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NORTH LANARKSHlRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

To : PLANNTNG AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
(Transportation and Development Sub-Committee) 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Date: 17 February 1999 1 Ref Ref: D/TT/03/02/SCW 

Subject 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT CHALLENGE 

RAVENSCRAIG RAIL STATIONS 
FUND BIDS - GARTCOSH AND 

Purpose of Report 

i' 1. This report informs Committee of the intention to submit Challenge Fund bids for the proposed 
rail stations at Gartcosh and Ravenscraig later in this calendar year. 

Main reDort 

2. In November 1998, the Scottish Office issued guidance on the submission of Public Transport 
Challenge Fund bids for 1999/2000. The closing date for the first round of completed submissions 
was 14 January 1999, a very restricted timescale, particularly in light of the amount of preparatory 
work needed for an adequate Challenge fund submission. This work typically includes legal 
agreements with development partners, detailed design and cost estimates, and extensive consultation 
with other bodies. 

3. The proposals for rail stations at Ravenscraig and Gartcosh could not be advanced at that time since 
neither station is currently developed to a stage where detailed investigation and discussion is 
possible. In fact, the proposals for stations within the Ravenscraig and Gartcosh sites are still being 
considered with the LDA and others in the light of overall redevelopment proposals. 

( 4. The Scottish Office indicated that a further round of Challenge Fund submissions may be called for 
later this year. The guidance on submissions will, however, be revised from that issued last year, as 
the Scottish Office intends to take cognisance of any problems which emerged in the first round. It 
is not therefore possible to assume that the requirements for this years submissions will be the same 
as for 1999/2000. 

5 .  What is clear, however, is that a Challenge Fund submission this year will have to be made in the 
context of an agreed Local Transport Strategy. It is proposed to have developed such a strategy by 
3 1 July this year although the finalised guidance on how these are to be completed has yet to be 
published by the Scottish Office. Initial guidance suggests a comprehensive body of policies and 
programmes, including a rolling three year fully costed implementation programme covering both 
revenue and capital expenditure will be required. 

6 .  The sites at Ravenscraig and Gartcosh are vitally important to the future development of North 
Lanarkshire and the wider area. The promotion of public transport in support of these 
developments is equally vital, both in terms of allowing access by residents and workers not 
owning cars, and in meeting the wider requirements of the Governments transport policies. 
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7. The development of railway stations in these locations has been agreed in principle by this sub- 
Committee at its meeting of 11 November 1998. It is also a requirement of any Public Transport 
Challenge Fund submission that it be undertaken with the agreement of Strathclyde Passenger 
Transport.The desire of the Council to move this development forward has been communicated to 
Strathclyde Passenger Transport and the matter was raised at the SPT Chair’s meeting on 13 
January 1999, and subsequently to the full SPT Authority meeting on 5 February 1999. 

8. It is important that the Council is in a position to take submissions forward when the bid process is 
opened. This will require both investigation of the station proposals themselves and the 
preparation of a Local Transport Strategy which demonstrates the wider role the stations would 
play in North Lanarkshire. 

Sustainabilitv Issues 

9. The promotion of public transport is one of the key elements of sustainable development. The 
proposals to develop new rail stations are, therefore, fully consistent with sustainable transport. 

Recommendations 

10. Committee is asked to note; 

a) the proposal to develop stations at Ravenscraig and Gartcosh. 

b) the potential to proceed these stations through the Public Transport Challenge Fund. 

c) the requirement to have completed a Local Transport Strategy by 3 1 July 1999, including 
a 3 year rolling h d h g  programme covering both revenue and capital expenditure. 

G Stanley C. Cook 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

For further infornation, please contact Stuart Wilson on 01236 616256 


