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Development) Sub-Committee 

Subject: Road Safety within North Lanarkshire - 
Update 
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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to update Members on the current position following an approach to the 
Scottish Office and Members of Parliament serving the North Lanarkshire area, advising them of the 
various road safety problems currently being experienced by the Council, as a consequence of 
restrictions on public expenditure, and seeking their support for additional funding to enable an 
improved Road Safety Programme to be established. 

Background 

On 23 September 1998, it was reported to the Sub-Committee that the number of road accident 
casualties which took place in the April to June 1998 period had increased significantly from the 
preceding three month period. It was also reported that this was the continuation of a long term trend 
which saw road accident casualties increase by almost 9% from 1996 to 1997. 

The Sub-Committee agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Scottish Office and Members of 
Parliament serving the North Lanarkshire area, advising them of the various road safety problems 
currently being experienced by the Council, as a consequence of restrictions on public expenditure, 
and seeking their support for additional funding to enable an improved Road Safety Programme to be 
established. 

Current Position 

While local Members of Parliament supported Council’s request for support, on 21 December 1998 a 
reply was received from the Scottish Office advising that, whilst attaching great importance to the 
safety of people on Scotland‘s roads, all capital resources for 1998199 had been fully allocated. 

Reference was made to the block allocation to each Council for all services, including roads and 
transport, and that it was for Councils to utilise specific amounts within the block allocation to 
determine priorities and to allocate resources accordingly. 

Reference was also made to the Government’s target to reduce road accident casualties by one third 
by 2000, and the welcome support which local authorities provide in contributing towards this target 
was recognised. 

The Scottish Office indicated that it was committed to working with this and other Scottish local 
authorities on a wide range of road safety issues, and supported the Scottish Road Safety Campaign, 
in the provision of a range of road safety resources and publicity materials for use by local authorities 
for use in schools etc. 

Recommendation 

That the report be noted. 

of Administration 

any Member require further information please contact John Murray at extension 2443. 
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