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I .  Purpose of Report 

To inform Member's that the North Lanarkshire Partnership's application to participate, as one of only 
two local authority areas in Scotland, with the World Wildlife Fund O/WVF) Scotland on a National 
Footprinting Project had been successful. 

2. Background 

The Council was invited in June this year to submit a proposal to participate in a National Footprinting 
Project, in partnership with WWF who had gained funding from the Scottish Executive to develop this 
initiative. It was decided that this was an ideal Community Planning project and that a submission, on 
behalf of the North Lanarkshire Partnership, would be made by the Council. 

What Footprint is. 

Footprinting is a robust, easy to communicate concept which will help the Council to deliver on the 
new duties for Sustainable Development in Community Planning and Best Value. Every individual, 
every household, every business consumes resources. The mark this consumption leaves on the 
natural world is the ecological footprint. 

A Footprint, quite simply, considers how much land and sea is needed to provide us with water, 
energy and the food we need to support our lifestyle. It helps us judge how sustainable our lives are, 
and what changes we need to make both now and in the future to improve our quality of life. 

Once a Footprint has been measured, it can be used to educate people about the simple measures 
that can be taken to reduce their own individual footprint. 

How it can be used. 

The Footprint will have very practical applications across the Council and the Partnership. For 
instance, it will help deliver Community Planning. The Local Government Act (Scotland) 2003 
requires Local Authorities to contribute to sustainable development through Best Value and 
Community Partnerships. Footprinting can help Councils design successful strategies for the 
environment - and measure the difference. 

Footprints can also help identify new employment opportunities in 'green jobs' such as renewable 
energy, public transport and recycling. Furthermore by helping authorities adopt sustainable policies 
and practices it will make it easier for residents to choose a less wasteful lifestyle and thereby 
improve the quality of life for all. 



Once complete, this Project will have helped develop a model and software tool for local authorities 
on how to measure and use the footprint. 

Footprint Measures 

If the earth's resources were shared equally among everyone, a "fair share" would be just under 2 
hectares per person. On a national scale, the UK has an average Footprint of 6 hectares and 
Scotland has an estimated Footprint of 5.8 hectares. If all the world's population lived like this, we'd 
need two extra planets to sustain ourselves. 

Footprint Facts 

Increased floods are predicted as a result of Climate Change. 170,000 homes in Scotland are at 
direct risk, the Strathclyde Floods alone resulted in insurance claims totalling €1 00 million. 

Current predictions show there will be 50% more traffic on our roads in 20 years time. 

If we continue at our current rate, in 20 years time we will be throwing away 50% more rubbish. 

The Partnership's Bid 

Based on the good work, both the Council and the North Lanarkshire Partnership have done, on 
Sustainable Development and Sustainability monitoring a submission was made to WWF to 
participate in the Project. The Bid was based specifically on the Partnership's Joint Monitoring 
Framework, the Council's Eco Schools Programme, the Waste Management Strategy, the Structure 
Plan and the partnership based work on the Community Planning and Local Agenda 21. 

I am delighted to report that the bid has been successful and an official launch is planned for the 27th 
of October. 

What the Project will involve 

The Project will be multi-facetted but will initially involve working through the North Lanarkshire 
Partnership and others to collate data on resource use within the North Lanarkshire area. Training of 
staff and awareness raising exercises will be undertaken with a range of groups in order to create a 
better understanding of the aims of footprinting. From the data results, projects will be developed that 
address resource use and aim to reduce North Lanarkshire's footprint and a Strategy for reducing the 
footprint will also be developed. It is also intended that an Education Programme will accompany the 
exercise. All the information gathered from these exercises will be disseminated across Scotland in 
order to promote good practice. 

3. Sustainability Implications 

Participation in this Project inherently supports the Council's work on promoting Sustainable 
Development. It will allow for new integrated monitoring to take place and assist with capacity building 
to promote more sustainable lifestyles and action within the area. Participation in the Project will also 
identify new green job opportunities and therefore will have a positive economic impact. It also has a 
partnership and education role and the lessons North Lanarkshire learns from this three year project 
will assist other Councils and communities to improve their sustainability performance. 

4. Corporate Considerations 

The Council's participation in this Project will benefit every Council Department as well as the 
Council's partner organisations. It's main impacts will be in awareness raising, capacity building, 
education and sustainable economic development and regeneration. 



A project officer will be employed by WWF to work with the Council for a period of 3 years, with the 
Council providing accommodation and management supervision. The majority of the costs, which 
total around f100,000 for the 3 years, will be met by the Scottish Executive. A contribution of f5,000 
per annum is to be made by the Council, which will be met from this department's revenue budget. 

5. Recommendations 

Members are asked to note the content of this Report. 
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