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1. INTRODUCTION 

1 .I The purpose of this report is to seek approval on the initial selection of specific sites which 
would be designated as Urban Parks. Thereafter, those parks to be the initial focus of 
seeking external funding to stimulate future development. 

The report has been prepared in conjunction with the Department of Planning and 
Environment. 

1.2 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

Community Services are working in conjunction with Planning and Environment to develop 
an Open Spaces Strategy for the Council. Whilst Urban Parks will be included in this 
Strategy it is felt necessary to progress the regeneration process within designated Urban 
Parks separately, although as a component part of that Strategy. 

The departmental restructure created an urban parks development team which to be 
effective will require a planned approach to the regeneration of urban parks. This has led to 
the need to categorise parks and open spaces outwith the existing country parks and local 
nature reserves under the heading of Urban Parks. 

When considering existing parks and open spaces it has become clear that a wide range of 
combinations exist in terms of size, current and potential usage, ease of access, path 
systems, lighting and parking, To recognise this aspect of Urban Parks, 3 sub groupings 
have been developed, together with the reasoning and justification of the classifications. 
The classifications and the criteria used have been utilised successfully by other authorities 
in developing their Open Space Strategies. 

Further, recommendations made in the Scottish Executive Paper, ‘Rethinking Open Space’ 
and more recently the publication of Planning Advice Note (PAN) 65 ‘Planning and Open 
Space’, called on local authorities to establish a ‘hierarchy’ of open spaces, including parks. 
Examples of authorities utilising ‘best practice’ as detailed in both the Scottish Executive 
report and the PAN document were Glasgow City Council, Dundee City Council and The 
London Planning Advisory Committee. This information informed the process of securing 
the appropriate definitions used in the UK for a diverse range of parks. From this, the list of 
urban parks classifications was developed. 

2.4.1 Town Parks 
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2.4.2 

2.4.3 

Considered to either currently, or have the potential to, provide a range of facilities 
and ease of access to a wide range of visitors, therefore being of importance to a 
large number of different communities. 

Neighbourhood Parks 

Similar to Town Parks, being limited in one of those aspects. Therefore being seen 
as serving a more restricted number of communities. 

Local Parks 

Under this classification are areas of park considered to either currently, or lack the 
potential to in the future, offer any more than limited facilities. There significance is 
mainly only to the immediate, local community. 

2.5 Those initially classified as Town Parks at this stage are: 

2.5.1 Centenary Park, Airdrie 
2.5.2 West End Park, Coatbridge 
2.5.3 Cumbernauld House Town Park, Cumbernauld 
2.5.4 Burngreen Park, Kilsyth 
2.5.5 Duchess of Hamilton Park, Motherwell 
2.5.5 Belhaven Park, Wishaw 

3. THE WAY FORWARD 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

3.7 

Assessments of use and condition will be carried out initially on the named Town Parks, 
and subsequently on other urban parks, to provide in-depth information to aid future 
d eve I op m e n t pro posa Is. 

Community consultation will be developed and carried out, initially focussing on the Town 
Parks and their immediate communities. Later, those will be broadened to include the 
wider communities of the area, enabling a more sustainable approach to local 
i m prove men ts . 

It is proposed that the techniques of ‘Participatory Appraisal’ be included within the 
structure of the community consultation processes. This was successfully utilised at 
Broadwood Loch. 

Local groups individuals and organisations will be contacted with a view to generating 
community interest in urban park regeneration. 

It is the intention that the Urban Parks Development Team facilitates the establishment of 
new and support of existing community groups, development of projects and subsequent 
funding bids, acting as liaison between the various bodies/departments involved. 

Working partnerships will be established with various funding bodies and other internal, 
local and national organisations, to enable works to be financed and carried out effectively. 

Investigations will be made into methods of delivering works on site, including both council 
apprentices, intermediate labour market projects (where appropriate) and members of the 
community. 
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' .  
3.8 The expansion of the council web-site will be investigated for Urban Parks Development. 

This would allow anyone interested to view progress updates, sites under investigation, 
local group involvement and how members of the public can become involved. 

4. PRESENT POSITION 

4.1 A funding opportunity may became available through European Objective 2 Funding it 
would be the department's intention to make an initial bid relative to the 6 Parks named. 
Other elements of the intended works may also be eligible for Lottery funding. Funding 
application will relate to the issues of access, safety and drainage. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 That the urban park category of open space and the associated 3 sub groups be approved. 

5.2 That initially the 6 Town Parks named be approved as suitable locations for further 
development and utilised as pilot projects. 

5.3 That the report be referred to the Planning & Environment Committee for information. 
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