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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of the receipt of 13 objections to the Stopping 
Up Order promoted by the Council in respect of closure of a road and footpaths at Hattonrigg 
Road and Bairdsland View, Bellshill; to seek Committee approval to proceed with the Stopping 
Up Order and to note that the Stopping Up Order must now be referred to the Scottish Ministers 
for decision. 

Background 

Outline planning permission (No. S/01/01419/OUT) was granted to Bellshill Athletic 
Football Club on 10 April 2002 for a leisure and housing development on land to the east of 
Hattonrigg Road, Bellshill. The football club had approached the Council's Property Section 
in 2001 to discuss the possibility of purchasing the land to allow the Club's development 
aspirations to come to fruition in light of growing numbers of fans and greater success in 
the league. Their existing pitch at Bowling Green Street, Bellshill afforded no expansion 
possibilities and thus another site was required to allow the Club to develop a facility which 
would meet current standards required by the Football Association. The Club's proposal 
involves the upgrading of the former blaes pitch to grass and the formation of terracing 
around three sides as well as a properly formed stand with ancillary changing facilities, 
indoor 5-a-side pitches and a social function suite at the fourth side. Dedicated car and 
coach parking accessed via a newly formed roundabout on Hattonrigg Road, and 
compensative planting would also form part of the proposal. The application was advertised 
in the local press and public meetings were held with the local community to allow 
discussion of the proposal. Following the issuing of outline consent, the Club and Council 
officials have been in frequent discussion and a reserved matters application is now 
expected in early September 2003. The Club's previous grounds at Bowling Green Street 
are currently being developed to provide 23 houses incorporating a mix of terraced, semi- 
detached and detached homes by Wilson Developments (Scotland) Ltd. 

The outline planning application also sought permission for residential development in 
recognition of the fact that the Club would struggle to fund a development of this scale on 
its own. Thus the residential development would perform an enabling role, the profits from 
which would feed into the leisure proposal. George Wimpey (West) Scotland secured 
detailed consent (No. S/02/01603/FUL) on 19 February 2003 for the development of 88 
detached dwellinghouses. Given that the site was a popular area of open space with local 
residents, for example, people walking their dog or children going to school, careful 
consideration was accorded to the requirement to retain acceptable public access and 
enjoyment through the site as well as employing compensative landscaping to replace that 
which would be lost to the development. The development necessitated the removal of 
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2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

footpaths and a road leading through the site but suitable alternative footpath provision will 
be formed only 30 metres away under the new site layout. As roads and footpaths at 
Hattonrigg Road and Bairdsland View would require to be stopped up in order to enable the 
development to be carried out in accordance with the planning permission which had been 
granted, the Council promoted the necessary stopping up order in terms of section 207 of 
the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997. The need for this order was brought 
to the attention of the developer both during the processing of the planning application and 
in the issuing of the planning consent through the imposition of a condition which required 
that no development should commence until the Stopping Up Order had been promoted 
and confirmed. 

Following a site visit in March 2003 it was noted that the developer George Wimpey had 
begun ground preparation works and had begun defining the site boundary by the siting of 
heras fencing. Whilst these preliminary works would have been at the developers own risk, 
it was noted that some of the footpaths requiring to be stopped up in terms of the Stopping 
Up Order had either been obstructed by the siting of heras fencing or entirely removed by 
excavation works. The developer was informed on 19 March 2003 that pending 
confirmation of the Stopping Up Order promoted by the Council, all footpaths must be 
reinstated and kept open at all times. 

The Stopping Up Order was advertised in the press on 29 May 2003 and two objections 
were received, one from a local resident; and one from Transco which was subsequently 
withdrawn. However, this Order had to be abandoned due to an error shown on the plan 
accompanying the Order. A new Order with an amended plan had to be promoted. 

The amended Order was advertised in the press on 17 July 2003 with the 28 day period for 
objections expiring on 14 August 2003. 13 objections were received, one from Transco and 
the remainder from local residents. The previous objection from Transco in relation to the 
first Order was subsequently removed following agreement between themselves and 
George Wimpey over the costs for diverting their apparatus. George Wimpey are liaising 
once more with Transco to request them to remove their objection in light of this 
agreement, in the hope that Transco will withdraw their objection in early course. With 
regard to the 12 objections received from local residents, 10 of the letters take the same 
format but have different signatures, while the final 2 are unique. The concerns raised can 
be summarised as follows:- 

They claim the neighbour notification procedures carried out in association with 
the planning application were inadequate and it is only now that construction 
works are underway, that local people realise how much of their environment and 
amenities have been lost; 
They enquire why the first Stopping Up Order was cancelled as it is felt that this 
only afforded the developer another five weeks in which to continue and 
accelerate building works which could be used as a defence against enforcement 
action being taken to reinstate the ground; 
They strongly objected to the removal of the footpath between Hattonrigg Bowling 
Club and Hattonrigg Senior Citizens Club as these were part of the last green 
area left locally, which have now been bulldozed away along with the parkland 
and every tree and bush in the area; 
They stated that the developer George Wimpey had acted prematurely and 
without proper authorisation by constructing houses and removing the road and 
footpaths the subject of the Stopping Up Order, several weeks in advance of the 
commencement of the public consultation exercise; 
They enquired on the effectiveness of the public consultation exercise and the 
right of objection given that most of the works subject of the Order had already 
been carried out weeks earlier; and 
They enquired why enforcement action had not been initiated against the 
developer by the Council. 
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3 Sustainability Implications 

3.1 If the Order promoting the closure is confirmed and the anticipated alternative footpath 
provision is formed as stipulated as a condition of the permission, there should be no 
sustainability implications. 

4 ProposalslConsiderations 

4.1 With regard to the objections raised, I wish to make the following comments:- 

The neighbour notification undertaken by the developer in association with the detailed 
planning application was checked at the time of submission and found to be correct. 
Furthermore, the outline application was advertised in the local press and public 
meetings were held with the local community to alert them to the forthcoming 
development as well as to invite comment. It should be noted that the stopping up 
procedures do not provide a forum for re-examination of the merits of the planning 
application, which has already been granted; 
As noted above, the first Stopping Up Order had to be abandoned due to an error 
shown on the plan accompanying the Order, To ensure this was properly addressed in 
legal terms, an entirely new Order had to be promoted. Contrary to the objection, the 
promotion of the new Order has not afforded the developer another five weeks in 
which to continue construction, given that no development should have commenced 
until the Order was confirmed. It could be argued that the new Order has set the 
developer back five weeks from progressing toward the referral of the matter to the 
Scottish Ministers for a decision; 
The removal of the footpaths between Hattonrigg Bowling Club and Hattonrigg Senior 
Citizens Club will be compensated for by the provision of a new footpath adjoining the 
estate access road which will be formed along a similar trajectory and located 
approximately only 30 metres further south. The loss of green space was a matter 
which was dealt with in the consideration of the planning application. Again 
compensative measures will be employed to replace some of the landscaping which 
will be lost to the development; and 
With regard to objection nos. 4 to 6, it is noted that George Wimpey did act 
prematurely and the Department is currently undertaking discussions with both the 
developer and one of the parties making representations. A further report will be 
submitted for Committee’s consideration following these discussions on the 
implications of continuing work on the site and of enforcement action. 

1) 

2) 

4 - 6) 

3) 

4.2 In determining whether or not to proceed with the Stopping Up Order the Committee must be 
aware that the planning issues associated with this proposal cannot be re-opened. The 
Stopping Up Order is necessary to enable the development to proceed and suitable alternative 
provision has been made for the footpaths. The Order was promoted on that basis. If 
Committee decide not to proceed with the Order then the development cannot be implemented 
in accordance with the planning permission which has been granted, either for the housing 
development or the leisure facilities associated with the football club, moreover because the 
housing developer has started work, 4 houses will require to be removed. In summary, it is 
considered that as suitable alternative provision exists for the footpaths to which objections 
have been raised, that notwithstanding these objections, Committee should agree to progress 
the Order. 

5 Corporate Considerations 

5.1 It is considered that the overall development contributes to the regeneration of this part of 
Bellshill and that the proposed Stopping Up Order is designed to facilitate this. 
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6. Recommendations 

6.1 It is recommended that Committee agree to continue to proceed with the Order; that Committee 
note its referral to the Scottish Ministers for a decision; and note that a further report will be 
prepared by the Director of Planning & Environment in respect of the continuing work on site. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
1 8th August 2003 

Background Papers 

Planning Application nos. S/01/01419/OUT 'Leisure and Housing Development (In Outline)', and 
S/02/01603/FUL 'Residential Development Comprising 88 Detached Dwellinghouses' 
Letters to George Wimpey (West) Scotland Ltd dated 19 March 2003, 2 July 2003, 16 July 2003, 13 
August 2003 
Letter from John Devlin, 287 Hattonrigg Road, Bellshill, received 13 August 2003 
Letter from Scott Donaldson, 289 Hattonrigg Road, Bellshill received on 13 August 2003 
Letter from Bronwen Beattie, 287 Hattonrigg Road, Bellshill received on 13 August 2003 
Letter from 125 Hattonrigg Road, Bellshill received on 13 August 2003 
Letter from J Wotherspoon, 127 Hattonrigg Road, Bellshill received on 13 August 2003 
Letter from Jeanne Dick, 23 Fleming Road, Bellshill received on 13 August 2003 
Letter from W Gould, 159 Hattonrigg Road, Bellshill received on 13 August 2003 
Letter from Eugene Small, 10 Napier Square, Bellshill received on 13 August 2003 
Letter from William H Devlin, 45a Fleming Road, Bellshill received on 13 August 2003 
Letter from Robert Irvine, 10 Glengarriff Road, Bellshill received on 13 August 2003 
Letter from William Irvine, 38 Clay Crescent, Bellshill received on 13 August 2003 
Letter from Vikki Gorman, 329 Hattonrigg Road, Bellshill received on 13 August 2003 
Letter from Transco, received on 18 July 2003 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Joanne Delaney on 01 698 3021 37. 

hattonrigg road 



AND FOOTPATHS uced by 
ling and Environment 
lqualters 
501, Fleming House 

sl Road 
BERNAULD 
IJW 
6 616210 Fax 01236 616232 

Ihs OrdnncaSuweyrnsppingwlh 
the Cantrdler of her Mapsb s 


