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Subject: 

ROAD SAFETY IN NORTH LANARKSHIRE 
DURING 2002 

Purpose of Report 

1. This is the latest of the regular reports on road safety in North Lanarkshire as requested by 
Committee on 9 April 1997. The report is based on the statistics, for the period January 2002 to 
December 2002, on road accidents within the Strathclyde Police area published recently by 
Strathclyde Police. It comments on the information relating to road accidents that occurred within 
the boundaries of North Lanarkshire and the casualties arising from these accidents. In the 
following paragraphs, the figures in brackets are the figures for the corresponding period of 2001. 
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Number of Accidents 

2. In North Lanarkshire during 2002, there were 15(12) fatal accidents. This represents an increase of 
25% on the corresponding period of the previous year. Meanwhile over the Strathclyde Police area, 
there were 88 (106) fatal accidents, which represents a decrease of 17.0% compared with 2001. 

3. 115 (145) serious accidents occurred in North Lanarkshire 2002. This is a decrease of 20.7% 
compared with the previous year. Over the Strathclyde Police area, there were 1 108 (1 15 1) serious 
accidents, which is a decrease of 3.7%. 

4. During this period 645(782) slight accidents were recorded in 2002 - a decrease of 17.5%. In the 
Strathclyde Police area, there were 4942 (5251) slight accidents - a decrease of 5.9%. 

5 .  The number of non-injury accidents recorded during this period was 1864 (1933) which is a 
decrease of 3.6% compared with 2001. In the Strathclyde Police area, the corresponding figures 
were 14102 (13709), which is an increase of 2.9%. 

Number of Casualties 

6 .  The total number of casualties resulting from road accidents in North Lanarkshire during this period 
amounted to 1062 (1301), which is a decrease of 18.4%, compared with 2001. There were 8184 
(8805) casualties in the Strathclyde Police area - a decrease of 7.1%. 
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Comment 

6. The attached graph gives some sense of proportion to the figures. 
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7 .  The cost to the community of the accidents occurring in 2002 was in excess of &40 million. 

8. The decrease in casualties recorded in North Lanarkshire during 2002 follows a period where there 
was a year on year increase in casualties. Hopefully, following the implementation of the Twenty's 
Plenty project, the expansion of the road safety camera network in North Lanarkshire and the 
introduction of similar road safety initiatives, the reduction in the number of persons injured in road 
accidents achieved during 2002 will be sustained in the years to come. 

Recommendations 

9. Committee is asked to note: - 

the large reduction in the number of persons seriously and slightly injured in road accidents 
in North Lanarkshire during 2002. 

that there was an increase in the number of fatal accidents during this period and that the 
total number of fatal accidents continues at too high a level. 

of all the local authorities that form part of the Strathclyde Police Force Area., North 
Lanarkshire recorded the biggest percentage reduction in road casualties in 2002 compared 
with 200 1. 

the estimated cost to the community of these accidents was in excess of E40 million. 

the substantial reduction in the number of persons injured in road accidents in North 
Lanarkshire during 2002. 

that a h l l  report will be brought to Committee when the Twenty's Plenty initiative has been 
operational for one year. 

that meeting Government targets for road accident reduction will require a continued 10 
year commitment by the Council to increased staff and financial resources for road safety 
training and engineering. - bb 
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