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Purpose of Report 

To advise the Committee of the above planning application submitted to Falkirk District Council 
who have consulted North Lanarkshire Council as an adjacent authority. 

Background 

A planning application has been submitted to Falkirk District Council by Ondeo Industrial 
Solutions (01s) for the above mentioned works. BP Grangemouth (BPG) complex is 
situated on the Firth of Forth and is the largest single user of potable water in the UK. The 
site contains all BP’s major businesses - Exploration, Oil and Chemicals and over 2000 
people work on the 700 ha complex. BPG are actively assessing ways to reduce the annual 
water requirements through more efficient practices, recycling and identification of non 
potable water sources. 

Sustainability 

The sustainable use of water resources is a key objective of national and European policy. 
An alternative water supply will allow potable water to be used more appropriately in the 
public domain whilst at the same time reducing the cost to BPG. 

Proposals / Considerations 

The proposals subject of the application will provide an alternative and more sustainable 
source of water for the BPG complex in the future. The proposals by OIS in conjunction 
with British Waterways would provide BPG with the majority of its water supply from the 
Forth and Clyde Canal via a 10.5 km pipeline which commences in Falkirk at Lock 16 of the 
Forth and Clyde Canal and continues to the BPG complex. 

British Waterways have undertaken a hydrological modelling assessment in order to 
determine feasibility of water abstraction from the Forth and Clyde Canal to the BPG 
complex. The study entitled ‘ Water Resources Modelling Study, Lowlands Canals ’ covers 
the Lowlands Waterway which consists of The Forth and Clyde Canal, The Monklands 
Canal and the Union Canal. The British Waterways Hydrological Study concluded that the 
Lowland Canal system can meet BPG’s demand without major reconstruction and 
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modification and additional benefits can be achieved including the dredging of the 
Monklands Canal, which may allow it to become navigable once again and allow 
environmental improvements, and upgrading to the towpath. However no formal 
proposals have as yet been submitted. 

Under the Transport Act 1962 British Waterways have undertaken the consultation phase to 
seek Ministerial Approval for water extraction from inland waterways. They hope to submit 
this application for Ministerial Consent for an approval in July 2003. A key element of the 
Ministerial Consent is an environmental appraisal which consultants are currently 
preparing. Falkirk Council as Planning Authority have concluded by means of a screening 
opinion that an Environmental Impact Assessment will not be required as defined by the 
Environmental Impact Assessment ( Scotland) Regulations 1999. 

Corporate Considerations 

These proposals have no resource implications for the Council 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of this report and authorises the 
Director of Planning and Environment to advise Falkirk Council that they have no observations to 
make regarding this Proposal other than their support for the improvements to the Monklands 
Canal. 

h 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
1 5'h July 2003 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Stewart Mclsaac, Senior Planning Officer on 01 236 61 81 28 
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