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Purpose of ReDort 

This report is to advise the Committee of the progress being made with the Kilsyth Town Centre 
Study. 

Backaround 

Consultants Dougall Baillie Associates, were appointed in October 2001, to undertake a Traffic 
Management study in Kilsyth Town Centre. Five options were prepared for consultation purposes. 

During the public consultation exercise in JunelJuly 2002, a number of concerns were raised about 
the economic impact of the traffic options on local businesses. There was a general perception 
among residents, traders and the Community Council that shops and businesses had started to 
close down when Main Street was pedestrianised in the mid 1980s and that the rate of closure had 
increased since then. Analysing the economic impact of pedestrianisation was not a specific element 
in Dougall Baillie Associates’ study. 

Following Committee approval in September 2002, consultants C B Hillier Parker were appointed in 
October 2002, to undertake a further study to: 

a) examine the effects of pedestrianisation on town centre retailers 
examine Kilsyth Town Centre in the context of major changes in national retailing trends 
advise on the potential impact on retailing of maintaining pedestrianisation in Main Street, or, 
alternatively, re-opening Main Street to traffic. 
ascertain the views of representatives of the Town Centre Forum, the Town Centre Manager 
and local retailers 

b) 
c) 

d) 

In their final report, submitted in February 2003, C B Hillier Parker, have concluded that, having 
looked at other towns and cities across the UK, pedestrianisation has little to do with their overall 
economic health. In each case the consultants found that there were greater factors involved such as 
major private sector investment or increased competition elsewhere. 

From their research C B Hillier Parker have concluded that Kilsyth Town centre’s decline was 
originally initiated by retail forces and trends largely outwith its control. The move towards a smaller 
number of large centres and a decline in independent retailers has affected not only Kilsyth, but also 
a large number of small towns across the UK. The consultants are of the opinion that the reason why 
this trend has impacted more significantly on Kilsyth is not because it is pedestrianised but is due to 
a general lack of public and private investment. 

C B Hillier Parker‘s report recommends that Kitsyth Main Street is not reopened to vehicular traffic. 
Amongst other issues, their report argues strongly that pedestrianisation requires to be enforced 
more thoroughly to exclude all private traffic and limit delivery times. 

Conclusion 
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3.1 As the need for C B Hillier Parker‘s study resulted directly from the public consultation exercise, their 
report has been circulated to the Community Council, Town Centre Initiatives and the Town Centre 
Traders’ representative for comments and observations. 

3.2 The findings of this consultation will be reported to the Committee along with full details C B Hillier 
Parker and Dougall Baillie Associates’ studies and a recommendation, based on both reports, on the 
most appropriate option to address traffic management and the overall aims of the Kilsyth Town 
Centre Study. 

4. Sustainability 

There are no sustainability issues involved at this stage in the process. 

5. Recommendation 

(1 That the Committee notes the progress made to date with the Kilsy-th Town Centre Study. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

25 February 2003 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact Shirley 
Penman, Senior Planner on 01236 616450. 
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