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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This report advises the Committee regarding a request for a speed limit through the village 
of Stand and seeks approval for the Council to advertise its intention to make a traffic 
regulation order. 

BACKGROUND 

A request has been received from the Stand Village Residents Association that a speed 
limit be introduced along the length of the A73 Stirling Road as it passes through the 
village. With this in mind the situation has been investigated. 

The A73 is a principle route running from its northern termination at the A80 Auchenkilns 
junction southwards through Airdrie, Chapelhall, Newmains and South Lanarkshire to its 
southern termination with the A702 near Abington. The route is a former trunk road and it 
still acts as a strategic north I south link between the A80 and the A8 I M8. 

The village of Stand lies on both sides of the A73 Stirling Road approximately 2 km north 
of Airdrie and comprises some twenty dwellings. A footway exists along the west side of 
Stirling Road as it passes through the village while a sub-standard footway exists along 
part of the east side. A system of street lighting also exists along this length of Stirling 
Road. At present the national speed limit, 60mph, applies along this length of road. 
Approximately 19,500 vehicles per day pass through the village, some 25% of which are 
heavy goods vehicles. 

A search of Strathclyde Police accident records indicates three accidents reported as 
occurring along the length of Stirling Road, between its junctions with the B803 Raebog 
Road and the B803 Greengairs Road within the three year period ending December 2002. 
Two of these involved slight injuries. One non-injury accident was also reported. No 
pedestrians or cyclists were involved in any of the reported accidents. 

A survey of vehicle speeds indicated that the eighty fifth-percentile speed of northbound 
and southbound vehicles on this length of Stirling Road was 46mph and 47mph 
respectively. Members should note that the eighty fifth-percentile speed, the speed at 
which 85% of vehicles are driven less than, is recognised as the most appropriate method 
of assessing speeds as opposed to the use of maximum or average speeds. 
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Current speed limit guidance indicates that the introduction of a speed limit, if too low, will 
not necessarily result in the desired speeds being achieved. The guidance also indicates 
that the appropriate speed limit should be within 7mph or 20% of the eighty fifth-percentile 
speed to be effective. 

It would appear from this guidance that a speed limit of 40mph along the A73 Stirling Road 
as it passes through the village of Stand would be appropriate. Current guidance further 
indicates that 800m (approximately % mile) should be the minimum length on which to 
apply a speed limit, so that motorists will not be confused by too frequent changes in speed 
limit along a length of road. 

It is therefore recommended that the speed limit should commence from a point 33 metres 
or thereby southwards from the extended south kerbline of Greengairs Road (Route B803) 
southwards for a distance of 865 metres or thereby as shown on the attached plan. 

The Stand Village Residents Association, Councillor Cox as local member, and Strathclyde 
Police have been advised of these proposals. To date no objections to these proposals 
have been received. 

The cost of implementing this order, including the necessary signing and lining, can be met 
from within the existing revenue budget. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Committee is asked to 

a) note the contents of this report and 

b) agree that the Council should advertise its intention to make a traffic regulation order to 
impose a 40mph speed limit on the A73 Stirling Road as shown on the attached plan 
and schedule. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
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Attached papers Plan 
Schedule 

Local Government Access to information Act - For further information please contact Mr W McAlpine at 
01236812364 
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Schedule 

40 mph Speed Limit 

Length of Road in North Lanarkshire 

That length of Stirling Road (Route A73) from a point 33 metres or thereby 
southwards from the extended south kerbline of Greengairs Road (Route B803) 
southwards for a distance of 865 metres or thereby. 
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