and 
 

(4) that the intention of the Director of Planning and Development to make further 
recommendations regarding the use of the surfaces on the public road and footway networks in 
North Lanarkshire be noted. 
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PETITIONS 
 
(1)  REQUEST  FOR  A  PEDESTRIAN  CROSSING  ON  AIRBLES  ROAD,  MOTHERWELL  AT  ITS 
      JUNCTION  WITH  HAMILTON  ROAD 
 
5. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 18 February 

1998, the Sub-Committee resumed consideration of a petition from Greenacres Residents Association 
seeking the provision of a pedestrian crossing on Airbles Road, Motherwell at its junction with Hamilton 
Road. 

 
 In that connection, the Sub-Committee were advised orally by the Head of Planning and Transportation 

(1) of a study undertaken at that location to determine whether the agreed criteria for the establishment 
of a Pedestrian Crossing had been met, and (2) that, after analysis, the establishment of a Pedestrian 
Crossing at that location was not justified. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the results of a study which had been undertaken on Airbles Road, Motherwell at its junction 

with Hamilton Road be noted; 
 

(2) that no action be taken regarding the request for the provision of a pedestrian crossing; 
 

(3) that the petition be otherwise noted, and 
 

(4) that the Director of Administration respond to the petitioners in appropriate terms. 
 
 
 
(2)  EXCESSIVE  SPEEDING  TRAFFIC  IN  DOUGLAS  STREET  AND  LADYWELL  ROAD,  
MOTHERWELL 
 
6. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 18 February 

1998, the Sub-Committee resumed consideration of a petition from residents living in the Douglas 
Street/Ladywell Road area of Motherwell requesting the provision of traffic calming measures at 
Douglas Street and Ladywell Road, Motherwell. 

 
 In that connection, the Sub-Committee were advised orally by the Head of Planning and Transportation 

(1) of a study undertaken at that location to determine whether the agreed criteria for the introduction of 
traffic calming measures had been met, and (2) that, after analysis, the introduction of the traffic 
calming measures at that location was not justified. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that results of a study which had been undertaken on Douglas Street and Ladywell Road, 

Motherwell be noted; 
 

(2) that no action be taken regarding the request for the introduction of traffic calming measures; 
 

(3) that the petition be otherwise noted, and 
 

(4) that the Director of Administration respond to the petitioners in appropriate terms. 
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(3)  MOBILITY  PROBLEMS  FOR  THE  VISUALLY  IMPAIRED  -  WISHAW  CROSS 
 
7. There was submitted a report dated 9 March 1998 by the Director of Administration advising of the 

submission of a petition on behalf of residents of the Wishaw area regarding mobility problems for the 
visually impaired at Wishaw Cross. 

 
 In that connection, the Head of Planning and Transportation advised the Sub-Committee orally that it 

was his intention to consider the various matters raised in the petition when finalising the Wishaw Town 
Centre Action Plan which, it was anticipated, would be reported to the next meeting of the Planning and 
Development Committee. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the various matters raised in the petition be considered during the formulation of the 

Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan which, it was anticipated, would be submitted to the next 
meeting of the Planning and Development Committee; 

 
(2) that the petition be otherwise noted, and 

 
(3) that the Director of Administration respond to the petitioners in appropriate terms. 


