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Purpose of Report 

This report contains details of further discussions held with the applicants in relation to Planning 
Application No S/03/00793/OUT, which was continued at the meeting of the Planning and Environment 
Committee on 22 October. 

Background 

The planning application, submitted by Brandon Property Holdings LLP, seeks outline consent for a mixed 
use development, involving commercial and residential developments, on land north of New Stevenston 
Road, Carfin; a full description of the proposal is contained in the original report to Committee, a copy of 
which is contained in the Agenda papers. 

The application site includes a playing field and pavilion at Hattonhill which, although they have not been in 
use for some time, would either require to be replaced or some alternative compensatory provision made 
elsewhere; this arises from Scottish Executive policy under the terms of NPPG 11 ‘Sport, Physical 
Recreation and Open Space’, and the Council’s own policies contained in the Finalised Draft Southern Area 
Local Plan. Initially, discussions between officials and the applicants concluded that an existing pitch at the 
Keir Hardie Sports Complex in Holytown could be upgraded as compensation for the loss of the pitch at 
Hattonhill, but the Committee at its meeting on October 22 considered that this matter had not been resolved 
satisfactorily and required further discussion. As a result, discussions took place, involving the local member, 
officials from the Planning and Environment and Community Services Departments, and the applicants to try 
to seek a solution to this issue. In addition, the applicants also met with some of the objectors to the 
application in order to establish how their concerns may be able to be overcome. 

Outcome of Discussions 

Following the discussions referred to above, it has been accepted that the developers, through a Section 75 
Planning Agreement, will provide a replacement pitch in Carfin. Two options have been considered. One 
would involve a new grass pitch with a changing pavilion and car parking on a site at Chapelknowe Road, 
Carfin and a new all-weather multi-sports court within the application site. The other would involve the 
provision of a full size, New Generation all-weather pitch with floodlighting and a pavilion within the 
application site. In both cases the applicants would be expected to make a financial contribution towards the 
revenue costs of these new facilities for a period of time. 

At present the detailed costings likely to be involved with either option are unknown, and details of what 
would be contained in the proposed Planning Agreement have not been finalised. However, I am satisfied 
that, from a planning point of view, either option would meet the relevant policy requirements and it should be 
noted that no planning consent would be issued until an appropriate Agreement. 

SportScotland have been consulted regarding these revised arrangements and have indicated that they do 
not object. 
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4. Conclusions 

4.1 The most recent discussions with the applicants have resulted in proposals which will provide 
replacement pitch within Carfin, although the precise detail of what and where have not yet been 
resolved. These proposals meet the policy requirements of both the Council and SportScotland, 
and it is considered that they represent a satisfactory outcome to the issue of replacing the pitch that 
would be lost. It is therefore recommended that permission should be granted in line with the conditions 
recommended in the report to the Planning and Environment Committee of 22 October. In addition, it 
should be noted that (I), before the permission can be issued, an agreement in terms of Section 75 of the 
Town and Country Planning (Scotland ) Act 1997 will require to be concluded to ensure the provision of 
the replacement sport facilities by the applicants and (2) that the application be referred to the Scottish 
Ministers in accordance with the Town and country Planning (Notification of Applications) (Scotland) 
Directive 1997. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 That the Committee notes the content of this report, 

5.2 That the Committee agrees, subject to the conclusion of an agreement in terms of Section 75 of the Town 
and Country Planning (Scotland ) Act 1997, to grant outline consent for the mixed use development, applied 
for under application S/03/00793/OUT at New Stevenston Road Carfin, subject to the conditions contained in 
the attached report. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
(1 8'h November 2003) 
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