
NOTE OF MEETING OF THE REVIEW GROUP ON EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

PRESENT 

Motherwell, I1  December 2002 at 2.30 pm 

Councillor Lafferty, Chair; Councillors Connelly, Hogg and Valentine. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Lafferty (Chair) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Alastair Ashley, Department of Administration; 
Sandie Mackay, Chief Executive's Office, and 
Grahame Lawson and Bill Hazel, Department of Planning and Environment. 

ALSO ATTENDING 

John Halpin, Town Centre Initiatives 
Claire Dum, North Lanarkshire Shopmobility Manager 

NOTE OF MEETING 

1. The note of the meeting of the Review Group held on 11 November 2002 was submitted and 
approved. 

S H 0 P MOB I LlTY 

2. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Note of Meeting of this Review Group held on 11 November 
2002 when it was agreed that a site visit take place to various sites identified as possible Shopmobility 
sites within Motherwell Town Centre area, there was submitted a report dated 4 December 2002 by 
the Director of Planning and Environment on the development of a Shopmobility facility within 
Motherwell (1) advising that sites at Scott Street and Brandon Parade East had been considered as 
possible locations for a Shopmobility unit within Motherwell, and (2) setting out the advantages, 
disadvantages and costs for utilising the site at Scott Street Car Park, the site at Brandon Parade East 
(Option 1) and the site at Brandon Parade East (Option 2). 

Action: that the Director of Planning and Environment prepare a more detailed project proposal 
for the site at Brandon Parade East (Option 2) for consideration by the Planning and 
Environment Committee. 
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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Date: 1 I* December, 2002 

REPORT 

Ref: S/TT/70/01 

REVIEW GROUP ON EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES Subject: PROPOSED SHOPMOBILITY 
UNIT IN MOTHERWELL TOWN 
CENTRE 

I I I 

1 Purpose of Report 

1 , l  The purpose of this report is to update members on the investigation into options for 
Shopmobility within Motherwell town centre. 

2 Background 

2.1 To date various sites within the town centre have been investigated to a preliminary 
degree with none, so far, appearing to satisfactorily meet the requirements. Following a 
visit by the Review Group on 18" November to the existing Shopmobility Unit in 
Coatbridge and to Motherwell town centre, two further sites were identified for 
investigation at Scott Street and Brandon Parade East. These are the existing car park in 
Scott Street and the landscaped area lying between the pedestrianised Brandon Parade 
East and Hope Street / Menteith Road. 

3 Proposals 

Scott Street Car Park ( 117 spaces 
3.1 This site, to the east of the town centre and the ring road, is one of the few existing car 

parks which is not over-subscribed at the present time and which could, therefore, 
accommodate a Shopmobility Unit without impinging on current parking needs. It could 
also be developed for Shopmobility relatively easily. 

3.2 The disadvantages of this site are :- 
a) its remoteness from the main shopping area which may discourage potential users 

and increase security requirements 
b) its remoteness from the town centre road network, which will increase directional 

signing requirements 
c) its separation from the pedestrianised area by an underpass and associated 60m long 

ramp which has a steep gradient 

Brandon Parade East ( Option 1 ) 
3.3 This option would site the actual Shopmobility portakabin(s) in the existing 

landscaped area directly between the shop units and the underpass steps. This would 
mean the Shopmobility Unit was highly visible with good access to the pedestrian 
precinct. Vehicular access would be taken from the Pollock Street car park ( 41 spaces ) 
with the Unit's car parking located on the existing landscaped area between the vehicular 
access point and the portakabin(s). 

3.4 The disadvantages of this option are :- 
a) the landscaped areas will require significant excavation and shaping works to bring 

them to appropriate levels 
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b) the proposed area for the portakabin(s) is crossed by many public utilities'(PU) 
apparatus which may render this option unaffordable. BT, Transco, Scottish Power 
and Scottish Water have all been written to regarding the affects of these proposals 
on their apparatus, although experience has shown that even estimated costs may not 
be forthcoming in the short term 

c) the area proposed for the car parking is also crossed by some PU apparatus 
d) that up to 40 mature and semi-mature trees will be lost in the landscaped areas 
e) irrespective of other obstacles the proposals will probably require to work around the 

existing high mast lighting column and PU control pillars 

Brandon Parade East (' ODtion 2 
3.5 This site has been given consideration in case the PU costs prove too expensive to utilise 

the proposed area for the portakabin(s) in Option 1 above. The area remaining would 
still be able to accommodate the Shopmobility Unit ( although possibly not the preferred 
configuration ) and associated parking, while avoiding the area most heavily underlain 
with PU apparatus and negating the need to work around the control pillars and lighting 
column. Excavation costs would also be reduced. 

3.6 The disadvantages of this option are :- 
a) the Shopmobility Unit would not have the high profile location of Option 1 
b) there remains the possibility of significant PU costs 
c) up to 21 mature and semi-mature trees will be lost 

4 Estimated Costs 

The following costs should, at this stage, be treated with extreme caution due to the factors 
mentioned above, particularly the uncertain nature of the PU costs and the very preliminary 
nature of the sketch designs carried out to date. The costs for Scott Street include the replacement 
of the slabbed footpath between the car park and the underpass with bituminous surfacing and the 
appliance of anti-skid material to the ramp. Note no allowance has been made for PU costs at this 
stage. 

Scott Street Brandon Parade East 
Option 1 Option2 

(a) Site Preparation 240,000 265,000 250,000 

(b) Portacabins etc. 250,000 250,000 250,000 

Total Costs 290,000 21 15,000 51 00,000 

5 Recommendations 

Review Group members are asked to note the contents of this report as the current position 

David M Porch 

Date:- 4' December, 2002 
E DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

For further information please contact: Mr William M. Hazel on 01698 302083 
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