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To: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

(TRANSPORT AND DEVELOPMENT SUB- 
COMMITTEE) 

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT From: 

Date: 6 January 1999 Ref: JMKG 

3 AGENDA ITEM No. 

Subject: 

TRAFFIC CALMING, ROAD HUMPS SELECTION 
CRITEWA 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Pumose of Rqort  

1. This report asks Committee to approve the adoption of criteria which will be used to assess the 
justification for the installation of road humps as part of a traffic calming scheme on an existing 
road. 

Baclaround 

2. The Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 (commencement No 3) Order 1990 brought into force sections 36 to 
40 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 on January 1991. Section 38(1) empowers the Secretary of 
State to make Regulations concerning the construction, maintenance and status of road humps and 
consequently, the Road Humps (Scotland) Regulations 1990 came into force on 1 1 January 199 1. 

3. As reported to Committee on 23 September 1998, the Road Humps (Scotland) Regulations 1998 
replaced the Road Humps (Scotland) Regulations 1990 with effect from 16 July 1998. 

The Scottish Office guidance contained in SODD Circular No 9/1998 gives roads authorities 

ses the Council to install road humps, it is stiIl necessary to establish criteria to allow 
assessment and justification to be viewed a g d  the many competing demands on resources. Road 
humps are not a pancea for perceived road safety issues and there are significant costs associated 
with their installation and subequent maintenance. It is important therefore that any sites targeted 
are the ones which will offer the greatest benefits i.e. those where the greatest accident reductions 
can be achieved. 

4. 
y greater fiedoom to design and install road humps. However, while this legi 

5 .  Analysis of road accidents in North Lanarkshire in 1997 indicates that 21% of all casualties were 
pedestrians, with 67% of these being either children or senior citizens. The rate for child pedestrians 
in North Lanarkshire was 218 casualties per 100,000 population which compares unfavourably with 
the rate for Scotland which was 194 casualties per 100,000 of the population. It is also noted that 
elderly pedestrians are particularly vulnerable since 6 out of 10 pedestrians killed on the roads in 
North Lanarkshire in 1997 were over the age of 65. Statistics show that of the child pedestrian 
casualties in North Lanarkshire, 23% are injured on their way to/from school, therefore the great 
majoriw of children are injured outwith school hours and research shows that the accidents happen 
within relatively short distances of home. Therefore, if traffic calming is to be used to reduce this 
accident total, it should be concentrated in the high risk residential areas. 
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6. As an alternative to expensive trafKc calming measures the Council have implemented a trial, in 
conjunction with the other Scottish Councils, to establish if low cost measures can effect reductions 
in speeds and accidents in residential areas. The Low Cost 20 mph Schemes in Residential Areas 
trial scheme was first reported to committee on 12 November 1997 and the three trial sites were 
implemented during November 1998. The results of this trial throughout Scotland will be reported 
within 2 years and if successful, authorisation may be given at that time for implementation in all 
residential areas. 

t 

7. Until the 20 mph trial reports are completed and given the current problems with regard to 
pedestrian accidents within North Lanarkshire (and in particular child pedestrian accidents) in 
residential areas, it is considered that the following basic criteria should be applied in assessing 
whether road humps should be installed as part of a traffic calming scheme: 

Road humps, complying with the requirements of the Road Humps (Scotland) Regulations 1998, 
should be placed on roads only :- 

a) where there are a minimum of three pedestrian injury accidents recorded in the previous 
three years per lOOm length of road, 

b) within a residential area, 

c) where a system of carriageway lighting complying with BS5489 is provided, 

d) where a maximum speed limit of 30 mph is in force, 

e) where the average vehicle speed exceeds 25 mph, 

f) where there are no bus routes (other than in exceptional circumstances), 

g) if it is unlikely that migration of traffic will cause more severe problems on adjacent roads 

Recommendations 

8. Committee is asked to:- 

a) note the ongoing trial of low cost 20 mph zones; 

b) approve the use of the criteria in paragraph 7 above to assess the justification for installation of 
(. 

road humps as part of a traffic calming scheme. 

GStanley C. Cook 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

18 December 1998 

For hrther information please contact John Marran on 01236 616253. 




