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Subject: Strathclyde Passenger Transport - 
Assessment Procedures for New Rail 
Stations 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

0 Of Report 
1. This report comments on the revised assessment procedure established by Strathclyde Passenger 

Transport for new rail station opportunities. 

Bacbround 

2. At its meeting of 2 October 1998, the Strathclyde Passenger Transport Authority considered a 
report submitted by the Director-General outlining revised assessment framework for potential 
new railway stations. This framework allows for a staged assessment considering the following 
factors. 

a) Estimated patronage 
b) Operational assessment 
c) Financial assessment 
d) Non-quantifiable benefits 
e) Final appraisal and prioritisation 

The assessment does not include a detailed engineering analysis, which would only be carried out 
if the initial assessment proves favourable. The report to the Authority also made no reference to 
the stations to be assessed but it did include a statement that costs for initially assessing potential 
station sites should be borne by developers where the station is associated with new development. 

0 3. 

4. In North Lanarkshire the stations which have previously been considered by the Authority have 
included Abronhill, Gartcosh, Millerston, Mossend and Viewpark. To this list should now be 
added the proposal for a station at Ravenscraig as part of the development proposals for that site. 

5 .  The Gartcosh and Ravenscraig sites could fall into the category of sites associated with new 
development and would therefore not be included in the list to be considered by the SPT as part of 
their initial assessment procedure. Since the information required to cany out this intial 
assessment is held by the SPT who are responsible for securing services from Scotrail on the 
suburban rail network, this approach to the matter could militate against the implementation of the 
concepts outlined in the White Paper on the integration of Ianduse planning and transportation and 
cause problems for the Council in considering planning applications where a developer might 
reasonably be expected to contribute towards the provision ofa new station. The approach also 
militates against the situation where there is potentially more than one developer. It would seem 
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unfair that the first developer should be required to pay for the preliminary assessment only 
because they were first. 

6. It is accepted that it is impractical to expect the SPT to fund an investigation into each and every 
possible new station site regardless of the status of the development proposal. However the SPT 
programme for the preliminary assessment of station sites ought to allow for all potential sites 
where local plans have identified opportunities for new development of a scale where there is 
likely to be a significant case for considering a new station. This would allow the planning 
authority to make informed decisions on new development proposals including any case for 
expecting developers to contribute towards the provsion of a station on a particular site. This 
would certainly apply in the case of the Gartcosh and Ravenscraig sites. At the former location, 
one developer has already offered to make a contribution towards a proposed station and there 
would be a possibility of asking others to contribute in due course. The Ravenscraig Masterplan is 
included on the draft local plan and the SPT have been involved in the discussion on the 
redevelopment of the site from an early date. 

Recommendation 

7. Committee is asked to: 

a) note the adoption by the Strahtclyde Passenger Transport Authority of a new assessment 
framework for potential station sites. 

b) approve a submission to SPT that the initial assessment be funded by SPT without 
reliance on developer contribution 

c) agree that the potential station sites at Abronhill, Gartcosh, Millerston, 
Mossend,Viewpark and Ravenscraig be the sites in North Lanarkshire subject to this intial 
consideration and that this too should be notified to SPT. 

L S t a n l e y  C. Cook 
DTRECTOR OF PLANNING Ah-D DEVELOPMENT 

2 November 1998 
For further information please contact Stuart Wilson on 01236 616256. 




