
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (PROTECTIVE SERVICES) SUB - 12 August 2003 

hmA ITEM NQ. ........ !. .... ".. Motherwell, 12 August 2003 at 

A Meeting of the PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (PROTECTIVE SERVICES) 
SUB-COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor McKenna, Convener; Councillors Brooks, Devine, Gemmell, Gordon, Gorman, Gormill, Holloway, 
Irvine, Lafferty, Love, Maginnis and Wilson. 

CHAIR 

Councillor McKenna (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Chief Committee Services Officer, Head of Protective Services, Pollution Control Team Leader, 
Environmental Health Manager and Trading Standards Manager. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors J. Coyle, Griffin, McGhee and Pentland. 

FOODS STANDARDS AGENCY AUDIT 

1. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 23 April 
2002, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 25 June 2003 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising that the Food Standards Agency had been formed in 2000 to protect public 
health and consumer interests with regard to food related issues; (2) reporting that local authorities 
were regulated by the Food Standards Agency, who had adopted a Framework Agreement which 
required enforcement authorities to produce Food Safety Service Plans, submit statistical data, 
prepare specific food related policies and procedures and agree to be audited on an annual basis by 
the Agency; (3) outlining the aims of the audit which is based on a three year programme; (4) 
indicating that the Food Standards Agency had conducted an audit in February this year of the food 
enforcement work undertaken by the Food Safety Service in North Lanarkshire; (5) attaching, as an 
appendix to the report, an executive summary consequential upon the audit; (6) indicating that a copy 
of the full report had been placed in the Members' Library for information and was also available on 
the Food Standards Agency Website, and (7) advising that the results of the Food Safety audit were 
positive. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

APPOINTMENT OF DESIGNATED MEDICAL OFFICERS 

2. With reference to paragraph 18 of the Minute of the meeting of the Environmental Services 
Committee of 7 October 1997, there was submitted a report dated 17 June 2003 by the Director of 
Planning and Environment (1) reminding Members (a) that the Council and the Lanarkshire National 
Health Service Board shared responsibility for the control of communicable diseases within North 
Lanarkshire, and (b) that Lanarkshire National Health Service Board have a duty to designate Medical 
Officers to assist the Council to carry out various statutory functions and that the Council was required 
to provide the Designated Medical Officers with support from their own staff on relevant matters such 
as the investigation of outbreaks of food poisoning; (2) reporting that in addition to the role of 
Designated Medical Officer with regard to food poisoning outbreaks, responsibility may be designated 
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to the postholder to exercise other functions on behalf of the Council, subject to a joint agreement 
between the Health Board and the Council, and (3) advising that due to several changes in personnel, 
the Health Board had provided an updated list of Designated Medical Officers to reflect these 
changes. 

Decided: 

(1) that the appointment of the following Designated Medical Officers for North Lanarkshire 
Council be approved:- 
Dr. C. E. Clark 
Dr. J. Miller 
Dr. G. A. Venters 
Dr. D. T. Comrie 
Dr. J. M. Logan 
Dr. J. Darnborough 
Dr. B. O’Suilleabhain, and 

(2) that it be agreed that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of this Sub-Committee 
providing details of the extent of responsibilities and the nature of the specialist professions of 
the appointed Designated Medical Officers. 

SURVEY OF FOOD PREMISES IN NORTH LANARKSHIRE IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE “WHICH” 
MAGAZINE 

3. There was submitted a report dated 1 July 2003 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) 
advising that following and enquiry from the Consumers’ Association, owners of the “Which” 
magazine, the Council had agreed to participate in a National Consumer Survey; (2) reporting that the 
survey had focussed on levels of food hygiene standards within hot food take-away premises in 
various parts of the Country, with the results being compared to the results of a similar survey 
conducted in 2001; (3) indicating that local authorities in London and Manchester had agreed to 
participate in the survey, which involved the “Which” journalists shadowing Environmental Health 
Officers during routine unannounced programme visit to several take-away premises, and (4) 
advising that the results of the survey had been published in the May edition of the “Which” magazine 
and that it indicated no major concerns for food premises in North Lanarkshire. 

Decided: 

(1) that the report be noted, and 

(2) that the extract of the “Which” magazine survey relative to the results of the survey of food 
take-away premises be provided to all Members of this Sub-Committee 

LOCAL AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT UPDATING AND SCREENING ASSESSMENT REPORT, 
ENVIRONMENT ACT 1995 

4. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Environment 
(Environmental Health) Sub-Committee held on 11 January 2000, there was submitted a report 
(docketed) dated 7 May 2003 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) advising of progress 
made in relation to Local Air Quality Management; (2) reporting that an Updating and Screening 
Assessment report required to be submitted to the Scottish Executive in July this year, this report 
subsequently being submitted within the required timescale; (3) intimating that this formed the second 
stage of the review and assessment process, and (4) summarising the outcome of the assessment. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the contents of the report be submitted to the Scottish Executive; 

(2) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of this Sub-Committee on the progress 
of implementation of the Updating and Screening Assessment, and 

(3) that it be noted that a copy of the full report can be viewed in the Members Library. 

MANDATORY LICENSING OF HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION 

5. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
3 December 2002, there was submitted a report dated 12 August 2003 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) reminding Members of the introduction by the Scottish Parliament of a 
Mandatory Licensing Scheme for Houses in Multiple Occupation in Scotland; (2) reporting that the 
Scottish Executive had carried out a review of the first year of operation of the licensing scheme and, 
following consultation with local authorities and various organisations had published that review; (3) 
advising that as a consequence, some changes were considered necessary to the scheme; (4) 
reporting that the determination of fees was a matter that a proposed Working Group, to be 
established by the Scottish Executive, would be asked to cover when drafting the revised guidance to 
local authorities; (5) indicating that as the first licences issued terminate in December this year, it is 
proposed that all new licences issued from that time will operate for a period of three years, with the 
fee being set at f800 for the first application, with a 10% footprint fee for each subsequent application 
in each block thereafter; (6) proposing that to enhance safety to licensed properties, the standard 
licence conditions which were adopted by the Council be amended to incorporate further 
recommendations of Strathclyde Fire Brigade, and (7) detailing the progress to date with regard to 26 
applications for Houses in Multiple Occupation Licences which had been received. 

Decided: 

(1) that the proposed changes to the Licensing fee structure and the duration of licences for all 
new applications be approved; 

(2) that the proposed amendments to Houses in Multiple Occupation Licence Conditions for 
relevant properties in North Lanarkshire be approved, and 

(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 

TRADING STANDARDS SERVICE DELIVERY PLAN 2003/2004 

6. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 6 August 
2002, there was submitted a report dated 12 August 2003 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) reminding Members that in 2002 the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) had 
developed the National Performance Framework for Trading Standards Services which introduced 
performance standards for Trading Standards in support of the development of national and local 
priorities; (2) outlining the aims of the framework; (3) reporting that one of the key elements of the 
National Performance Framework was a Service Delivery Plan, which included core responsibilities of 
a Trading Standards Service, its objectives, structure and resources and expectations of the 
community; (4) advising that the Service Delivery Plan would be the basis on which Local Authorities 
would be monitored and audited nationally on their provision of a trading standards service; (5) 
indicating that the North Lanarkshire Council Trading Standard Service had also produced an 
Operations Plan which required to be considered in conjunction with the Service Delivery Plan; (6) 
outlining the contents of the Operations Plan, (7) indicating that Protective Services Divisional Service 
Managers, would carry out monitoring of implementation against the Department’s Service Plan and 
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the Trading Standards Operations Plan, and (8) reporting that copies of the Service Delivery Plan and 
the Operations Plan had been placed in the Members Library and were also available on the Council's 
website. 

Decided: that the production of a Trading Standards Service Delivery Plan, in accordance with 
the requirements of the National Performance Framework, be approved. 

UPDATE REPORT ON THE ACTION PLAN FROM THE REVIEW OF THE TRADING STANDARDS 
SERVICE BY THE SERVICE DELIVERY AND PERFORMANCE SCRUTINY PANEL 

7. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Environment 
Committee held on 4 June 2003, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12 August 2003 by 
the Director of Planning and Environment (1) advising that the Service Delivery and Performance 
Scrutiny Panel had met in November 2002 and February 2003 to consider reports from the Director of 
Planning and Environment on performance levels achieved by the Trading Standards Service in 
relation to various performance indicators and other relevant factors and to provide details of future 
actions to improve performance; (2) reporting that the Policy and Resources Committee had 
subsequently approved a report containing recommendations to address these issues, together with 
an Action Plan for improvement, and (3) reporting that at a meeting of the Planning and Environment 
Committee on 4 June 2003 it was agreed that quarterly reports be submitted to this Sub-Committee 
on the action taken to improve the position. 

Decided: that the actions taken by the Director of Planning and Environment be noted. 

EXTENSION OF MONEY ADVICE PROVISION WITHIN THE TRADING STANDARDS SERVICE 

8. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 12August 2003 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) reminding Members (a) that the Protective Services Division of the Planning and 
Environment Department operated a free, confidential and independent debt counselling service for 
the community and employees of North Lanarkshire Council, and (b) of the services provided by the 
money advice centres; (2) reporting that additional funding from the Scottish Executive, as a result of 
the Debt Arrangement and Attachment (Scotland) Act 2000, which came into force on 1 January this 
year, has enabled the Council to expand the Money Advice Service; (3) advising that part of the 
funding was transferred to the North Lanarkshire Citizens Advice Bureau to enable it to retain and 
develop debt advice provision; (4) indicating that in order to make the service more accessible to the 
community, the Trading Standards Service had entered into partnership with the Council's Housing 
Department and the Lanarkshire Housing Association to use local office facilities; (5) detailing in an 
Appendix to the report the locations of Outreach Offices and times of availability for this service, and 
(6) indicating that it is intended to review the demand and availability of the Outreach Service after six 
months. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

REPORT ON THE SUPPLY, USE ANDMISUSE OF FIREWORKS 

9. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
3 December 2002 there was submitted a joint report dated 6 August 2003 by the Directors of Planning 
and Environment and Administration (1) outlining a synopsis of the recommendations contained in the 
report submitted by the COSLA Task Group on Fireworks to the Environment, Sustainability and 
Community Safety Executive Group and subsequent meetings of the Leaders Group and of the 
Convention; (2) advising that a letter, which was sent to all Scottish Local Authority Chief Executives 
outlined the proposals; (3) reporting that a Private Members Bill, promoted by Bill Tynan MP, which 
encapsulated the recommendations of the Task Group report had progressed through all of the 
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legislative stages of the House of Commons and has received both the First and Second readings in 
the House of Lords; (4) reporting that should the Private Members Bill progress through the final 
stages of the House of Lords, an Act regulating the sale and use of fireworks could be enacted by 
October this year, and (5) recommending (a) that the work which had been done to advance the 
argument for greater controls over fireworks be noted, and (b) that the involvement of COSLA and of 
the Council’s representatives in implementation of the Task Groups recommendations be noted and 
continued activity in this respect be endorsed. 

Decided: 

(1) that the work which has been done to advance the argument for greater control over fireworks 
be noted: 

(2) that the involvement of the Council’s representatives in the implementation of the COSLA 
Task Group’s recommendations be noted, and 

(3) that the involvement of COSLA and of the Council’s representatives in implementation of the 
Task Group’s recommendations be noted and that continued activity in this respect be 
endorsed. 
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