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To: PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE Subject: WINTER GRITTING - 
AMENDMENT TO TREATMENT OF 
REMOTE FOOTPATHS 

Purpose of Report 

1. This report seeks approval for an amendment to the procedure for gritting of remote footpaths 
in winter. 

Bac ka round 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5 .  

6. 

In general, remote footpaths are gritted using single person operated tractor units and 
operations are usually carried out between 5 am and 8 am in the morning to suit the majority 
of pedestrian movements. In exceptionally severe conditions, additional or alternative timing of 
treatment may be required. 

Following experience last winter, Amey Roads North Lanarkshire (ARNL), who carry out 
gritting of footways and footpaths for the Council, have expressed concerns about the number 
of violent incidents where the safety of winter gritting operatives has been jeopardised at 
various times. These incidents have generally occurred during the late evening or early 
morning (8 p.m. to 5 a.m.). The situation is not dissimilar to that which has also been reported 
in various parts of North Lanarkshire with regard to bus operations at these same periods. 

As an emergency measure, gritting operatives were advised to contact their supervisors, who 
then contacted the police. If personal safety was at risk, the operative discontinued the gritting 
route. 

In considering options for dealing with the situation, consultations have taken place with 
representatives of the Council, ARNL and the local police. This confirms that police resources 
are limited during the late evening and early morning. However, it is important that the early 
morning gritting continues if at all possible. It is therefore proposed that gritting of remote 
footpath locations should continue to be carried out between the hours of 5.00am and 8.00am. 
This maintains the status quo as far as this aspect of the service is concerned (it includes the 
withdrawal of labour as and when violent incidents occur). 

In severe weather it is proposed, however, that pre-gritting of remote footpaths should no 
longer be undertaken during late evening and early morning (8 p.m. to 5 a.m.). As an 
alternative, pre-gritting will now be carried out during day light hours or in the early evening. 
This would apply where there was no residual salt present and assumes that heavy 
precipitation is not forecast. This will ensure that the majority of weather situations are catered 
for with the only exception being when heavy rain is followed by a rapid fall in temperatures 
occurring late evening or early morning. It is felt that this revised action is necessary to sustain 
the health and safety of the workforce. 



7.  Subject to Committee approval, the revisions would be incorporated into operational 
procedures commencing next winter. The winter operations policy for 2003/04 will be 
amended and circulated for Committee approval at an early date after this meeting in order to 
advise the public of the amended treatment, prior to the commencement of the 2003104 winter 
operations. 

8. There are no proposals to change the treatment of footways (that is pedestrian routes 
immediately adjacent to roads). Treatment of main priority footways and town centre 
pedestrian areas generally comprises treatment 5am to 8am. Treatment outwith these hours 
is generally undertaken only during exceptional weather conditions although again, labour is 
withdrawn as and when violent incidents occur. 

Recommendation 

9. Members are asked to note the circumstances which have led to the proposed changes in 
practice and to agree to include the amendments detailed above in the 2003104 winter 
maintenance pol icy . 

c; 
David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
14 April 2003 
For further information please contact Graham Mackay on 01236 616403 


