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Purpose of Report 
This report seeks approval for Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan and to agree a range of projects 
and initiatives as the priorities for securing long term regeneration. 

Background 
This Action Plan is one of a series being prepared for all North Lanarkshire's Town 
Centres. This is intended to highlight the Council's commitment to active leadership and 
capital investment. It will also provide a context for private and public sector partners as 
well as communities to support the Council in physical projects, infrastructure works and 
measures such as land assembly and effective maintenance. 

Heritage and Commitment 

Airdrie has a historic town centre that is undergoing a step change in economic and social 
activity. In this respect, the town has been affected by industrial restructuring and economic 
decline in the recent past but through this the town centre has remained a strong focus for 
the whole community providing a mix of cultural, social and business uses unparalleled in 
North Lanarkshire. 

This process of renewal in the Town Centre has been led by substantial public investment 
over recent years. Physical projects have included, the award winning environmental 
improvements, enhanced rear service provision and the development of Airdrie Business 
Centre site. Other initiatives have involved Streetsmart, enhanced maintenance regimes 
and the introduction of Community Wardens to the Town Centre. 

This Action Plan looks to continue this commitment to regeneration and develop the vital 
role that Airdrie's has for the Lanarkshire economy. This will exploit the opportunities 
afforded from new rail and road links, such as the Airdrie-Bathgate line and will seek to 
assist in delivering new office, business, residential and retail opportunities. 

Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan 

Building on these commitments the Action Plan identifies and promotes further public and 
private projects aimed at creating a positive and sustainable economic and social future for 
the Town. 

It is based around a costed and timed range of projects, premised around three key themes 
of 

Diversification - ensuring that Airdrie retains its retailing base and attracts new uses 
and users to secure a diverse, sustainable mix of economic, social and cultural 
activities 
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Infrastructure - establishing an integrated transport network connecting all the 
communities in the area and capitalising on the potential for access to the strategic 
rail network 
Design & Quality - protecting and enhancing the existing quality design in buildings 
and open spaces together with improved levels of maintenance and vigorous 
promotion and marketing to create safer and cleaner streets. 

The actions outlined have been identified as being key to the regeneration of the Town 
Centre and are split into the timescale for delivery. Short term is based around 1-3 yrs, 
Medium 3-5 and long term is 5 years and beyond. 

Corporate Considerations 

No specific commitment for finance is sought at this stage. However, Committee is asked to 
approve, in principle, the list of projects in Appendix 1 as the priority for delivery 

However in order to deliver the Action Plan it is considered that there will be a need to 
allocate finance and align Corporate Budgets to individual initiatives and projects in 
forthcoming years. This will confirm the lead role of the Council but recognise that 
implementation can only be secured through support from partners such as Scottish 
Enterprise Lanarkshire, Strathclyde Passenger Transport as well as the Private Sector. 

It is also proposed that the Action Plan be used as a means of consulting and informing 
communities about the intentions of the Council and its partners in the town centre. As such 
it is proposed that this paper be presented at a future meeting of the Airdrie Area 
Committee. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that Committee: 

a) Approves the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan as a means for delivering 
sustainable regeneration. 

b) Agrees that the table of projects in Appendix 1 should form the basis for the 
ongoing priorities of the Council in Airdrie Town Centre and that monitoring of 
progress and financial commitments are considered at future meetings of the 
Economic Regeneration Committee. 
Refers the Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan to the Airdrie Area Committee for 
information. 

c) 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Gordon Laing on 01236 61647 

(28 April 2005) 
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Appendix 1 - Airdrie Town Centre Action Plan - Table of Projects - 
1. Infrastructure 

Chapel Street Car Park 
Creation of a town centre car park, on the site of a former 
gasholder and accessed via the new link road to Airdrie Business 
Centre from Chapel Street. 

Vacant & 
Derelict 

Land Fund 
€1,000,000 TRANSPORT Short-term 

TRANSPORT 

Airdrie Rail Station Car Park 
An extension to the existing Park & Ride facility at Airdrie Rail 
Station. 

Medium- 
term €200,000 NLC I SPT SPT 

Airdrie- Bathgate Rail Line 
The reinstatement of the link between Airdrie and Bathgate. The 
Council will assess the development and regeneration 
opportunities afforded by this investment from central 
government. 

Scottish 
Executive TRANSPORT Long-term E 225m 

Shopmobility 
Identification and development of a Town Centre site for 
Shopmobility. 

NLC I 
Private 
Sector1 
Lottery 

TWNSPORT Short-term E 100.000 

Central Corridor Strategic Transport Assessment 
A study to identify and model the patterns of vehicle movement 
into and between Airdrie and Coatbridge, with a view to 
developing a range of measures to alleviate identified areas of 
stress within the road network and encourage alternative modes 
of transport. 

TRANSPORT Short-term €1 00,000 NLC I SEL SEL 

Gartlea Road Railway Bridge 
Replacement of weight restricted railway bridge on Gartlea Road. 
Assess pedestrian linkages between the retail park and town 
centre and identify improvements required to increase pedestrian 
flow. 

3 

Roads 
Capital TRANSPORT Short-term €1,250,000 Network Rail 

L 



2. Diversification 

NLC / SEL 

PUBLIC 
SERVICES 

SEL 

BUSINESS 

PUBLIC 
SERVICES 

DEVELOPMENT 
LAND 

DEVELOPMENT 
LAND 

DEVELOPMENT 
LAND 

Airdrie Resource Centre 
Assist in the identification and procurement of a site for a resource 
centre providing Primary Health Care and Social Work services 
on a single campus within or adjacent to the Town Centre. 

Airdrie Business Centre - Mill Street 
The Council will complete the construction of a Business Centre, 
access road and car park on the former Mill Street Ornamental 
Gardens 

Education Provision 
Assess the provision of educational facilities within and adjacent 
to the Airdrie Town Centre area. 

86 to 88 Graham Street 
Assist the new owners in the regeneration and enhancement of 
the retail and non-retail facilities on this important Town Centre 
site. 

Former Wellwynd Church 
Assess the potential of utilising the vacant former church and hall 
for community or business use. 

CoatdykelRochsolloch Regeneration 
The identification and delivery of a range of transport, 
development, residential, business and environmental 
enhancement opportunities in the Coatdyke and Rochsolloch area 
to secure long term regeneration. 

Medium- 
term 

S hod-term 

Medium- 
term 

Medium- 
term 

Short-term 

Long-term 

€20m 

€5,300,000 

€1 0,000 

€20+m 

NHS / NLC 
/ Private 

NHS 
Lanarkshire / 

Private 
Sector 7 

Centre 

SEL, SEP, 
Boots 

Capital, 
Derelict 

Land Fund, 
ERDF, SEL, 

Private 

I 

Private 
Sector / 

NLC / SEL/ 
Scottish 

Executive / 
Sustrans 

SEL / Private 
Sector 
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Mill Street Regeneration Area 
Enhancement of Central Park and regeneration of areas around 
Hallcraig Street to provide new residential, business and small 
scale retail opportunities. There is a high level of Council owned 
land in the area but limited land assembly will also be required to 
realise the area’s full Dotential. 

Private 
Sector I 

NLC / SEL 

DEVELOPMENT 
LAND 

SEL I Private 
Sector Long-term €1 Om 

Retail Core 
Assess the performance of the retail core and explore 
opportunities for public support of business and service 
development through training, management and promotion. 

RETAIL Short-term SEL, TCI 

Manse Place 
Residential development, parking and environmental 
improvements in the area adjacent to Airdrie Bowling Club and 
the Aldi Store. 

Private 
Sector I 

N LC 

Private 
Sector Development Land Short-term f l . 5 m  

3. Design & 
Qualitv 

Airdrie Town Centre Phase 3 
The third phase of Town Centre Environmental Improvements 
involves the resurfacing of Bank Street and South Bridge Street, 
removal of existing double kerbs and the renewal of footways with 
natural stone. 

P & E Town 
Centres PUBLIC REALM Short-term €1 ,200,000 

Airdrie Town Centre Phase 4 
Phase 4 will involve the removal of double kerbs and renewal of 
road and footway surfaces on Broomknoll Street and Stirling 
Street. 

Medium- 
term 

P & E Town 
Centres PUBLIC REALM €1,000,000 

Airdrie Town Centre Phase 5 
Footways on Hallcraig Street and Buchanan Street will be 
resurfaced and a public space will be created in the existing Mill 
Loan car park following its closure to vehicles. 

Medium- 
term 

P & E Town 
Centres PUBLIC REALM E 350,000 

5 



PUBLIC REALM in shopfronts and the re-use of upper floor for residential and 
business uses. This can be achieved by a combination of market 
opportunity and appropriate public sector intervention / stimulus. 

Medium- 
term €400,000 

Short-term 

Private 
Sector I 

NLC 

PUBLIC REALM 
Central Park Footpaths 
Formation of new footpath links through Central Park to the new 
Airdrie Business Centre. 
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