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Purpose of Report 

To inform the Committee of the current position on the Millennium Link in North Lanarkshire. In 
order to maximise the potential social, economic and environmental benefits of the Millennium 
Link a Forth and Clyde Canal Position Statement is currently being prepared. Within the 
context of the Position Statement, consultants have been commissioned in partnership with 
Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire to prepare a Canal framework and action plan for the Forth and 
Clyde Canal within North Lanarkshire and its surrounding area. The North Lanarkshire 
Millennium Link Group comprising North Lanarkshire Council, Scottish Enterprise Lanarkshire 
and British Waterways is being re-established to lead and co-ordinate the sustainable 
development of the Canal. 

It is intended that the Position Statement and Canal FrameworWAction Plan provide the context 
and focus for the sustainable development of the Canal and its surrounding area. 

Background 

The Forth and Clyde Canal has been the subject of major investment and regeneration 
programmes over the last five years as part of the f78m Millennium Link Project to restore 
the Lowland Canal system to navigation. The Millennium Link Project is one of the biggest 
canal restoration projects in Europe and has now opened a new corridor of activity linking 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

A key feature of the project led by British Waterways (Scotland) in conjunction with the 
seven local authorities and five local enterprise companies, is the potential for significant 
benefits along the Canal Corridor and its surrounding areas. The Millennium Link presents 
opportunities for leisure and recreation, tourism, urban and rural regeneration, heritage and 
environmental interpretation and education and access along its extensive corridor. 

The Forth and Clyde Canal in North Lanarkshire, links Auchinstarry and Wynford and is 
rural in nature and is of significant natural heritage value. The Canal offers a unique 
opportunity to North Lanarkshire and its local communities by specifically contributing 
towards: 

Securing urban and rural regeneration; 

Improving access; 

0 Promotion of health and wellbeing; 

Attracting investment in tourism and recreation; 



0 Stimulating business investment and development; and 
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Enhancing the natural and built environment. 

The Canal's qualities and its potential for contributing towards the wider social, economic 
and environmental objectives of the Corporate Plan and Community Plan will be outlined in 
the Forth and Clyde Canal Position Statement. The Position Statement aims to outline the 
current position on the Canal and provide a guide for future proposals. It is not, a policy 
document but provides the latest position while the current policy context is reviewed and 
updated. 

Yellow Book have been commissioned by North Lanarkshire Council and Scottish 
Enterprise Lanarkshire to examine the economic, social and environmental opportunities of 
the Canal and develop a Canal Framework and Action Plan. The Framework and Action 
Plan will outline a number of appropriate projects, which will be prioritised using criteria 
developed during the study. The Action Plan will also identify implementation options, 
partner involvement and potential funding sources. 

To realise the full potential of the Canal there is a need for a long-term partnership 
approach to be adopted. The partnership approach is being heavily pursued through 
the Consultants study where key partners and interest groups will be involved in the 
development of the Canal Framework and Action Plan. This approach will allow the 
identification of partners to deliver projects, provide funding and contribute to the 
Council's corporate objectives. 

Sustainability implications 

A sustainable approach is essential to maximise the potential benefits of the Forth and Clyde 
Canal. The Position Statement promotes sustainable development and sets out sustainability 
parameters for future proposals and projects. The Consultants Brief for the Development 
Framework and Action Plan fundamentally addressed the issue of sustainable development by 
setting it out as the key aim of the study and by requesting a balanced approach to social, 
economic and environmental development. The Council's 'Sustainability Checklist' has been 
given to the Consultants as a project development and project assessment tool. The Canal 
offers numerous ways of directly promoting sustainability, from opportunities for cycling and 
walking to sustainable design to built and natural heritage conservation. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee note the progress that has been made on maximising 
the potential benefits from the Millennium Link. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
(May 2003) 
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