
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (ROADS AND TRANSPORT) SUB - 
A 

8 October 2003 

Motherwell, 8 October 2003 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (ROADS AND TRANSPORT) 
SUB-COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Wilson, Convener; Provost Connelly; Councillors Barrie, J. Coyle, Gray, Hogg, Homer, McGuigan, 
McKendrick, Moran and M. Murray. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Wilson (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Committee Services Manager and Head of Planning and Transportation. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Burns, Cameron, Lafferty, W. Martin and Wallace. 

DRIVER AND VEHICLE LICENSING AGENCY - CONSULTATION ON VEHICLE NUMBER PLATE 
SECURITY 

There was submitted a report dated 25 September 2003 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
(1) informing Members of a Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency consultation exercise on vehicle 
number plate security; (2) outlining the background to the consultation; (3) advising the Sub- 
Committee of proposals contained within the consultation document whereby licensed taxi and private 
hire cars would use different coloured number plates to make them more distinctive to the public, and 
(4) recommending that the Council respond to the consultation document stating (a) that it endorsed 
the use of different coloured backgrounds for taxi and private hire cars licence plates, and (b) that, in 
order to aid proper enforcement, it was essential that taxis and private hire cars should have different 
coloured plates from one another. 

Decided: 

(1) that the Director of Planning and Environment responds to the consultation document stating 
that (a) the Council endorsed the use of different coloured backgrounds for taxi and private 
hire cars licence plates, and (b) that, in order to aid proper enforcement, it was essential that 
taxi and private hire cars should have different coloured plates from one another, and 

(2) that the matter be referred to the General Purposes (Licensing) Sub-Committee for its 
information. 

POWER TO INSPECT BLUE BADGES DISPLAYED ON MOTOR VEHICLES 

2. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
13 February 2002, there was submitted a report dated 10 September 2003 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) informing Members of the impending commencement on 1 January 2004 of 
powers to inspect blue badges displayed on motor vehicles; (2) advising that guidance for enforcing 
officers and badge holders would be published imminently; (3) reminding Members of the background 
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to the matter; (4) containing his observations thereon, and (5) recommending (a) that the proposed 
introduction of the powers to inspect blue badges on 1 January 2004 be noted; (b) that the imminent 
publication of the guidance for enforcing officers and badge holders be noted, and (c) that the options 
for enforcement within North Lanarkshire be the subject of a report to a future meeting of the 
Su b-Committee. 

Decided: 

(1) that the proposed introduction of the powers to inspect blue badges on 1 January 2004 be 
noted: 

(2) that the imminent publication of the guidance for enforcement officers and badge holders be 
noted. and 

(3) that the options for enforcement within North Lanarkshire be the subject of a report to a future 
meeting of the Sub-Committee. 

SHOPMOBILITY IN NORTH LANARKSHIRE 

3. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
12 February 2003, there was submitted a report dated 12 September 2003 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) updating Members on the development of Shopmobility in North Lanarkshire; (2) 
containing his observations on the Coatbridge and Motherwell Shopmobility Schemes; (3) informing 
Members that these two schemes are directly funded by his Department, the revenue cost of each 
scheme being estimated at f50,000 per annum, and (4) recommending (a) that the Sub-Committee 
note that reports on this subject have also been presented to the Review Group on Equal Opportunity 
and to the Motherwell and District Area Committee; (b) that it be noted that the operation of this 
service is now under a formal Service Level Agreement between Planning and Environment and 
Town Centre Initiatives, and (c) that further reports be accepted on the management of the existing 
service (including the outturn capital costs of the Motherwell Project when these are known) before 
committing to any further extension of the service. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be noted that reports on Shopmobility have been presented to the Review Group on 
Equal Opportunities and to the Motherwell and District Area Committee; 

(2) that it be noted that the operation of the service is now under a formal Service Level 
Agreement between the Department of Planning and Environment and Town Centre 
Initiatives, and 

(3) that further reports on the management of the existing service (including the outturn capital 
costs of the Motherwell Project, when these are known) be submitted before committing to 
any further extension of the service. 

ROADS REVENUE BUDGET - CONTRACTORS LINE 

4. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 13 August 
2003, there was submitted a report dated 8 October 2003 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) informing the Committee of the current level of expenditure of the Roads Revenue 
Budget - Contractors Line; (2) detailing the three elements of contractors expenditure; (3) 
summarising and containing his observations on the up to date position with regard to the expenditure 
element, and (4) recommending that the Sub-Committee (a) note the current situation with regard to 
Contractors Line expenditure; (b) note that a projected overspend in lighting has been reduced since 
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the previous report and that measures are in place to further address the projected overspend, and (c) 
agree to accept further regular reports on the performance of the Council's road contractors. 

Decided: 

(1) that the current situation with regard to the Contractors Line expenditure be noted; 

(2) that it be noted that the projected overspend in lighting works has been reduced since the 
previous report; 

(3) that measures to further address the projected overspend in lighting works have been put in 
place, and 

(4) that the Director of Planing and Environment submit further regular reports on the 
performance of the Council's Roads Contractors. 

PETITIONS 

(1) REQUEST FOR THE PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES - 
CALLANDER ROAD, CARRICKSTONE, CUMBERNAULD 

5. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 October 2003 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising of the receipt of a petition from residents of Callander Road, Carrickstone, 
Cumbernauld requesting the provision of additional traffic calming measures in the area; (2) 
containing his observations on the request, (3) proposing, for the reasons detailed in the report, that 
no further action be taken. 

Decided: 

(1) that it be noted that Callander Road, Carrickstone, Cumbernauld is adequately traffic calmed; 

(2) that no further action be taken, and 

(3) that the petitioners be advised accordingly. 

(2) REQUEST FOR THE PROVISION OF TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES - CRESCENT AT OLD 
MONKLAND ROAD, COATBRIDGE 

6. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 8 August 
2001, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 October 2003 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) referring to the receipt of a petition from residents of Old Monkland Road, Coatbridge 
requesting the provision of traffic calming measures at Old Monkland Road, Coatbridge; (2) containing 
his observations on the request; (3) proposing, for the reasons detailed therein, that consideration be 
given to introducing traffic calming measures and parking facilities at Old Monkland Road, Coatbridge; 
(4) giving details of the proposed scheme; (5) informing Members that the estimated cost of the 
scheme was f20,000 which could be met from the "Cycling, Walking and Safer Streets" Capital 
Budget for 2003/2004, and (5) seeking approval to proceed with these proposals. 

Decided: 

(1) that the background to the report be noted; 
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(2) that the proposals, as detailed in paragraph 3.1 of the report, be approved, and 

(3) that initiation of consultation procedures, as detailed in paragraph 3.3 of the report, be 
approved. 

(3) REQUEST FOR THE PROVISION OF TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES - WAVERLEY DRIVE, 
WISHAW 

7. There was submitted a report dated 19 September 2003 by the Director of Administration advising of 
the receipt of a petition from residents of Waverley Drive, Wishaw, requesting the provision of traffic 
calming measures in the area. 

Decided: that consideration of the matter be continued pending the submission of a report by the 
Director of Planning and Environment. 

(4) REQUEST FOR THE PROVISION OF CHICANES ON LABURNUM ROAD, VIEWPARK 

a. There was submitted a report dated 1 October 2003 by the Director of Administration advising of the 
receipt of a petition from residents of Viewpark, requesting the provision of chicanes on Laburnum 
Road, Viewpark. 

Decided: that consideration of the matter be continued pending the submission of a report by the 
Director of Planning and Environment. 

PROPOSALS FOR A NEW APPROACH TO TRANSPORT IN SCOTLAND: A CONSULTATION 

9. There was submitted a report dated 22 September 2003 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
(1) informing Members of the launch of a consultation paper entitled “Proposals for a New Approach 
to Transport in Scotland”; (2) outlining the background to the consultation paper; (3) advising the 
Sub-Committee that the consultation document issued by the Scottish Executive seeks the Council’s 
views on aspects of its proposals for the establishment of a new body which has been tentatively 
called Transport Scotland; (4) indicating that the responses to the consultation document were to be 
received by the Scottish Executive before 17 December 2003, and (5) recommending that the 
Sub-Committee (a) note the background to the report; (b) note the areas where the Council’s views 
are sought; (c) note the timetable for responses, and (d) agree that a further report detailing the 
Council’s views on the consultation be submitted to the next meeting of this Sub-Committee on 
10 December 2003. 

Decided: 

(1) that the background to the report be noted; 

(2) that the areas where the Council’s views are sought be noted; 

(3) that the timetable for responses be noted, and 

(4) that a further report detailing the Council’s views on the consultation be submitted to the next 
meeting of this Sub-Committee on 10 December 2003. 
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STRATHCLYDE PASSENGER TRANSPORT INTERCHANGE IMPROVEMENT STUDY 

10. There was submitted a report dated 12 September 2003 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
(1) informing Members of a consultation paper by Strathclyde Passenger Transport (SPT) on 
proposals for improving public transport interchange at a number of locations in North Lanarkshire; (2) 
reporting that SPT had commissioned consultants to carry out a study into the opportunities for 
improving interchanges at a number of locations which they had identified; (3) indicating that the study 
had begun in June 2002 and had involved consultation in the early stages with the Department of 
Planning and Environment; (4) advising that extracts from the summary report of June 2004 were 
contained in Appendices to the report; (5) intimating that SPT were seeking the Council’s comments 
by 28 November 2003 and the Council were being asked whether (a) to accept the preferred technical 
solution concluded by the study; (b) to fund in whole or part the preferred technical solution, and (c) to 
manage the process of taking forward the preferred technical solution to physical implementation, and 
(6) recommending that the consultation on the study findings be noted by Members and agree to 
submit an appropriate response to the SPT by 28 November 2003 in consultation with the Convener 
of this Sub-Committee. 

Decided: 

(1) that, following consultation with the Convener, a response to the consultation be submitted to 
Strathclyde Passenger Transport by 28 November 2003, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

AUDIT SCOTLAND ROAD MAINTENANCE VALUE FOR MONEY STUDY 

11. There was submitted a report dated 12 September 2003 by the Director of Planning and Environment 
(1) advising Members of a value for money study being carried out by Audit Scotland into road 
maintenance; (2) indicating that the study is intended to examine the performance of both Councils 
and the Scottish Executive in maintaining the existing network of roads to appropriate standards; (3) 
informing Members that road maintenance covers all work on roads other than major new build or 
reconstruction work and includes (a) routine maintenance; (b) structural maintenance; (c) winter 
maintenance; (d) traffic management and management of road works; (e) maintenance of bridges and 
structures, and (9 lighting maintenance; (4) outlining the reasons given by Audit Scotland for carrying 
out the study, and (5) recommending that it be noted that the commissioning of the study will have 
considerable relevance for the future delivery of this vital service. 

Decided: that the commissioning of the Audit Scotland Road Maintenance Value For Money 
Study be noted. 

IDENTIFICATION OF LOCATIONS IN NORTH LANARKSHIRE THAT HAVE HIGH ROAD INJURY 
ACCIDENT TOTALS 

12. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
5 December 2001, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 10 September 2003 by the Director 
of Planning and Environment providing an update of the locations within North Lanarkshire which had 
been identified as having the highest number of recorded road injury accidents. 

Arising therefrom Councillor J. Coyle referred to difficulties caused as a result of foliage growing in 
front of road signs. 
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Decided: 

that the Council’s statutory duty under the Road Traffic Act 1988 to identify where road 
accidents are occurring and take measures to prevent accidents occurring in the future be 
noted: 

that the contents of the priority list of sites with more than five injury accidents be noted, on 
the understanding that the priority list would be used as the basis of tackling problems 
associated with road accidents in North Lanarkshire: 

that it be noted that to achieve significant reductions in accident levels would require the 
allocation of additional resources: 

that future reports contain information on apparent accident patterns, and 

that the Director of Planning and Environment submit a report on the clearing of foliage from 
around road signs to a future meeting of this Sub-Committee. 

WEST OF SCOTLAND TRANSPORTATION PARTNERSHIP JOINT COMMITTEE UPDATE REPORT 

13. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Environment 
Committee of 20 August 2003, there was submitted a report dated 30 September 2003 by the Director 
of Planning and Environment (1) reminding Members of the background to North Lanarkshire Council 
entering a supplementary Minute of Agreement to be negotiated and agreed by the constituent 
WESTRANS authorities; (2) updating the Committee on the work of the West of Scotland 
Transportation Partnership Joint Committee following its meeting of 15 September 2003; (3) 
recommending that the progress being made by the WESTRANS Joint Committee be noted. 

Decided: that the progress being made by the WESTRANS Joint Committee be noted. 
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