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15th May 2003 

Lorna Thomson 
83 Gartsherrie Road 
Coatbridge 
ML5 2HA 

Change of Use of Public Open Space to Garden Area and 
Formation of Driveway 

Land East Of 83 Gartsherrie Road Coatbridge Lanarkshire 

33: North Central And Glenboig Councillor Mary Clark 

272459.665823 

CIPLICTG3001DBlLR 

No relevant history 

The site is covered by residential policies contained in the 
Monklands District Local Plan 1991 I 

No 

NLC Community Services 

16 Representation Letters 

Not Required 

This application relates to the change of use of public open space to private garden ground adjacent to 
83 Gartsherrie Road, Coatbridge. the site is zoned HG9 Housing Policy for Existing Residential Areas in 
the Monklands District Local Plan 1991. Following neighbour notification 14 letters of objection and a 
petition with 35 signatures were received details of which are included in the attached report. One letter 
requests a site visit to highlight the potential impact of the development. One letter of support was also 
received. The Transportation Section and NLC Community Services have no objections subject to 
conditions. I consider that the proposal enables the applicant to form both a driveway and a defensible 
boundary to protect their residential amenity while leaving a substantial area of open space for the 
benefit of other residents. I therefore do not consider that the development will adversely affect the 
amenity of the area and recommend that the application be approved subject to the attached conditions. 

Recommendation: Grant Subject to the Following Conditions:- 

1. That the development hereby permitted shall be started within five years of the date of this 
permission 

Reason: To accord with the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997. 
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That before the development hereby permitted commences the pedestrian footway shall be 
relocated as shown on the approved plans to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority. 

Reason: To ensure the satisfactory diversion of the existing footpath in the interest of amenity. 

That within 1 month of the start of the development hereby permitted a fence 1 M high forward of 
the building line towards Gartsherrie Road and 2M high behind the building line shall be erected 
along the boundary marked GREEN on the approved plans to the satisfaction of the Planning 
Authority. 

Reason: To ensure that the boundary of the site is suitably delineated in the interest of amenity. 

That before the development hereby permitted is brought into use the means of vehicular and 
pedestrian access shall be constructed to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority. 

Reason: To ensure adequate access and egress to the site in the interest of traffic safety. 

That no trees within the application site shall be lopped, topped, felled or otherwise affected, 
without the approval in writing of the Planning Authority. 

Reason: To ensure the retention of the existing tree in the interest of amenity. 

Background Papers: 

Application form and plans received 15th May 2003 and 6 June 2003 

Memo from Transportation Section received 5 June 2003 
Memo from NLC Community Services received 23 June 2003 
Letter from Mrs H McLean,6 North Square, Gartsherrie, Coatbridge, ML5 2HB received 21 st May 2003. 
Letter from Mr W. Arbuckle,8 North Square, Gartsherrie, Coatbridge, ML5 received 27th May 2003. 
Letter from Mrs A Be11,9 North Square, Gartsherrie, Coatbridge, ML5 2HB received 28th May 2003. 
Letter from Elizabeth McGowen,95 Gartsherrie Road, Coatbridge, ML5 2HB received 28th May 2003. 
Letter from Mrs Rachel McComb,79 Gartsherrie Road, Coatbridge, ML5 2HA received 28th May 2003. 
Letter from B & R Kerrigan,91 Gartsherrie Road, Coatbridge, ML5 2HA received 28th May 2003. 
Letter from William McBinn,73 Gartsherrie Road, Coatbridge, ML5 2HA received 28th May 2003. 
Letter from Mr P Burnside,71 Gartsherrie Road, Coatbridge received 28th May 2003. 
Letter from Mr & Mrs John O'Hear,l North Square, Coatbridge received 28th May 2003. 
Letter from Mr & Mrs M Stewart,75 Gartsherrie Road, Coatbridge received 29th May 2003. 
Letter from Mary Anne McMenemy,4 North Square, Gartsherrie, Coatbridge, ML5 2HB received 29th 
May 2003. 
Letter from Mrs P Calley,l5 North Square, Gartsherrie, Coatbridge, ML5 2HB received 2nd June 2003. 
Letter from Edmond Mclndue & Signatories,65 Gartsherrie Road, Gartsherrie, Coatbridge, ML5 
received 3rd June 2003. 
Letter from Councillor Burns,Ward 36 Bargeddie 8( Langloan, PO Box 14, Civic Centre, Motherwell, MLI  
ITW, received 2nd June 2003. 
Letter from Mr David Brown, 2 North Square, Coatbridge ML5 2HB received on 11 June 2003 
Letter from Mr Sarah O'Hear, 1 North Square, Coatbridge received 26 June 2003 

Any person wishing to inspect these documents should contact David Baxter at 01236 812372. 
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Description of Site and Proposal 

This application relates to the change of use of 90sq.m. public open space to private garden 
ground to facilitate a driveway adjacent to 83 Gartsherrie Road, Coatbridge. The area 
comprises a grassed area, semi-mature tree and part of a footpath. The proposal would also 
allow for the relocation of this path. 

Development PI an 

The site is zoned HG9 Housing Policy foe Existing Residential Areas in the Monklands District 
Local Plan 1991, 

Consultations and Representations 

The Transportation Section has indicated no objections subject to conditions relating to the 
formation of the driveway and the relocation of the footpath. 

NLC Community Services have no objection to the proposal subject to conditions relating to the 
retention of the existing tree, diversion of the footpath and erection of fencing similar in design 
to those existing. 

Following neighbour notification 13 letters of objection and a petition with 35 signatures was 
received that referred to the following: 
a) Impact on pedestrian access (presumably through the diversion of the footway that runs 

through the open space) 
b) impact on traffic movements (through formation of the driveway) 
c) the loss of open space and a tree. 
One of these letters also requested that the site be visited to highlight the issues raised. 

One letter of support was also received from Councillor Burns. 

Planning Assessment and Conclusions 

In assessing the proposal, policy HG9 Housing Policy for Existing Residential Areas in the Local 
Plan indicates that there is a presumption against developments that are likely to adversely 
affect the amenity of the area or are not clearly ancillary to housing. In this instance the use is 
ancillary to housing in providing a driveway and additional garden for the residents at no. 83 
Gartsherrie Road. 

The assessment of the impact on amenity has two sides. It has been stated that the open space 
area suffers from some anti-social behaviour including vandalism, drinking, football, and dog 
fouling. The applicant is proposing restricting public access to the gable of his house thereby 
reducing the impact of this reported nuisance. The letters of objection refer to the fact that the 
area of open space has been in existence for some 36 years and has provided open space for 
the benefit of all during that time. The impact on amenity of this proposal could be both positive 
and negative depending on the point of view. 

Having considered the impact on amenity it was suggested to the applicant that by reducing the 
width of the area to be incorporated within the garden the loss of open space that the residents 
currently enjoy would be reduced. The applicant agreed and a revised proposal reducing the 
area enclosed by 28sq.m. was submitted on 6 June 2003 that enables the formation of both a 



driveway and a defensible boundary to protect the applicant’s residential amenity while leaving a 
substantial area (approximately 300sq.m.) of open space for the benefit of other residents. 
Suitable conditions will also allow for the retention of an existing mature tree and the relocation 
of the footpath. I therefore consider that the development will not adversely affect the amenity of 
the area and recommend that the application be approved subject to the attached conditions. 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

I To: PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 
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Date: 22 July 2003 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

East of 83 Gartsherrie Road 
Coatbridge 

Ref: CTG300/DB 
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Purpose of Report 

To advise the committee of the content of 3 letters of objection that were received after the 
report by the Director of Planning and Environment was produced 

Background 

Application C/O3/00700/FUL was submitted on 15 May 2003 on behalf of Lorna Thomson. 

Following normal consultation procedure the applicant was approached to consider reducing 
the size of the area to be brought into private garden use. Revised plans were submitted on 6'h 
June and a report was prepared for the Planning and Environment Committee on 7 July 2003. 
Two letters of representation and a written request from Councillor Clark for a site visit and 
hearing were received between the preparation of the report and the meeting of the Committee. 
At the meeting these were drawn to the attention of the members where it was agreed to 
continue the matter to a site visit and hearing. 

Sustainability implications 

These are not affected by the matters raised in this report. 

Proposals / Considerations 

It is considered that there are no new issues other than those already covered in the report. 

Corporate Conside rations 

The Council's Corporate considerations are unaffected by the subject of this report. 

Recommendation 

That the Committee note the content of the 3 letters of objection and my comments thereon 
when determining application C/O3/00700/FUL for Change of Use of Public Open Space to 
Garden Area and Formation of Driveway at Land East Of 83 Gartsherrie Road Coatbridge. 

0300700FULl 



David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
(14 July 2003) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
David Baxter on 01 236 81 2372. 

Background Papers: 

Letter from W McAlpine, 81 Gartsherrie Road, Coatbridge ML5 2HA received on 4'h July 2003 
Letter from The Owner/Occupier, 14 North Square, Coatbridge ML5 2HB received on 4'h July 
2003 
Letter from Councillor Mary Clark, PO Box 14 Civic Centre, Motherwell MLI I T W  
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