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To: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
(Transport and Development) Sub Committee 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: 

SCOTTISH OFFICE CONSULTATIONS 
- REGIONAL TRANSPORT PARTNERSHIPS 
- LOCAL TRANSPORT STRATEGIES 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

~~~ ~~ 

Date: 17 February 1999 I Ref: IGL/LMcW/73/15 I 
Purpose of ReDort 

1. When the Scottish Office published the transport strategy white paper, Travel Choices for Scotland, it 
was indicated that it would be followed up by a series of “daughter” documents. This report advises on the 
publication of two such documents which have particular sigmficance for North Lanarkshire Council. 

2. At the meeting of t h i s  Sub Committee on 6 January (Agenda Item 2) reference was made to the proposed 
establishment of a West of Scotland Transport Partnership in anticipation of a Scottish Office proposal for 
the establishment of such groupings. The consultation document relating to this matter has now been 
published by the Scottish Office under the heading of Regional Transport Partnerships and the National 
Transport Forum for Scotland: A Consultation. 

3. The consultation document refers to the existing National Transport Fonun and regional transport bodies 
such as Strathclyde Passenger Transport Authority, Highlands and Islands Transport Forum, South East of 
Scotland Partnership and Forth Transport Infrastructure Partnership. Various options and models are 
discussed and the consultation concludes with a list of some 50 questions relating to the future of the 
National Transport Forum, the options for regional transport partnerships and the relationship of these to 
the Scottish Parliament. A detailed response is being prepared and will be brought to a meeting of the 
Planning and DeveIopment Committee in due course. 

4. Discussion on transport partnerships is closely related to the development of local transport strategies and 
this brings us on to the second consultation paper published on 5 February 1999 under the title Local 
Transport Strategies - Preliminary Guidance. 

5 .  This second paper has immediate implications for the Council because, while it is in part a consultation 
document, as its name suggests it also provides preliminary guidance on the development of the interim 
Local Transport Strategy documents which all Councils will be expected to produce by 30 July this year. 
The word “expected” is used advisedly because while paragraph 1.5 states:- 

“It will not be obligatory for authorities to submit a Local Transport Strategy ...7’ the same sentence goes 
on to remind Councils of their obligations to submit similar reports under the Road Traffic Reduction Act 
1997. Later in paragraph 7.3, the Scottish Office indicate that ‘ y o m  1999/2000, projects of f200,000 or 
more seeking finding through the Public Transport Fund will need to be developed as part of a Load 
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Transport Strategy.” If this Council wishes to pursue the aspirations for the creation of new stations at 
Gartcosh and at Ravenscraig, a local transport strategy for North Lanarkshire will have to be produced by 
the 30 July deadline. 

6 .  Chapter One of the guidance note outlines the timetable for production of strategy documents (interim 
strategy by 30 July 1999, full strategy by 31 July 2000) and draws attention to the statutory and other 
objectives which have to be addressed. Chapter Two refers to the need for partnership working and the 
links to the earlier consultation paper. Chapter Three recognises that the issues and solutions relating to 
either differ from those relating to other urban areas and to rural areas. Chapter Four reminds of the need 
to demonstrate the linkage to land use planning, environmental issues and social inclusion. Chapter Five 
sets out the expected format of the strategy documents including the need for performance indicators and 
for appropriate support by transport models. Chapter Six outlines the measures which authorities will be 
expected to incorporate in their strategies and Chapter Seven concludes with reference to resource issues. 

7. In this last respect, it should be noted that Councils will be expected to set out 3 year rolling programmes 
for cauital and revenue expenditure as related to their transport strategy. It is also recognised that in 
preparing such strategies, Councils will incur additional costs and will have to commit “more resources to 
consultatiodparfnership working and the development of performance indicators (including tra@c 
reduction targets)”. 

I 

SustainabiIitv ImuIications 

8. The aims of Government transport strategy and the development of transport partnerships and local 
transport strategies are fully consistent with and should further the aims of sustainability in North 
Lanarkshire. 

Recommendations 

9. Members are asked to note:- 

(a) the publication of a consultation paper on Regional Transport Partnerships and the ongoing 
discussion regarding a possible West of Scotland Partnership; 

(b) that a detailed response is being prepared to meet the extended deadline of 3 1 March 1999 for this 
consultation; 

a (c) the publication of a separate consuItation/guidance paper on local transport strategies; 

(d) that there are staff and financial resource implications in meeting the 30 July deadline for 
submission of a first interim local transport strategy document to the Scottish Office; 

(e) to refer this report to the Policy and Resources Committee because of the financial and policy 
implications for the Council. 

i c, ~ r : , . ~ : ~ ~  , 
Stanley C. Cook ‘- DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

10 Februarv 1999 

For further information please contact Grahame Lawson on 01236 616202. 


