
ENDA mh! NO. 
AIRDRIE AREA - 1 February2dQ 

Alexandra Primary School, Broomknoll Street, Airdrie, 1 February 2005 at 7 pm. 

A Meeting of the AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Fagan, Convener; Councillors Curley, J. McGuigan, Morgan, Stocks and Sullivan. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Fagan (Convener) presided. 

IN AlTENDANCE 

The Chief Executive; Committee Officer, Department of Administration; Production Services Manager (Area 
Team Leader) and Accounting Manager, Department of Finance; Project Co-ordinator, Department of 
Community Services; Area Housing Manager, Department of Housing and Property Services; Road Network 
Operations Manager, Development Projects Team Leader and Senior Planning Officer, Department of Planning 
and Environment, and Operations Manager, Department of Social Work. 

ALSO IN AlTENDANCE 

P. Chapman and T. McFarlane, Airdrie and Villages Community Forum, Chief Inspector Sandy Geddes, 
Strathclyde Police and Alistair Macintyre, Strathclyde Fire Brigade. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors S. Coyle, Devine and Morris. 

BUDGET CONSULTATION - SETTING OF THE COUNCIL TAX AND THE GENERAL REVENUE 
BUDGET FOR 2005106 

1. The Chief Executive provided a detailed presentation on the setting of the Council Tax and the 
Council's Budget including reference to, inter alia, (1) sources of income and proposed expenditure; 
(2) revenue estimates for the financial year 2005/06 for each Department of the Council; (3) efficiency 
savings; (4) areas of possible growth, and (5) the financial outlook for 2006/07 and 2007/08. 

Thereon, the Chief Executive responded to questions by elected Members and community 
representatives. 

Decided: that the presentation be noted. 

AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE - MINUTE 

2. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Airdrie Area Committee held on 16 November 
2004. 

Decided: that the Minute be noted. 
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COMMUNITY C 0 UN C I L MINUTES 

3. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of Monkland Glen Community Council held on 
28 September, 1 November and 15 December 2004, and Salsburgh Community Council held on 
11 November and 8 December 2004. 

Decided: that the Minutes be noted. 

AlRDRlE AND VILLAGES COMMUNITY FORUM - MINUTE 

4. There was submitted a report dated 22 December 2004 by the Director of Community Services 
enclosing the Minute of the meeting of Airdrie and Villages Community Forum held on 6 December 
2004. 

Decided: that the report and Minute be noted. 

GOOD NEWS 

5. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 December 2004 by the Director of Community 
Services advising of various Good News events and facilities within the Airdrie Area. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Area Committee offer its congratulations to the Department of Community Services 
on the recycling improvements made throughout the area, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

PARKING FOR DISABLED PERSONS 

6. There was submitted a report dated 1 February 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
advising of (1) the provision of parking bays for disabled persons in residential areas, on-street and in 
off-street car parks; (2) the provision of designated parking bays within the Airdrie Town Centre, and 
(3) the difficulties in enforcing the proper use of parking bays. 

The Operations Manager then orally advised the Area Committee (1) that the Department of Social 
Work was responsible for processing applications for the provision of “advisory” parking bays for 
disabled persons within residential areas; (2) that each application was assessed against the criteria 
for the scheme, and (3) that of the 36 applications within the Airdrie Area for the period from April to 
December 2004, 24 met the requisite criteria and had accordingly been approved. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

AlRDRlE TO BATHGATE RAIL LINK 

7. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 14 September 
2004 when, inter alia, the Committee, for its interest, had expressed concern regarding the comments 
contained in the initial detailed feasibility study by the Council’s consultants on the practicalities of 
re-opening the Airdrie to Bathgate rail link in relation to the engineering and operational implications of 
developing new stations at Plains and Caldercruix, there was submitted a report dated 1 February 
2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) providing an update on the feasibility of 
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re-opening the Airdrie to Bathgate rail link; (2) outlining the background to the proposed scheme; (3) 
intimating that a technical feasibility study had confirmed that the envisaged rail service could be 
delivered; (4) indicating that the next stage involved the appointment of consultants to take forward 
the detailed design and to consider the economic activity and location impacts of re-opening the line; 
(5) informing that the cost of reinstating the railway had been estimated to be in the region of f 190m 
to f225m; (6) advising that the overall scheme was being controlled by a Steering Group with 
representation from North Lanarkshire Council, West Lothian Council, Strathclyde Passenger 
Transport, Transport Initiatives Edinburgh and the Scottish Executive, and (7) indicating that public 
consultations on the formalisation of the design would take place during the first half of 2005. 

The Convener then orally advised the Committee (1) that a meeting had taken place involving 
interested parties which, in effect, resulted in the parties concerned making a commitment to progress 
the proposed scheme, and (2) that legislation had to be passed to enable the proposed scheme to go 
ahead. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Area Committee, for its interest, requested that the Director of Planning and 
Environment contact the Steering Group and the Consultants for the Airdrie to Bathgate Rail 
Link Scheme to ensure that they consult with the relevant communities and local community 
groups in addition to their plans to meet the Area Committee and hold public meetings, and 

(2) that the report be noted. 

SMALL COMMUNITIES PROGRAMME - BIDS FOR PROJECTS 

8. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 14 September 
2004, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 January 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising (a) that projects had been identified for inclusion in the Small Communities 
Programme and categorised in terms of their fit with the criteria for the programme and ease of 
implementation; (b) that category 1 projects could be implemented entirely from the Small 
Communities Budget; (c) that category 2 projects required additional finance and resources, and (d) 
that category 3 projects would be more appropriately led and delivered from other funding sources or 
organisations; (2) intimating that eight projects had been identified within the Airdrie and Villages area, 
details of which were set out in the Appendix to the report; (3) indicating that five of the projects fell 
within category 1, two fell within category 2, and one fell within category 3; (4) further advising that 
the projects identified in the Airdrie and Villages area could be delivered through a single contract 
allowing for the training element to be managed by the Lanarkshire Environmental Task Force, and 
(5) informing that details of the proposals would be finalised over the next four months and that the 
scheme would be discussed with local community groups and organisations prior to implementation to 
ensure that they meet local aspirations and objectives. 

Decided: that the Committee approve and recommend to the Policy and Resources Committee 

( I )  the categories identified in the report for prioritising delivery of the proposed 
projects; 

(2) that the Director of Planning and Environment proceed with developing the 
category 1 and category 2 projects for delivery in the financial year 2005106; 

(3) that the Director of Planning and Environment develop a training programme 
for the category 1 projects, and 

(4) that the Director of Planning and Environment (a) seek assistance in the 
delivery of the category 3 project, and (b) prepare a report should it be 
considered that funding from the Small Communities Budget may be 
appropriate for submission to a future meeting of the Committee. 


