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Motherwell, 23 September 1998 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the PLANNING  AND  DEVELOPMENT 
(TRANSPORT  AND  DEVELOPMENT)  SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillors Brooks, Coyle, Gormill, McGhee and Saunders. 
 
CHAIR 
 
In the absence of the Convener, and in terms of Standing Order No.11, Councillor Coyle took the Chair. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Committee Services Officer and Head of Planning and Transportation 
 
ALSO  IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
Constable Wilson, Strathclyde Police (Traffic Management). 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Craigie, Gray, Holloway, Lucas, Stocks and Wilson. 
 
 
PROCEDURE  FOR  RECORDING  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 
 
1. There was submitted a report dated 9 September 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 

informing Members of the current procedure regarding the recording of fatal accidents in the 
Strathclyde Police area, and advising (1) that, in North Lanarkshire, responsibility for the 
investigation and recording of details associated with roads accidents lies with Strathclyde Police; (2) 
that the level of severity recorded is based on the level of injury sustained by the most severely 
injured person, and (3) that the information is maintained by Strathclyde Police and is passed to the 
Council to allow it to fulfil its statutory duty to carry out studies into accidents arising out of the use of 
vehicles on the roads. 

 
Decided: that the current procedure for recording fatal accidents in the Strathclyde Police area 

be noted. 
 
 
 
ROAD  SAFETY  IN  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  DURING  THE  SECOND  QUARTER  OF  1998 
 
2. Under reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 

18 February 1998, there was submitted a report dated 7 September 1998 by the Director of Planning 
and Development referring to the quarterly report recently published by Strathclyde Police on road 
accidents within the Strathclyde area, for the period April to June 1998, and summarising the 
statistics in relation to the North Lanarkshire area contained therein. 

 
Decided:  
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(1) that the increase in road accident casualties which took place in the second quarter of 1998 
be noted with concern; 

 
(2) that it be noted that the increase in road accident casualties follows an increase of 4% in the 

first quarter of 1998, and would appear to be a continuation of a longer term trend which saw 
road accident casualties increase by almost 9% from 1996 to 1997, and 

 
(3) that (a) the Director of Administration be instructed to write to Members of Parliament serving 

the North Lanarkshire area advising them of the various road safety problems currently being 
experienced by the Council, as a consequence of restrictions on public expenditure, and 
seeking their support for additional funding to enable an improved Road Safety Programme 
to be established, and (b) the Public Relations Unit of the Chief Executive’s Department 
prepare and issue a press statement highlighting the situation. 

 
 
 
ROAD  HUMPS  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS  1998 
 
3. There was submitted a report dated 10 September 1998 by the Director of Planning and 

Development (1) advising of the introduction of the Road Humps (Scotland) Regulations 1998, which 
came into force on 16 July 1998, and the accompanying guidance from the Secretary of State for 
Scotland, and (2) summarising the implications the Regulations would have for the Council. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that it be noted that the Road Humps (Scotland) Regulations 1998 are now in force; 

 
(2) that the new freedom to the Roads authorities as a result of the Regulations be noted, and 

 
(3) that the Director of Planning and Development be authorised to examine the implications of 

the new Regulations, and to submit a further report to a future meeting of the 
Sub-Committee, proposing criteria which would require to be met before road humps can be 
installed within North Lanarkshire as part of a traffic calming scheme. 

 
 
 
MOT  CHARGING  AND  SEATBELT  TESTING 
 
4. There was submitted a report dated 31 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 

advising (1) of recent changes to MOT charges and Regulations regarding the testing of seatbelts; 
(2) that the changes are intended to ensure that seatbelts in mini-buses, buses and coaches are fitted 
properly and in full working order, and (3) of the implications for the Council through its provision of 
school bus services and operation of mini-buses for community and other groups, as a result of the 
changes. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the increases in charging for MOT tests be noted, and 

 
(2) that the changes to seatbelt assessment procedures and the potential consequences for the 

Council in meeting the new requirements be noted. 
 
 
 
THE  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  A  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  COUNCIL  TRAFFIC  SIGNAL  AUTOMATIC  
MONITORING  SYSTEM 
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5. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 September 1998 by the Director of Planning and 
Development (1) advising Members of the Council’s participation in the Centrally Integrated Traffic 
and Control System (CITRAC) which monitored, by means of telephone links, the operation of each 
signal installation; (2) pointing out that only 16 of the Council’s 128 signal installations are currently 
monitored via CITRAC; (3) indicating that CITRAC have advised that, for the foreseeable future, no 
additional signal installations could be incorporated within the system, and (4) seeking authority to 
initiate discussions with the manufacturers of commercially available equipment, with a view to 
inviting quotations for the provision of an automatic monitoring system which could incorporate an 
increased number of signal installations. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Planning and Development be authorised to undertake discussions with 

the manufacturers of the commercially available equipment with a view to inviting quotations 
for the provision of an automatic traffic signal monitoring system, and  

 
(2) that the Director of Planning and Development be instructed to submit a report to a future 

meeting of the Sub-Committee with his findings and containing appropriate proposals. 
 
 
 
TRUNK  ROAD  AND  MOTORWAY  TOURIST  SIGNPOSTING  POLICY 
 
6. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 10 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and 

Development (1) advising that, in May this year, the Scottish Office published its Trunk Road and 
Motorway Tourist Signposting Policy; (2) indicating that the Policy defined (a) the arrangements for 
determining the provision of tourist signposting (b) the procedure for applying for signing, and (c) the 
financial responsibilities in respect of the provision of tourist signposting on trunk roads, and 
(3) summarising the seven main areas of concern outlined within the Policy. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 


