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Minutes of the meeting of the Equality in Transport Committee held in Consort 
House, Glasgow on 24th April 1998 

Present: Councillors Eric Ross (Chair), Andrew Bums, Agnes Davies, Patricia 
Godman, Jean Goldie, Charlie Gordon and John Knapp. 

Apologies: Councillors Daniel Kelly and Harry McGuigan 

Attending: J. Griffin, Assistant Clerk; H.J. Howatt, Manager (Planning); HMartin, 
Manager, Rail Franchising; A Scott, ScotRail’s SPT Account Manager and 
R. Blumfield, Team Leader (Planning). 

1. Minutes of Previous LMeeting. - 
The minutes of 12th December 1998 were submitted and approved. 

2. SPT Seminar with Disability Forums to discuss the Government’s Proposals for 
Buses and Coaches under the DDA Regulations 

There was submitted a report (issued) of 3rd April 1998 by the Director General 

( 1 )  advising of the outcome of a seminar which was held in the offices of SPT 
on Friday, 27th March 1998 to discuss the implications of the Government‘s 
proposals for buses and coaches under the Disability Discrimination Act 
1995; 

(7) informing 

(a) that further liaison with disabled groups and fora would continue as 
and when the need arose within the remit of the Equality in 
Transport Committee; 

(b) that two representatives would be selected on a rotational basis for a 
term of nine months from disabled organisations within the 
Authority’s area and would be invited to attend the Equality in 
Transport Committee meetings in the role of representing the range 
of views of disabled people; and 

(c) that a comprehensive listing of the main disabled groupdfora in the 
SPT area would be produced for future reference. 

After considerable discussion the Committee 

(A) noted the contents of the report; 

(B) agreed 
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(i) to bring to officers’ attention any disability groupdfora active in 
their council area; 

(ii) that two representatives be selected as outlined in (2) above; 

(iii) that a report be prepared on Accessible Infrastructure for the next 
Equality in Transport Committee; and 

(iv) that a letter be sent to the Chief Constable and Chair of the Police 
Board on the issues of vehicles parking in bus stops, thus preventing 
bus drivers pulling in safely to the kerb. 

3. Accessibility Audit - Visits to Ayrshire, Lanarkshire & Renfrewshire 

0 There was submitted a report of 3rd April 1998 (issued) by the Director General 
advising members of the progress to date in the series of visits to view accessibility 
issues throughout the PTA area. 

After discussion and having heard Ms Howatt in explanation the Committee 
. .  . .  

(1) noted the contents of the report; 

( 2 )  agreed 

(a) that a summary be provided, after each visit highlighting all 
problems which members found; 

(b) to the possible use of a video camera to record each visit; 

(c) that members would be given notice of future dates of visits; and 

(d) that a report be prepared on Shopmobility issues for the next 
Equality in Transport Committee. 

4. Portable Ramps on Local SPT Rail Services 

There was submitted and noted a report (tabled) of 6th April 1998 by the Director 
General 

(1) advising of the progress being made regarding the installation of portable 
train ramps on local SPT rail services and the testing of their operational use; 

( 2 )  explaining that to date none of the portable ramps had been fitted on local 
SPT rail services; and 

(3) informing that a further progress report would be made available in due 
course. 

After discussion the Committee 

(a) noted the contents of the report; and 
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(b) agreed that investigations be made into promoting 
with assistance made available following a request from the public. 

a wider use of ramps 

5. SPT Involvement with the Renfrewshire Ethnic iMinorities Forum 

There was submitted and noted a report (issued) of 3rd April 1998 by the Director 
General 

(1) highlighting SPT’s involvement with the Renfrewshire Ethnic Minorities 
Forum; and 

(2) advising that future liaison with the Renfrewshire Ethnic Minorities Forum 
and other ethnic groups and fora would continue when the need arose within 
the remit of the Equality in Transport Committee. 

6.  Presentation and Video on the ScotRail CCTV Centre. 0 
Alan Scott, ScotRail’s SPT Account Manager gave a presentation and video on the 
CCTV Centre at Paisley Gilmour Street Station. 

After having heard Mr Scott in answer to Member’s questions, the Chair thanked 
him for his interesting presentation. 

7. Date of Next Meeting 

It was agreed that the next three meeting of the Equality in Transport Committee 
would be held in Consort House at 1 1 .OO am on the following dates:- 

Friday, 26th June 1998; 

Friday, 1 1 th September 1998; and 

Friday, 27th November 1998. 




