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Motherwell, 17 February 1999 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the PLANNING  AND  DEVELOPMENT 
(TRANSPORT  AND  DEVELOPMENT)  SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Wilson, Convener; Councillors Brooks, Coyle, Gormill, Gray, Holloway, McGhee and Saunders. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor Wilson (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Committee Services Officer and Head of Planning and Transportation. 
 
ALSO  IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
Superintendent McKinlay and Inspector McPhail, Strathclyde Police. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Lucas, McCabe, McKendrick, Moran and Pentland. 
 
 
The Convener exercised his discretion to vary the order of business as hereinafter minuted. 
 
 
PUBLIC  TRANSPORT  CHALLENGE  FUND  BIDS  -  GARTCOSH  AND  RAVENSCRAIG  RAIL  
STATIONS 
 
1. Under reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of the Sub-Committee held on 

11 November 1998, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 February 1999 by the Director 
of Planning and Development advising (1) of  the potential opportunity to develop rail stations at 
Ravenscraig and Gartcosh through the Public Transport Challenge Fund; (2) that the Council was 
unable to prepare a submission for the Public Transport Challenge Fund in respect of these two 
stations for financial year 1999/2000, due to the very restricted timescale for the preparation of 
submissions; (3) of the possibility of further submissions being accepted later this year; (4) that, in 
order for a Challenge Fund bid to be successful, the Council required to (a) have carried out an 
investigation of the station proposals, and (b) have a Local Transport Strategy in place, and (5) of the 
resource implications involved in the preparation of a Local Transport Strategy, and the preparation 
of a Challenge Fund bid. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposal to develop rail stations at Ravenscraig and Gartcosh be noted; 

 
(2) that the potential to progress these stations through the Public Transport Challenge Fund be 

noted;  
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(3) that the requirement to complete a Local Transport Strategy by 31 July 1999, including a 
three year rolling funding programme covering both revenue and capital expenditure be 
noted; 

 
(4) that it be noted that there are staff and financial resource implications in meeting the 31 July 

1999 deadline for submission of a first interim Local Transport Strategy, and in investigating 
the proposals and preparing a Challenge Fund bid for the rail stations at Ravenscraig and 
Gartcosh, and 

 
(5) that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for its interest. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  OFFICE  CONSULTATIONS:  REGIONAL  TRANSPORT  PARTNERSHIPS  AND  LOCAL  
TRANSPORT  PARTNERSHIPS 
 
2. Under reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of the Sub-Committee held on 

6 January 1999, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 10 February 1999 by the Director of 
Planning and Development advising (1) of the publication of Scottish Office Consultation Papers 
entitled “Regional Transport Partnerships and the National Transport Forum for Scotland:  A 
Consultation” and “Local Transport Strategies - Preliminary Guidance”; (2) that he was currently 
preparing detailed responses which will be submitted to a future meeting of the Planning and 
Development Committee for approval; (3) that, while the latter is, in part, a consultation document, it 
also provides preliminary guidance on the development of an interim Local Transport Strategy 
document, which all Scottish local authorities require to produce by 31 July 1999, and (4) of the  staff 
and financial resource implications in meeting the 31 July 1999 deadline for the submission of a first 
interim Local Transport Strategy document to the Scottish Office. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the publication of the Consultation Paper on Regional Transport Partnerships and the 

on-going discussion regarding a possible West of Scotland Partnership be noted; 
 

(2) that it be noted that a detailed response is being prepared by the Director of Planning and 
Development, in order to meet the extended deadline of 31 March 1999 for this Consultation; 

 
(3) that the publication of a separate Consultation/Guidance Paper on Local Transport Strategies 

be noted; 
 

(4) that it be noted that there are staff and financial resource implications in meeting the 31 July 
1999 deadline for the submission of a first interim Local Transport Strategy document to the 
Scottish Office, and 

 
(5) that the report be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for its interest. 

 
 
 
CHANGES  TO  THE  DRIVING  TEST 
 
3. There was submitted a report dated 17 February 1999 by the Director of Planning and Development 

(1) advising that the Driving Standards Agency have issued a Document outlining proposed changes 
to the way the practical driving test is conducted and assessed, with a view to improving road safety 
for all users; (2) summarising the main points identified in the Document, and (3) providing his 
observations thereon. 

 
Decided:  
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(1) that the proposed changes to the driving test, which should improve road safety for all users, 
be noted, and 

 
(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORT  AND  THE  REGIONS  (DETR)  -  GUIDANCE  
ON  THE  USE  OF  TACTILE  PAVING  SURFACES 
 
4. Under reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of the Sub-Committee held on 1 April 

1998, there was submitted a report dated 28 January 1999 by the Director of Planning and 
Development advising (1) of the publication of new guidelines regarding the use of an extended 
range of tactile paving surfaces; (2) that the new guidance covered the use of tactile surfaces not 
only at controlled pedestrian crossings but also at uncontrolled crossings, steps and stairs, ramps 
etc.; (3) of the obligation on all Council Departments to extend the use of all types of approved tactile 
surfaces to make the public access network more user friendly for visually impaired people; (4) of his 
intention to incorporate the advice contained within the guidance in all new road and footway works 
commissioned by his Department; (5) that his Department will seek to implement improvements to 
the existing road and footway network as and when resources become available, and (6) that the 
guidance will be included in the Council’s Local Transport Strategy document which his Department 
is currently preparing. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the publication of the guidance be noted; 

 
(2) that the obligation on all Council Departments to extend the use of all types of approved 

tactile surfaces to make the public access network more user friendly for visually impaired 
people and thereby to promote social inclusion be noted; 

 
(3) that the intention to incorporate the advice in all new road and footway works commissioned 

by the Department of Planning and Development be noted; 
 

(4) that it be noted that the Department of Planning and Development will seek to implement 
improvements to the existing road and footway network as and when resources become 
available, and 

 
(5) that the report be referred to the Construction Services, Education, Environmental Services, 

Housing, Leisure Services, Planning and Development and Social Work Committees for their 
interest. 

 
 
 
SCOTTISH  CYCLE  DEVELOPMENT  PROJECT - MASS PARTICIPATION  EVENT - SEPTEMBER 1999 
 
5. There was submitted a report dated 17 February 1999 by the Director of Planning and Development 

(1) advising of a proposal by the Scottish Cycle Development Campaign to initiate a Glasgow to 
Edinburgh mass cycle ride annually as from September of this year; (2) indicating a provisional date 
and other outline arrangements for the event; (3) stating that the route of the proposed cycle parade 
will pass through the North Lanarkshire area, and (4) providing his observations thereon. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the proposed date and other outline arrangements for the event be noted, and 

 
(2) that it be noted that the Director of Planning and Development will submit further reports to 

the Sub-Committee as further details are finalised. 
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IMPLEMENTATION  OF  A  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  COUNCIL  TRAFFIC  SIGNAL  AUTOMATIC  
MONITORING  SYSTEM 
 
6. Under reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of the Sub-Committee held on 

23 September 1998, there was submitted a report dated 17 February 1999 by the Director of 
Planning and Development (1) summarising the up to date position with regard to the development of 
an automated Traffic Signal Monitoring system in North Lanarkshire, and (2) seeking authorisation to 
continue discussions with the two manufacturers of commercially available equipment to establish 
estimated costs for a lease/purchase scheme for an appropriate Traffic Signal Automatic Monitoring 
system. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Planning and Development be authorised to continue further discussions 

with the two manufacturers of commercially available equipment to establish estimated costs 
for a five year lease/purchase scheme for a Traffic Signal Automatic Monitoring system, and 

 
(2) that the Director of Planning and Development submit a report to a future meeting of the 

Sub-Committee detailing the findings of his discussions and containing recommendations for 
an appropriate course of action for the Council. 

 
 
 
IMPLEMENTATION  OF  A  30 MPH  SPEED  LIMIT  AT  GARRION  BRIDGE 
 
7. Under reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Development 

Committee held on 3 February 1999, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 9 February 1999 
by the Director of Planning and Development advising of the requirement to implement a 30 mph 
speed restriction on the A71 and the new road associated with the proposed new bridge scheme at 
Garrion Bridge. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the promotion of a 30 mph speed limit Order, as detailed within Schedule 1 to the report, 

be approved; 
 

(2) that the classification of the works, as detailed within Schedule 2 to the report, be approved, 
and 

 
(3) that the Director of Planning and Development submit a report to the next meeting of the 

Planning and Development Committee regarding the status of the proposed Compulsory 
Purchase Orders. 

 
 
WORKS  IN  THE  PUBLIC  ROAD 
 
8. There was submitted a report dated 8 February 1999 by the Director of Planning and Development 

advising Members of the relevant legislation and mechanisms by which statutory undertakers carry 
out works to public roads. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Administration write to the Secretary of State for Scotland indicating the 

Council’s concern over powers given to statutory undertakers, and, in particular, Cable 
Television Companies, to determine the location of the boxes housing their apparatus, and 
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(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 
 
THE  SECURITY  OF  PRIVATE  ROAD WORKS  (SCOTLAND)  AMENDMENT  REGULATIONS 
 
9. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 February 1999 by the Director of Planning and 

Development (1) advising of amendments to the Security of Private Road Works (Scotland) 
Regulations, which came into force on 28 December 1998; (2) providing an analysis of the main 
implications of the amendments for the Council, and (3) providing his observations thereon. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that it be noted that the Director of Planning and Development is currently liaising with the 

Head of Legal Services on any possible additional cost implications to the Council as a result 
of the Regulations, and  

 
(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
ROAD  SAFETY  WITHIN  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  -  UPDATE 
 
10. Under reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 

23 September 1998, there was submitted a report dated 1 February 1999 by the Director of 
Administration (1) reminding Members that he had been instructed to approach the Scottish Office 
and local Members of Parliament seeking their support for additional funding to enable the 
establishment of an improved Road Safety Programme; (2) indicating that local Members of 
Parliament had supported the Council’s request, and (3) advising that the Scottish Office had 
responded intimating that, whilst attaching great importance to the safety of people on Scotland’s 
roads, all capital resources for 1998/99 had been fully allocated. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Administration write to the Minister for Housing, Transport and European 

Affairs at the Scottish Office seeking additional funding in the financial year 1999/2000 to 
enable an improved Road Safety Programme to be established, and  

 
(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
ROAD  ACCIDENT  CASUALTY  TRENDS  IN  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  IN  1998 
 
11. Under reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 

6 January 1999, there was submitted a report dated 12 February 1999 by the Director of Planning 
and Development providing an analysis of the road accident casualty trends for the North 
Lanarkshire area in 1998. 

 
Superintendent McKinlay then orally reported on the success of this year’s Christmas Safety 
Campaign which had concentrated on drink driving, speeding and seat belt usage. 
 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Planning and Development, in conjunction with Strathclyde Police, 

prepare a report providing an analysis and breakdown, by area, of the road accident casualty 
trends for consideration by all Area Committees;  
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(2) that the report be otherwise noted, and 
 

(3) that the information provided by Strathclyde Police be noted. 
 
DECRIMINALISED  PARKING  ENFORCEMENT  -  GLASGOW  CITY  COUNCIL 
 
12. There was submitted a report dated 2 February 1999 by the Director of Planning and Development 

(1) intimating that Edinburgh City Council had introduced decriminalised parking enforcement within 
the City of Edinburgh on 5 October 1998; (2) advising that Glasgow City Council subsequently 
proposed to introduce decriminalised parking enforcement within and adjacent to Glasgow City 
Centre from 4 October 1999; (3) indicating that Glasgow City Council had written to this Council 
seeking its views on the introduction of a decriminalised parking enforcement regime within Glasgow 
City Centre, and (4) proposing that, as the Glasgow City Council proposals have no direct 
implications for the North Lanarkshire area, he be authorised to respond to Glasgow City Council 
stating that this Council has no objections to its proposal. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that it be noted that Edinburgh City Council had introduced decriminalised parking 

enforcement within the City of Edinburgh on 5 October 1998; 
 

(2) that it be noted that Glasgow City Council proposed to introduce decriminalised parking 
enforcement within the City of Glasgow from 4 October 1999; 

 
(3) that the Director of Planning and Development be authorised to respond to Glasgow City 

Council stating that this Council has no objections to the proposal for the introduction of a 
decriminalised parking enforcement within the City, and 

 
(4) that the Director of Planning and Development submit a report to the next meeting of the 

Planning and Development Committee indicating the advantages and disadvantages of the 
Council decriminalising parking enforcement within North Lanarkshire. 

 


