
NORTH LANARKSHIRE 

Date: 22 October 201 3 

COUNCIL 

Ref: SP/03/12/SP 

To: COATBRIDGE LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP Subject: COATBRIDGE TOWN CENTRE 1 ACTION PLAN UPDATE 

From: HEAD OF PLANNING 8. REGENERATION 

1. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

3. 

3.1 

4. 

4.1 

4.3 

Purpose of Report 

This report seeks to update the Partnership and Committee on progress with the Coatbridge Town 
Centre Action Plan. 

Coatbridge Town Centre Framework and Action Plan 

The Council is developing new frameworks and action plans for all of its town centres. The new 
frameworks will look to address issues including development opportunities; town centre activity; 
accessibility and movement; design, quality and character; town centre management; business 
support and marketing and promotion. A guidance note which sets out the process for preparing 
these Frameworks can be viewed at www.northlanarkshire.aov.uk/towncentres. 

The consultation to develop the new Coatbridge Town Centre Framework has taken place with a 
wide range of stakeholders including councillors, council services, partners, local businesses. Two 
newsletters which summarise the input to the consultation to date are available on the council’s 
website www.northlanarkshire.aov.uk/coatbridae. Copies have been placed in the Buchanan 
Centre. 

The information gathered is being analysed and will lead to a draft Action Plan later in 2013. 

Capital Budget 

The Council agreed its Capital Programme for the period 2013114 to 2017/18 in March 2013. A 
capital bid for Town Centres has been approved for a five year period from 2013/14 - 2017/18 for 
the delivery of future capital projects in each town centre. No funding has been allocated for 
Coatbridge Town Centre. Consequently the new Framework and Action Plan for Coatbridge will 
need to identify opportunities for external funding. 

National Review of Town Centres 

Further to the publication of the recommendations from the External Advisory Group to the Scottish 
Government on a national review of town centres, as reported to the previous meeting, the Scottish 
Government is considering the report with a view to producing an action plan for Scotland’s town 
centres this autumn. The action plan will set out the Government’s response in the first instance 
and go on to invite local authorities, communities and other key sectors to contribute to its 
development. The report entitled “Community and Enterprise in Scotland’s Town Centres” is 
available to view on-line at htt~://www.scotland.aov.uWPublications/2013/07/7250. 

There are a number of aspects that officers are already seeking to progress:- 
* Discussions are underway with a Housing Association to seek to address the Bank Street 

terrace of properties. 
A bid for Coatbridge has been submitted to Creative Scotland under their “Creative Places” 
scheme. 
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0 Historic Scotland are (at time of writing) considering the designation of the Monklands Canal as 
a Scheduled Monument. 
The traditional lighting is to be restored to Blairhill Street Bridge as part of the current works. 

TOWN CENTRE DATA (as a t  18th SeDtember 2013) 

It may be noted that whilst a Townscape Heritage Bid has been submitted to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund for Airdrie - Historic Scotland have indicated that their Conservation Area Regeneration 
Scheme (CARS) will be open to the next round of bidding during 2014. Once the criteria become 
known the Council will consider whether it is appropriate to submit a bid for Coatbridge. 

FOOTFALL VARIATIONS 

5. Town Centre Activities 
5.1 Vacancy Rate & Footfall: 

As requested at the last meeting the table below sets out the Vacancy Rate data and footfall data 
forall the Town Centres in North Lanarkshire to allow a comparison to be made. 

** 

** 

* note that void % can vary according to whether you count shops, businesses,community & charitable uses. Once a year voids are calculated by sq m. 

** note that a number of footfall counters have not been operational for full 12 months 

*** % from TCA 

5.2 Coatbridge Events 

The Christmas Light Switch on will take place on Friday 29* November at 3.30pm to 5.00pm 
in Coatbridge Town Centre. Appendices A & B contain a list of events organised by Town Centre 
Activities in 2012 and 2013 in all seven town centres in North Lanarkshire. It should be noted that, 
in future, this information will be reported annually along with an update on the indicators in the 
town centre framework and action plan. 

6. Restoration of the Vulcan 

6.1 Progress is being made on the restoration of The Vulcan, the first iron hulled vessel built in 
Scotland. The Vulcan is currently being restored in Arbroath and will be returned to Summerlee 
Heritage Park on completion to be used as a floating classroom. Fundraising is ongoing. The 
cradle design is out to tender. 

7. Dundyvan Church 

7.1 The legal action to recover the Council’s costs from the owner Neatearth Ltd for securing the 
amenity of the site is continuing - hopefully with settlement of the first set of costs imminent. 
However, the recent breach of the boundary fencing was addressed by Neatearth Ltd when it was 
drawn to their attention. A verbal update will be provided to members. 
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7.2 

7.3 

8 

8.1 

Officers are continuing to seek to identify potential users for the site in order to try and address the 
blight caused by its current state. 

In terms of the planning application for demolition (subject to 300 plus objections) this is being 
considered for withdrawal - and being replaced with a scheme that retains the tower. A verbal 
update will be provided at the meeting. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Local Area Partnership note progress made on the projects and 
initiatives contained within the Coatbridge Town Centre Action Plan. 

SHIRLEY LINTON 
HEAD OF PLANNING & REGENERATION 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Shirley Penman or Dave Sutton on 01236 632636 (1 8 Sept 201 3) 
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The Mad Hatter and his friends will descend on 
our town centres this Easter and host a day uf 

Streets Ative c ~ ~ ~ d r e n ' s  a c ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ s ,  There will be ~ a ~ ~ o ~ n  
with Mad Hatter and 
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23rd June 
201 2 

I 

Streets Alive @ 

30th June 
201 2 

Kilsyth 
Bellshill 

4th - 8th July 

3raJul 2012 
5 Jul 2012 
6 Jul 2012 

13 July 

14 July 
201 2 

1 7th July 
201 2 

19" July 
201 2 

20th July 
201 2 

27" July 
201 2 

28" July 
201 2 

31" July 
201 2 

Live Local, Shop 
Local 

Campaign Launch 

Airdrie's Wee Fair 
Day 

Health Centre 
Opening 

Coatbridge 

Airdrie 

Summer I Wishaw 
Motherwell 

I Kilsyth 

Bellshill 

Live Local, Shop Local is a marketing campaign 
designed to raise awareness of and promote 
North Lanarkshire's town centres through various 
marketing promotions and initiatives. 

The campaign will begin in Coatbridge Town 
Centre with a balloon launch and a host of family 
activities to mark the occasion. The launch of the 
campaign is to attract interest in our message 
and to encourage people to support their local 
town centre. 

To celebrate the opening of the new Airdrie 
Community Health Centre in Graham Street, we 
will be hosting Airdrie's Wee Fair Day in the town 
centre. Among the activities on the day will be 
Children's Rides, Hook a Duck, Coconut Shy and 
Giant Games. There will also be a Continental 
Market taking place over the weekend providing 
a selection of goods from across Europe. The 
day itself will give local groups and organisations 
an opportunity to come along and promote 
themselves. It is hoped the day will instil a sense 
of civic pride in the people of Airdrie and 
encourage them to think about using their town 
centre once again. 

Independents day is a national campaign 
celebrating independent retails throughout UK. 
Using this as a theme, we will be running a 
competition in Coatbridge town centre 
highlighting the various independent stores in the 
area. Participating retailers will display the year 
in which they were established and shoppers will 
be asked to identify the oldest independent 
retailer and the newest independent retailer. This 
will be run in conjunction with Airdrie and 
Coatbridge Advertiser. 

We will be hosting various activities in each of 
our town centres throughout the summer 
holidays. With a range of activities including face 
painting, hook a duck, coconut shy, bungee run, 
bucking bronco and trampolines there will be 
something for all ages to take part in. The 
packed programme of events will give families 
plenty to do throughout the summer whilst 
promoting our town centres through the local 
press and radio advertising. 
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27'h July 
201 2 

I 

2"d August 
201 2 

Cumbernauld Live 

Christmas Light 
Switch-on 

3'd August 
201 2 

1 Oth August 
201 2 

1 1 th August 
201 2 

Cumbernauld 

Motherwell 

Wishaw 

Cumbernauld 

1 8th August 
201 2 

15'h Nov 
201 2 
16'h Nov 
201 2 
17m Nov 
201 2 
22"' Nov 
201 2 
23" Nov 
201 2 
24m Nov 
201 2 
30m Nov 
201 2 

Coatbridge Youth Coatbridge 
Forum 

Hawaiian Street 
Party 

Wishaw 

Kilsyth 
Streets Alive 62 

Summer 

I Motherwell 

Kilsyth 

A number of local groups have joined together to 
organise the Hawaiian Street Party for the 
second year running. Town Centre Activities are 
once again supporting Strathclyde Police and 
Coatbridge Youth Forum as they bring some 
beach themed fun to the town centre. TCA will 
engage with the local retailers to encourage 
them to become involved in the day's 
celebrations. 

We will be hosting various activities in each of 
our town centres throughout the summer 
holidays. With a range of activities including face 
painting, hook a duck, coconut shy, bungee run, 
bucking bronco and trampolines there will be 
something for all ages to take part in. The 
packed programme of events will give families 
plenty to do throughout the summer whilst 
promoting our town centres through the local 
press and radio advertising. 

Inspired by Britain's Got Talent, X Factor and the 
Voice, Cumbernauld Live will be a showcase of 
local and national talent. Building on from last 
year's event, we will bring a host of different acts 
to Cumbernauld Shopping Centre to keep 
everyone entertained. 

Each year the Christmas events not only fulfil a 
civic duty but aim to create a festive atmosphere 
and mark the start of the Christmas shopping 
period in our town centres. This year again we 
hope to build on the success of last year by 
hosting the events in partnership with Real Radio 
offering a programme of performers to attract 
everyone to the town centre. 
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