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Application No: 

Date Registered: 

Applicant : 

Development: 

Location: 

Ward: 

Grid Reference: 

File Reference: 

Site History: 

Development Plan: 

S1031012981FUL 

28th August 2003 

PARS Properties Ltd 
8-12 Glentanar Road 
Glasgow 
G22 7XS 

Change of Use of Class 1 (Retail) Unit to Class 2 (Bookmaker) 

28 Hamilton Road Bellshill Lanarkshire ML4 IAQ 

24: Bellshill North Councillor Harry McGuigan 

2731 54. 660203. 

S/PL/B/7/13/AMcL 

None relevant 

The site is within a mixed use area within the Commercial Centre of 
Bellshill on the Bellshill & Mossend Local Plan and within the Town 
Centre Area in the Southern Area Local Plan Finalised Draft 
(Modified 2001). 

Contrary to Development Plan: No 

Consultations: None 

Representations: 2 Representation Letters 

Newspaper Advertisement: 4th September 2003 

Comments: 

This application is for the change of use from Class 1 (Retail) to Class 2 (Bookmakers) which would 
increase the number of betting offices within Bellshill Town Centre from three to four. Bellshill Town 
Centre currently has some 90 units and I do not feel that such an increase could be considered as over- 
provision in planning terms. Although no dedicated parking is available it is within the town centre area 
and car parking is available in the vicinity, Two objections have been received including one from a 
local Member, nevertheless, for the reasons stated in my report, I recommend that consent is granted. 

Recommendation: 

1. 

Grant Subject to the Following Conditions:- 

That the development hereby permitted shall be started within five years of the date of this 
permission 

Reason: To accord with the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997. 





Background Papers: 

Application form and plans received 28th August 2003 

Memo from NLC Protective Services received 22nd September 2003 

Letter from Willie Foy, Secretary, 209 Motherwell Road, Bellshill, Lanarkshire, ML4 2JG received 8th 
September 2003. 
Letter from Councillor Harry Curran, 8 Glenfinnan Grove, Mossend, Bellshill, ML4 2AY received 11 th 
September 2003. 

Southern Area Local Plan Finalised Draft (Modified 2001) 
Bellshill and Mossend Local Plan 

Any person wishing to inspect these documents should contact Alistair Maclean at 01698 302093. 



APPLICATION NO. S1031012981FUL 

REPORT 

1. 

1 .I 

I .2 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

3. 

3.1 

4. 

4.1 

4.2 

Description of Site and Proposal 

The application site comprises the last retail unit on the west side of Hamilton Road, Bellshill to 
the north of Glebe Street, on the present one way section of the road. The unit is presently 
vacant, having formerly been used by a hairdresser. In keeping with the remainder of the street 
frontage between the building and Bellshill Cross the building is located on the heel of the 
footway. There is land adjacent to the premises approximately 7 metres wide which is rather 
unkempt. The adjacent building on the southern side is the Co-op Funeral Directors which has 
a double in/out access arrangement with gates set back from the footway. 

There are currently 24 separate ground floor units in this section of Hamilton Road, Bellshill of 
which there are six retail units, 6 'service' retail, 5 take away units, 3 pubs, 4 offices and 1 
bookmaker as well as 2 vacant units of which this application site is one. There are two further 
bookmakers premises on Main Street. 

Development Plan 

The adopted plan for the area is the Bellshill & Mossend Local Plan which was adopted in July 
1985. The premises are within the Commercial Centre of Bellshill and are covered by a number 
of policies. Policy B5 allows for changes of use within the commercial centre to non retail uses 
to be considered on their individual merits. Proposal 67 promoted the improvement of premises. 

The premises fall within Bellshill Town Centre in the Southern Area Local Plan Finalised Draft 
(Modified June 2001). Policy RTL5, inter alia, supports Changes of Use to non-retail town centre 
uses. 

Consultations and Representations 

Two representations were received in connection with this application. Both express concern 
about the increase in number of bookmakers in the town centre while one raised the issue 
about on-street parking which it was felt would be exacerbated. 

Plan n in q Assessment and Co ncl u si0 n s 

Bellshill Town Centre currently has some 90 units. There are presently three bookmakers; two 
on Main Street and one on Hamilton Road, about 35 metres from the subject site. There are a 
number of vacant units in Bellshill Town Centre including two in this section of Hamilton Road, 
of which this is one. Whilst it would, ideally, be preferable to retain this unit in retail use the level 
of vacancies in the vicinity suggest that the Council should be open to suitable alternative uses, 
a policy supported by the Southern Area Local Plan Finalised Draft. 

Both objectors were concerned about the increase in the number of betting premises. While 
this is not strictly a planning matter, the proportion of bookmakers would remain relatively low 
within the Town Centre. While there will be a loss of retail floorspace I feel this will be 
insignificant and would not justify recommending refusal given the existing mix of uses in this 
area of the Town Centre and the number of vacant premises. The issue about lack of parking 
would be true of many uses which this building could lend itself to, and I am of the opinion that 
use as a bookmakers would not cause significant parking problems. There is vacant land 
adjacent to the premises which could provide parking, however, to be of any use it would require 



to be accessed over adjacent land in the ownership of the adjacent property, the Co-op Funeral 
Directors, and the owners of this site have no right of access over this land. 

4.3 The development is in accordance with the development plan and I do not feel that the reasons 
given by objectors are sufficiently strong to recommend refusal therefore I recommend that 
permission be granted. 


