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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to seek authority to carry out additional works in Back Court No 1, 
2/82 Main Street and 3/53 Kirk Road, Wishaw. This is part of the approved programme of works 
identified in the Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan and is required to permit the partial 
pedestrianisation of Main Street between Kenilworth Avenue and Kirk Road. 

Sustainabilitv Implications 

The project will fulfil a number of criteria identified on the Sustainability Checklist. These are as 
follows: 

a) A Prosperous Economy 

Improving transport links between centres of population and employment links, 
including town centres. 

b) A Healthy Environment 

Improving the vitality and viability of Wishaw Town Centre. Enhancing the built 
environment. 

Backqround 

The environmental improvement scheme for Back Court No 1 commenced on site in November 
2002. The contract is progressing on schedule and on budget. 

The opportunity has arisen to demolish a building on the site which is in the Council’s ownership 
and this would permit the creation of additional parking spaces within the back court area. The 
brick and sandstone building, known as 56 Main Street, is a former workshop. It has been 
vacant for some years and is in a poor state of repair. The building was recently set on fire by 
vandals and is now visually detracting from the improvement works that have taken place. 

To re-use the building would require considerable repairs and finding acceptable uses will be 
more difficult as vehicular access to the building is restricted. The demolition of the building 
would present the opportunity to provide additional parking for the residents and businesses in 
the area and this improved layout would enhance the benefits being realised by the original 
improve men t scheme. 
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Financial Implications 

The cost of the current contractor demolishing the building and carrying out additional kerbing 
and paving works to provide the additional parking has been costed at f55,200 This is more 
than the original approved budget for the scheme. There is, however, sufficient money available 
within the Town Centres budget for the current financial year (2003104) to cover these additional 
works. 

In terms of the Contract Standing Orders, I am seeking the Committee’s authority to negotiate 
an extension of the current contract with JRB Construction Ltd to carry out the additional works. 

Recommendation 

That the Committee agrees to: 

a) the additional expenditure of f55,200 from the Town Centres budget on the demolition 
of the building at 56 Main Street and the implementation of an improved layout that will 
provide additional parking for the scheme; 

negotiation of an extension to the contract with JRB Construction Ltd to carry out the 
works. 

b) 

& David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

18June2003 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Lorna Bowden on 01 236 61 6479. 

Background Papers: Wishaw Town Centre Action Plan 1998 


