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Purpose of Report 

On 7 August 2003, the Roads and Transport sub Committee agreed to support the establishment 
of a formal transport partnership in the west of Scotland (WESTRANS) and to be a constituent 
member. This report seeks the agreement of Committee to certain changes in the nature and 
financing of WESTRANS. 

Main Report 

The WESTRANS partnership is one of four transport partnerships which have been formed 
between groups of local authorities in different parts of Scotland. The others are SESTRANS 
covering Edinburgh and the authorities on each side of the Forth estuary plus Scottish Borders 
Council; NESTRANS involving Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire; and HITRANS which involves 
the highland authorities. 

Following the signing of a Minute of Agreement by the original twelve constituent authorities (the 
12 represented in the Strathclyde Passenger Transport Authority area) the first meeting of the new 
WESTRANS Joint committee took place on 17 March this year. There was a second meeting on 
16 June. 

One of the papers discussed at the meeting on 17 March related to the proposed establishment of 
a small core team of officers to progress a joint transport strategy for the west of Scotland and to 
represent and promote the interests of the partnership as required (there is a parallel in the core 
team which manages the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Structure Plan). The cost of this core team 
was estimated at f250,000 per annum. 

The Scottish Executive had indicated their desire for such an arrangement and they had suggested 
that they might be prepared to fund up to 100% of the cost of such a team for three years. 
Following the Scottish parliamentary elections in May 2003, the Executive have indicated their 
intention of establishing some form of Scottish Transport Authority. This would still require to be 
complemented by local transport partnerships such as WESTRANS. However, the Executive have 
now indicated that they would only be prepared to fund up to 80% of the costs of the core team. 
This was reported to the joint Committee meeting on 16 June. It still represents a welcome 
commitment by the Executive to WESTRANS but means the constituent authorities having to 
contribute the balance of f50.000 between them. 

The 16 June meeting of WESTRANS agreed that 

(a) A core team be established subject to confirmation of funding from the Scottish Executive 
(b) The balance of f50,000 per annum for the establishment of the core team be funded by the 

constituent authorities on a pro rata basis by population 
(c) Renfrewshire Council would be the lead authority and the employing authority for any core 

team 
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In a separate issue, Dumfries and Galloway Council have realised that they are not associated 
with any of the current four transport partnerships. They have approached WESTRANS with a view 
to joining and the joint Committee have agreed in principle to accept them as a member. 

The issues of the establishment and funding of a core team and the membership of Dumfries and 
Galloway Council need to be ratified in the form of an amended minute of agreement. Financial 
provision for the core team expenditure has been made in the Departmental transportation budget. 

Recommendations 

It is evident that the Scottish Executive continue to see partnerships such as WESTRANS as 
fundamental to the future delivery of transport strategy and transport infrastructure in Scotland. 
With this in mind, it is essential that the Council plays a full part in the development of 
WESTRANS. 

Committee are asked to agree to the Council entering a supplementary minute of agreement to be 
negotiated and agreed by the constituent authorities and covering:- 

(a) the establishment of a core team as proposed by WESTRANS with the Council funding its 
pro rata share of the balance of f50,000 per annum 

(b) the inclusion of Dumfries and Galloway Council in the partnership 

David M Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

12 August 2003 

For more information contact Grahame Lawson, Head of Planning & Transportation, on 01236 616202. 

Background papers held by Director of Administration 
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