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1 1 th October 2002 

Lanarkshire Primary Care NHS Trust 
Strathclyde Hospital 
Airbles Road 
Motherwell 
MLI 3BW 

Ron Gibson 
Capital Projects Manager 
Strathclyde Hospital 
Motherwell 
MLI 3BW 

Change of Use From 3 Residential Apartments to a Community 
Addiction Clinic, Office Accommodation and Associated 
Parking 

Location : Land At 36,38,42 Roberts Street Wishaw Lanarkshire 

Ward: 7: Belhaven Councillor Samuel Love 

Grid Reference: 279458655343 

File Reference: 

Site History: None Relevant 

SlPUBlI 0/23(52) GNM J 

Development Plan: The site is zoned as Residential in the Burgh of Motherwell and 
Wishaw Development Plan 1953 and as Policies HSG 8 Established 
Housing Areas and CS2 Established Community Facilities in the 
Southern Area Local Plan Finalised Draft (Modified 2001). 

Contrary to Development Plan: Yes 

Consultations: NLC Community Services 
S.E.P.A. (East) 
Scottish Water 
Scottish Water 
British Gas Transco 
Scottish Power 
Strathclyde Police 
British Telecom 

(Comments) 
(No Objection) 
(No Objection) 
(No Objection) 
(Comments) 
(Comments) 
(No Objection) 
(No Response) 

Representations: 

Newspaper Advertisement: 30th October 2002 

3 Representation Letters and a Petition Signed by 142 People. 

Comments: 

This application is for the change of use and refurbishment of 3 vacant residential apartments to a 
community addiction clinic, office accommodation and associated parking at 36, 38 & 42 Roberts 
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CHANGE OF USE FROM THREE RESIDENTIAL APARTMENTS Lr%rbhire 
TO A COMMUNITY ADDICTION CLINIC, OFFICE ACCOMMODATION Council Produced by 

~tennjng and Envimnmenl 

Suite 501. Flaming House 
2 Tryst Road 
CUMBERNAULD 
067 1JW 
01236 616210 Fax 01236 616232 

OS Licence LA 090411 

Hesdquarlers AND ASSOCIATED PARKING 
Rspcduced from the OTdnmcB S w e y  mapping WI 
the prmission of vie Controller of her Maleslfr 

Unsutnomed 1eprcdus11on Inlrinees Crown copyrig1 
and may lesd to p r o ~ e ~ l l ~ n  a civil poceedingl 

1”250 SlallOne~OHlCe OCmwncopyrlghl 
5 LAND AT 36,38,42 ROBERTS STREET, h * Location of Representors 

HAW. 
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Street, Wishaw. The property is an attractive traditional Scottish Baronial style building, which is 
partially vacant and is located on the edge of Wishaw Town Centre, in close proximity to the secondary 
commercial area. It has for a number of years been used as a base by the Social Work Department. A 
full description of the application, the representations received and my comments on these 
representations are detailed in the attached report. It should be noted that one of the objectors has 
requested a Site Visit and Hearing. 

I recommend that this application be approved subject to conditions. 

Recommendation: Grant Subject to the Following Conditions:- 

1. That the permission hereby granted is for a temporary period only and shall expire on 3Ist 
January 2005. 

Reason: To access the proposed development. 

2. That the existing entrance to the rear courtyardlparking area should be widened to  5.5 metres to 
the satisfaction of the Planning Authority. 

Reason: In the interests of traffic and pedestrian safety. 

3. That before the development hereby permitted is started a scheme for the levelling and 
surfacing of the car park shall be submitted to and agreed with the Planning Authority. 

Reason: To ensure the provision of satisfactory vehicular and pedestrian access facilities 

4. That before the development hereby permitted is completed the car park should be laid out, 
surfaced and all parking bays marked out in accordance with the scheme agreed with the 
Planning Authority under the terms of condition (3) above 

Reason: To ensure the provision of satisfactory vehicular and pedestrian access facilities. 

Note 

If granted, this application will require to be referred to the Scottish Ministers in accordance with Town 
and Country Planning (Notification of Applications) (Scotland) Procedure 1997. 

Background Papers: 

Application form and plans received 11 th October 2002 

Memo from NLC Transportation Section received 18th November 2002 
Memo from NLC Protective Services received 20th November 2002 
Memo from NLC Community Services received 18th November 2002 
Letter from S.E.P.A. (East) received 6th November 2002 
Letter from Scottish Water received 21 st November 2002 
Letter from Scottish Water received 21st November 2002 
Letter from British Gas Transco received 1 st November 2002 
Letter from Scottish Power received 8th November 2002 
Letter from Strathclyde Police received 27th November 2002 

Letter from Alexander Stee1,63 Roberts Street, Wishaw, ML2 7JF received 17th October 2002. 
Letter from Eileen Stee1,65 Roberts Steel, Wishaw, ML2 7JF received 17th October 2002. 
Letter from James And Eileen Stee1,65 Roberts Street, Wishaw, ML2 7JF received 28th October 2002. 
Any person wishing to inspect these documents should contact Gillian Anderson at 01698 302102. 
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APPLICATION NO. S/02/01426/FUL 

REPORT 

I. 

1 .I 

2. 

2.1 

3. 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

4. 

4.1 

Description of Site and Proposal 

The proposed site is an existing, traditional Baronial style building, which is located on the edge 
of Wishaw Town Centre at 36, 38 & 42 Roberts Street. The building is part vacant and part 
utilised and has its own parking facility. The proposal is for a community addiction clinic, office 
accommodation and associated parking. The clinic would be an administrative base with 
fourteen staff, a number of these staff will spend a significant amount of time out of the office. It 
is anticipated that between thirty and thirty five clients may attend clinics on any given day, 
however there would not be more than six to eight clients in the building at any given time. 

Development Plan 

The site is zoned as Residential in the Burgh of Motherwell and Wishaw Development Plan 
1953 and as Policies HSG 8 Established Housing Areas and CS2 Established Community 
Facilities in the Southern Area Local Plan Finalised Draft Modified 2001. 

Consultations and Representations 

The external consultees raised the following comments: 

0 British Gas Transco - no objections in principle, 

Scottish Power - no objections in principle, 

0 Scottish Water - no objections. 

0 SEPA - no objections in principle, 

0 Strathclyde Police - no objections 

NLC Transportation Section has no objections subject to conditions. Likewise NLC Community 
Services have no objections. 

There have been 3 letters of representation and a petition with 142 names submitted. The 
issues raised can be summarised as follows: 

0 

0 

0 Lower property prices 

The area already suffers from people loitering in the area and taking drugs and alcohol 
The clinic will be detrimental to the community 
Create an unsafe environment for the children 

One of the objectors has requested a Site Visit and Hearing so that local people can express 
their views, 

Planninrr Assessment and Conclusions 

This site adjoins Wishaw Town Centre and has for many years been partially used by the Social 
Work Department. This is reflected in the site’s zoning on the Southern Area Local Plan 
Finalised Draft (Modified 2001) as being partly zoned for established community facilities and 
partly for residential purposes. The site lies within an area including refurbished flats, a 
residential home, new private properties, a dairy, a hall, a supermarket, and a former 
warehouse. It can therefore be characterised as a mixed land use area. As such it’s proposed 
use as a clinic would not in itself be completely out of keeping with the surrounding properties. 
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4.2 It is appreciated why local residents are concerned about its potential use as a community 
addiction clinic and the resultant fears that they may have for their children and their local 
environment. Nevertheless the proposed use is one that in land use terms is generally 
acceptable for a site near a Town Centre and within a mixed land use area. For this reason it is 
recommended that planning permission be granted but subject to a condition that the use be 
only for a temporary 2 year period in order to ascertain and monitor its impact on the area given 
the level of public concern. Finally it should be noted that the Council are the owners of the 
building and to date no lease has been given for the proposed development. 
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