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Date: 17 February 1999 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Ref Ref D/TT/03/02/SCW 

.- 

To: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
(Transportation and Development Sub-Committee) 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Subject 

SCOTTISH CYCLE DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT MASS PARTICIPATION 
EVENT - SEPTEMBER 1999 

Pumose of ReDort 

1. This report informs Committee of proposals by the Scottish Cycle Development Campaign to 
initiate a Glasgow to Edinburgh mass cycle ride annually from September of this year. 

Main Report 

2. 

3 .  

4. 

5 .  

6 .  

The Scottish Cycle Development Project (SCDP) is being promoted by the Cyclists Touring Club, 
National Health Education Board and Scottish Sports Council amongst others. Its aim is the 
promotion of cycling as a healthy form of transport and recreation. The proposals are also 
intended to support the joint bid by Glasgow and Edinburgh to host the European Vel0 city 
conference held in September 200 1. This event is one of considerable prominence which has been 
previously reported to Committee . 

As part of the proposals for national cycle development, SCDP is initiating a series of annual 
mass cycle rides from Glasgow to Edinburgh. These are proposed to start in September of this 
year, with Sunday 19th selected as the preferred date. The cycle event will be similar to the mass 
cycle events organised for charity elsewhere in the UK. It is hoped that several thousand 
participants can be involved in the first year, rising if the event becomes more popular. 

SCDP have discussed their proposals with representatives of the appropriate Police Forces and 
Local Authorities. They are intending to run the cycle event from Glasgow to Edinburgh along 
the route of the A89, through Coatbridge and Airdrie. This is the most direct route of sufficient 
quality to accommodate the number of cyclists. 

The participants would leave George Square in Glasgow some time after 9am, and make their way 
through North Lanarkshire, West Lothian and Fakirk to end their journey at Holyrood in 
Edinburgh, in the mid to late afternoon. It is important to understand that the event is not a race 
and will not be promoted as such. It is, instead, a recreational event with charitable benefits. 

SCDP have appointed a consultancy and publicity firm with considerable experience in organising 
such events. This company will develop sponsorship and publicity, including media and television 
coverage. Cyclists taking part in the event will be encouraged to gain sponsors for various charities, 
similar to the practice that presently takes place in marathons and other cycle events. It is intended 
that the event will be self funding, through sponsorship and the raising of entry fees. 



f 11 

Comment 

7. The details of the intended event are currently being discussed by SCDP and their consultancy 
firm, in conjunction with the relevant Police forces and Local Authorities. The date, route and 
approximate timings have been determined to avoid conflict with other national cycle or sporting 
events, and the need to miss the end of the Edinburgh Festival. 

8. The finalised proposals have not yet been established, however, and it is not currently possible to 
outline the precise arrangements for the event. As these are fmalised, krther reports will be 
brought to Committee. The mass participatory cycle event offers a potential to promote North 
Lanarkshire through association with the event. It would also underpin wider efforts on the 
Council’s part to promote cycling. 

Sustainabilitv Implications 

9. By its very nature, cycling is a sustainable form of transport and this event is consistent with the 
aims of the Council in terms of pursuing Local Agenda 2 1 

Recommendations 

10. Committee is asked to; 

a) Note the date and other outline arrangements for the event. 

b ) Note that hrther reports will be submitted as more finalised details are established. 

G Stanley C. Cook 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

For further information, please contact Stuart Wilson on 0 1236 6 16256 
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