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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Committee that the Environmental Improvements 
at Graham Street have been recognised at the Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning 
ceremony on 10 March 2005. 

Background 

As the Committee will be aware, the second phase of environmental improvements in the 
Town Centre were completed in 2004. Following this, the scheme was submitted for 
consideration for The Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning. A competition co-sponsored 
by the Scottish Executive and the Royal Town Planning Institute in Scotland. 

Following initial assessments, the area was visited by an independent judging and 
assessment panel, including representatives of the Royal Town Planning Institute, the 
Scottish Executive, the Scottish Retail Consortium and chaired by Joan Burnie, Associate 
Editor of the Daily Record. 

2004 Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning 

At an award ceremony held in Edinburgh on lo th March 2005, the Communities Minister 
presented North Lanarkshire Council with a Commendation for Outstanding Performance 
and Quality in the Development on the Ground. 

Judges were impressed with ‘the quality of environmental improvements and the inclusion 
of locally relevant art’. They also commented that ‘overall, this project has played a 
valuable role of the regeneration of Airdrie town centre’. It is very encouraging to receive 
recognition at a national level for the planning process and the overall quality of the 
improvements on the ground. 

Airdrie Action Plan 

As part of a programme involving all of North Lanarkshire’s Town Centres, an Action Plan 
is being prepared which will provide a strategic context for the future role of Airdrie, 
ensuring that the Town Centre is an attractive location for retailers, business and 
associated uses. The Plan will identify the priorities for the Council and its private and 
public sector partners in delivering the economic regeneration of the Town. This will provide 
a context for the redevelopment of the Boots site, Airdrie Business Centre, Mill Street 



regeneration, further phases of environmental improvements and the redevelopment of 
vacant buildings and sites in the town centre. The contents of the Action Plan will be 
reported to the Economic Regeneration Committee in May and thereafter to the Area 
Committee. 

4.2 Notwithstanding the contents of the future Action Plan, the next phase of environmental 
improvement works in Airdrie Town Centre is currently being finalised and it is expected 
that work will begin in Bank Street and South Bridge Street in early summer 2005. The 
proposed works involve the replacement of the road and pedestrian surfaces, the removal 
of double kerbs and provision of new parking, taxi and bus facilities. The materials to be 
used on the footways would match those used on the pedestrian areas of Graham Street 
with the carriageway being relaid with Black Top. New street furniture lighting columns, 
trees and tree guards will also be introduced. The opportunity will also be taken to carry out 
improvements to the footpath link from South Bridge Street to the Wellwynd Church car 
park. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 The Committee is asked to note the success of Airdrie Town Centre Environmental 
Improvements Phase 2 at the 2004 Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning and the 
preparation of an Action Plan for Airdrie. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

(23 March 2005) 
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