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STRATHCLYDE PASSENGER TRANSPORT AUTHORITY 

CHAIR’S COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting Held in Consort House, Glasgow 

6th March 1998 

Present: Councillors Charlie Gordon (Chair) and Eric Ross. 

Apologies: Counciilor Hany McGuigan. 

Attending: W I Wylie, Director of Corporate Affairs. 

1. ,MINUTE OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The minute of the Chair’s Committee of 23rd January 1998 was submitted and 
approved. 

2. PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL VEHICLE TO BRITISH TRANSPORT 
POLICE 

There was submitted a report (issued) of 4th March 1998 by the Director General, 
seeking approval for the provision of an unmarked vehicle to British Transport 
Police (BTP) in order to back-up “Railwatch” activities, particularly in the 
transportation of juvenile offenders in circumstances where no arrest had taken place. 

In view of the favourable impact of the Railwatch scheme and the Authority’s 
concerns to ensure the security of rail passengers, the Committee agreed 

(1) to the acquisition of a second Peugeot estate car for BTP purposes at an 
estimated cost of €16,227 which could be accommodated within the 
Authority’s Capital Programme for 1997-98; and 

(2) that the vehicle be registered in the name of BTP, who would assume all 
responsibility for maintenance etc. 

3. ROLLING STOCK SPECIFICATION 

There was submitted and approved a report (issued) of 3rd March I998 by the 
Director General, 

0 

(1 )  advising 
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that under the terms of the ScotRail Franchise Agreement, the 
Franchise Operator was obliged to enter into a contract to procure 
new Electric Rolling Stock; 

that this requirement arose from the need to replace the existing 
Class 303 units, which were used on inner suburban routes in the 
Glasgow area and on the Inverclyde line; and 

that the Franchise Agreement specification for this replacement 
rolling stock reflected the operational duties of the Class 303 units, 
which at their mid-life refurbishment were re-configured to provide 
increased standing space with seats arranged 2 + 2 on either side of 
the gangway, replacing the previous high-density 3 + 2 seating 
provided when these units were built; 

(2) explaining 

that the combination of the various requirements to meet Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) standards and to provide the maximum 
seating capacities required on outer-suburban routes had given rise 
to a conflict of objectives, and it was clear that these could not be 
resolved within the terms of the specification embodied within the 
Franchise Agreement, in particular, provision of 2 + 2 seating 
throughout each 3-car set would not be compatible with the 
installation of a DDA-compliant toilet compartment and the 
aspiration to employ the units on longer-distance routes with a high 
peak-hour seated load factor, where 3 + 2 seating was currently 
provided; 

that while ScotRail could achieve compliance by resorting to a “like- 
for-like” replacement of the existing Class 303 units, in the 
Executive’s view this would unduly limit the passenger benefits that 
could be obtained from the substantial new investment in rolling 
stock that has been provided for under the Franchise Agreement; and 

that technical discussion with ScotRail had established that by 
providing less than a third of all seating in the new units in a 3-seat 
configuration all other aspirations could be met - each vehicle would 
incorporate a mixture of 2 + 2 and 3 + 2 seating, giving flexibility 
for peak-load conditions while retaining a high level of passenger 
amenity for longer-distance journeys; and 

(3) recommending that the Committee approve a modification to Clause 14.6 (b) 
iii of the Franchise Agreement (which currently provided for seats to be no 
more than 2 + 2 across) to permit ScotRail to incorporate a proportion of 3 + 
2 seating with the agreement of the Executive. 

4. TRAIN SERVICE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 

There was submitted and approved a report (issued) of 4th March 1998 by the 
Director General 
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(1) appraising the Committee on the progress made on implementing train 
service enhancements secured as part of the Franchise Agreement and 
planned as part of SPT’s overall transport strategy; 

( 2 )  highlighting that, because of the constraints resulting from the national 
timetable change procedures, urgent decisions were now required if various 
proposals were to be included in ScotRail’s bid for new timetable slots; 

(3) recommending that the Committee 

(a) confirm authority for the introduction of the following train service 
enhancements in October 1998 as a result of the commitments given 
in the Franchise Agreement 

(i) off-peak Dalmuir to Bellgrove service; 

(ii) evening service on the Springbum branch; 

(iii) conversion of a number of empty coaching stock workings to 
passenger service; and 

(iv) the introduction of Sunday calls at Hillington West; 

(b) agree to 

(i) the provision of a half hourly Sunday service to Newton and 
Neilston routed alternately via Queens Park and Maxwell to 
be introduced in October 1998 subject to satisfactory 
financial terms; and 

(ii) the provision of an hourly Sunday Glasgow to Shotts via 
Whifflet service in January 1999 subject to satisfactory 
financial terms; and 

(c) note 

(i) that submission of a timetable bid at this stage need not 
preclude subsequent withdrawal if financial indications were 
unsatisfactory; 

(ii) that further reports would be submitted in due course 
updating the Committee on progress on other train service 
enhancements; and 

(iii) the possible inclusion of a Glasgow-Whifflet-Shotts Sunday 
service within any temporary Sunday services operating 
during December 1998. 

199-PT6,DoC 




