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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of developments in respect of the provision of a 
new integrated transport interchange at Gartcosh and to seek Committee approval for the transfer of 
an area of land, to the south side of the proposed site of the new railway station platforms, to Network 
Rail. The proposed integrated transport interchange is complimentary to the development of the 
adjacent former steelworks regeneration site. 

BACKGROUND 

Committee may recall that a report submitted to the Planning and Environment (Roads & Transport) 
Sub-Committee of 10 November 1999 advised that the Council was successful in its bid for Public 
Transport Funding for the project, and were awarded f1.26 million. The total project cost was 
estimated at f2.07 million, with NLC contributing f150,OOO. However, the project has been delayed, as 
a result of a number of factors. The most significant of these were the delays associated with the 
finalisation of the signalling alteration design, which in turn was affected by the various knock-on 
effects from the signalling upgrade and enhancement works being carried out in response to earlier 
incidents on the railway network, plus the effects of Railtrack being put into Receivership. 

Primarily as a consequence of these various national signalling issues, the costs for all works 
associated with signalling provision and associated infrastructure have now escalated. In view of this 
the project costs have been re-analysed, wherein it was determined that the estimated scheme cost 
had risen from the original value of f2.07M to a projected out-turn of f2.89M. The Scottish Executive 
has been approached and has agreed to increase their contribution in respect of a proportion of these 
unforeseeable circumstances. 

By agreement of the Client partners, Railtrack are carrying out the elements associated with the design 
and construction supervision of the works. This method of procurement has proven to be the most 
appropriate for such rail infrastructure-related schemes. Tenders for the Design & Construction works 
were prepared and issued to four contractors. The return date for the tenders was Friday 7 March 
2003. The tenders are currently being evaluated by Network Rail. 

It is estimated that the construction of the new station and associated infrastructure will take around 6 
months, although this is dependent upon existing and proposed operational conditions on the adjacent 
rail network, which can affect access and hence programming of the works. It is currently anticipated 
that, with favourable trackside access agreements, the station could be opened late 2003. 

North Lanarkshire Council, Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire (SEL) and Strathclyde Passenger 
Transport (SPT) in partnership, together with Network Rail, are promoting the scheme, with NLC being 
the lead Client. 

Prior to Network Rail issuing the tenders for the design and construction contract they required to have 
the various land ownership/ access arrangements finalised. 
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2.8 The Council entered into discussions with a local farmer for, and subsequently secured, the acquisition 
of a strip of land to the south side of the proposed site of the new railway station platforms at Gartcosh. 
The acquisition of the land and associated drainage servitude has now been formally concluded by the 
Council’s Property Services section. However, as the pedestrian access ramps to the south platforms 
will be constructed on this strip of ground, and as these pedestrian ramps will form, and be maintained 
as, part of the station infrastructure, it is proposed that the ground be transferred to Network Rail as 
part of the Council’s contribution towards the station project. 

2.9 The area of ground was acquired specifically to accommodate the construction of the pedestrian 
access ramp onto the proposed south platform and will serve no other purpose. 

3. CONSIDERATIONS 

3.1 It is expected that the Council will require Section 74 approval from the Scottish Executive for this land 
transfer. However, it would be expected that this would be forthcoming given that the Executive 
themselves are partners in the project. 

3.2 It is not anticipated that there should be any other fiscal consideration in respect of this transfer. 

4. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1 The decision to transfer title requires to be referred to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub- 
Committee. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Committee is asked:- 

to note the contents of this report and the progress towards providing a new station at Gartcosh. 

to approve of the transfer of the strip of ground to the south of the proposed railway platforms to 
Network Rail. 

to refer the ground transfer decision to the Policy and Resources (Property) Sub-Committee. 

& David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

For further information please contact David McDove on 01236 616256. 
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