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Alexandra Primary School, Broomknoll Street, Airdrie 

Airdrie, 12 April 2005 at 7 pm. 

A Meeting of the AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Fagan, Convener; Councillors S. Coyle, Donnelly, J. McGuigan and Morris. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Fagan (Convener) presided. 

IN AlTENDANCE 

The Committee Officer, Department of Administration; Accounting Manager (as substitute for Area Team 
Leader), Department of Finance; Head of Planning and Development, Senior Planning Officer, Senior Engineer 
(Operations) and Senior EngineedOfficer (Central), Department of Planning and Environment; Area Housing 
Manager, Department of Housing and Property Services; Operations Manager (North), Department of Social 
Work and Project Co-ordinator, Department of Community Services. 

ALSO IN AlTENDANCE 

0. McAvoy and E. Wright, Airdrie and Villages Community Forum; Chief Inspector Sandy Geddes, Strathclyde 
Police; Ms. lrene McKie, Head of Strategic Planning, Lanarkshire Health Board; Simon Knight, Just Youth and 
Kirsty McNeil, @ home centre. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Logue, Morgan, Stocks and Sullivan. 

JUST YOUTH DVD ENTITLED "AGE IS JUST A NUMBER" - PRESENTATION 

1. The Convener introduced to the meeting Mr. S. Knight of Just Youth and three young people 
representing the @ home centre and they proceeded to give a brief presentation by means of a DVD 
entitled "Age is Just a Number" on the work of their organisations with regard to improving 
communication links between young and elderly people within the Airdrie area. Several of the young 
people involved in the production of the DVD were in attendance and responded to questions by 
Members of the Committee and those present at the meeting. 

Thereon, the Convener congratulated the members of Just Youth and the young people of @ home 
centre on their good work and thanked them for their presentation. They then left the meeting. 

Decided: that the presentation be noted. 

AlRDRlE AREA COMMITTEE - MINUTE 

2. There was submitted the Minute of the meeting of the Airdrie Area Committee held on 1 February 
2005. 

Decided: that the Minute be noted. 
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COMMUNITY CO UN C I L MINUTES 

3. There were submitted the Minutes of the meetings of Monkland Glen Community Council held on 
15 December, 2004, 27 January and 3 March 2005, and Salsburgh Community Council held on 
14 January and 10 February 2005. 

Decided: that the Minutes be noted. 

AlRDRlE AND VILLAGES COMMUNITY FORUM - MINUTE 

4. There was submitted the Minute of the Airdrie and Villages Community Forum held on 7 March 2005. 

Decided: that the Minute be noted. 

GOOD NEWS 

5. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 March 2005 by the Director of Community Services 
advising of various good news events and facilities within the Airdrie Area. 

Councillor J. McGuigan referred to the official opening of the Rochsoles Community Centre, Airdrie 
and intimated his thanks to the local community for work in partnership with the Council in securing 
the refurbishment and development of the Community Centre. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

GARTLEA ROAD RAILWAY BRIDGE, AlRDRlE 

6. Under reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 16 November 
2004 there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 March 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment attaching as an Appendix to the report, a report dated 1 March 2005 by the Director of 
Planning and Environment which had been submitted to the Planning and Environment Committee, at 
its meeting of 14 March 2005 providing an update on the programme for the delivery of the project to 
replace and improve Gartlea Road Railway Bridge, Airdrie (1) advising that negotiations with Network 
Rail had established that there existed an option to accelerate the project at an additional cost to the 
Council of f2,829.55; (2) intimating that the Director of Planning and Environment had confirmed to 
Network Rail that the terms were acceptable, and that Network Rail had subsequently issued an 
instruction to their Framework Contractor to proceed with the project; (3) indicating that the first phase 
of the project involved the completion of site investigation works at the bridge to confirm ground 
conditions and the extent of disused mine workings; (4) informing that once the site investigation 
works had been completed it would be possible to develop a programme for the project and that a 
report thereon would be submitted to the Committee, and (5) stating that it was anticipated that the 
timescale of the project could be accelerated to commence in the Autumn of 2005. 

Decided: 

(1) that the report be noted, and 

(2) that the Director of Planning and Environment submit a report providing details of a 
programme for the implementation of the project to replace and improve Gartlea Road 
Railway Bridge, Airdrie, for submission to a future meeting of the Committee. 
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SCOTTISH AWARDS FOR QUALITY IN PLANNING - AlRDRlE TOWN CENTRE ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPROVEMENTS 

7. There was submitted a report dated 23 March 2005 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
advising that phase 2 of the scheme of environmental improvements at Graham Street, Airdrie had 
been recognised at the Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning ceremony in Edinburgh on 10 March 
2005; (2) intimating that the competition was co-sponsored by the Scottish Executive and the Royal 
Town Planning Institute in Scotland; (3) indicating that the Communities Minister had presented North 
Lanarkshire Council with a Commendation for Outstanding Performance and Quality in the 
Development; (4) intimating that the judges had been impressed with "the quality of the environmental 
improvements and the inclusion of locally relevant art", and commented that the project had played a 
valuable role in the regeneration of Airdrie; (5) informing that as part of a programme involving all 
town centres within North Lanarkshire, an Action Plan was being formulated for Airdrie town centre (a) 
to provide a strategic context for the future role of Airdrie, and (b) to ensure that the town centre would 
be an attractive location for retailers, business and associated uses; (6) stating that, notwithstanding 
the contents of the Airdrie Action Plan, the next phase of environmental improvement works in the 
town centre was being finalised, and that it was anticipated that the work would begin, in Bank Street 
and South Bridge Street, in the summer of 2005, and (7) advising that a report on the Action Plan 
would be submitted to the next meeting of the Economic Regeneration Committee and, thereafter, to 
the next meeting of the Airdrie Area Committee. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

AlRDRlE AREA POLICING 

8. Chief Inspector Geddes orally detailed policing incidents in Airdrie and the surrounding villages for the 
period from January to March 2005 indicating the number of reported crimes during the period and 
providing a breakdown of the crimes reported. 

Decided: that the police report in relation to policing within Airdrie and the surrounding villages 
be noted. 

TRAVELLING PEOPLE'S SITE AT FORREST STREET 

9. The Area Housing Manager provided the Committee with an oral report in relation to the Travelling 
People's Site at Forrest Street indicating that the site had been damaged through vandalism. 

He indicated that improvements to the condition and the security of the site were being investigated 
and that the site was being retained as a Travelling People's Site at the moment as there was no 
other alternative site for use by travelling people in North Lanarkshire. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

AlRDRlE HEALTH CENTRE 

10. The Social Work Operations Manager (North), provided an oral update on the status of the proposed 
joint venture by the Council and Lanarkshire Health Board to develop a Primary Care and Resource 
Centre in Airdrie Town Centre. 

Thereon, the Chair introduced Ms. I. McKie, Head of Strategic Planning for Lanarkshire Health Board 
to the meeting and she was duly heard in relation to the current position with regard to the siting of the 
proposed facility, funding, the business plan and timescale for completion. 

Decided: that the information be noted. 
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ROADWORK PROGRAMMES 

11. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 March 2005 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment regarding roads, footways, street lighting and structure renewal works undertaken in the 
Airdrie and Villages area for the financial year 2004/2005 (1) providing details of the Revenue Budget 
for the Roads and Transportation Service; (2) enclosing in the Appendix to the report a detailed works 
programme undertaken in 2004/05 to a total value of f 1,438,600; (3) indicating that the Council had 
shown significant improvement in the statutory performance indicators in respect of roads, footways, 
street lighting and structure renewal, and (4) advising that the number of Third Party Claims against 
the Council due to road defects had halved since the introduction of a carriageway and precinct safety 
inspection regime in 2001. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 
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