
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Date: 17'h December 2003 Ref: S/01/00758/0UT WLS 

REPORT 

EM MO. ..... A... ......... 
Subject: 
Planning Application No. S/01/00758/OUT - 
Mixed Use Development comprising 

Schools/Community Uses, Business and 
Employment Uses, Open Space, a New 
Town Centre including Retail, Leisure, 
Business, Housing and Hotel, and 
Associated Transport Infrastructure - 
Ravenscraig, Motherwell 

Areas, 

I. 

1.1 

2. 

2.1 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Committee of the decision of the Scottish Ministers in relation 
to the planning application for the redevelopment of the former Ravenscraig Steelworks site. 

Bac ka rou nd 

An outline planning application proposing a mixed use development at Ravenscraig was considered 
at a Special Meeting of the Planning and Environment Committee on 10 April, 2003. Following a 
hearing, to which the applicants and objectors were invited, the Committee resolved to grant 
permission, subject to:- 

(i) the recording/registration of an agreement under Section 75 of the Town and Country 
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 

(ii) the approval of the Scottish Ministers of the proposed Alteration to the Glasgow and the 
Clyde Valley Joint Structure Plan, agreed by the Structure Plan Joint Committee on 26 
March 2003, and 

(iii) 68 conditions. 

The application also had to be notified to the Scottish Ministers in accordance with the Town and Country 
Planning (Notification of Applications) (Scotland) Direction 1997. 

3. Scottish Ministers' Decision 

3.1 The Scottish Ministers have indicated that they do not intend to issue a direction restricting the grant of 
planning permission or requiring the application to be referred to them for determination. However, in 
reaching this decision they have noted that the Trunk Road Network Management Division of the Scottish 
Executive have recommended conditions to be attached to any grant of planning permission for this 
d eve I op m en t . 

3.2 The conditions recommended by the Trunk Roads Network Management Division are:- 

(0 Before any development begins on site, a Travel Plan for the entire site, shall be submitted 
to and approved by the planning authority in consultation with SE-TRNMD 

(ii) No part of the Class 1 retail or town centre leisure elements of the development shall be 
occupied until improvements are implemented to M74 junction 6, generally in accordance 
with URS drawings nos 47359-004/1910, 47359-004/1911 and 47359-00411 912 to the 
satisfaction of the planning authority in consultation with SE-TRNMD 
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(iii) That condition numbered 2b) in respect of reserved matters should be expanded from ”the 
means of access to the site” to “the means of access to the site and all external roadworks 
identified in condition 35” 

The Scottish Ministers are of the view that the views of the Trunk Road Network Management Division with 
regard to these matters are important and trust that the Council will have full regard to their requirements 
should it be decided that permission be granted. 

3.3 

4. 

4.1 

4.2 

It should be noted that the Scottish Ministers have also approved the Alteration to the Structure Plan. 

Conclusions 

The decisions by the Scottish Ministers to approve the Alteration to the Structure Plan, and to 
authorise the Council to deal with the planning application in the manner it thinks fit, allows the 
Council to progress towards granting planning permission, as agreed by the Planning and 
Environment Committee on 10 April. However, the decision by the Ministers not to call-in the 
application involved a strong recommendation that the Council has “full regard” to the conditions 
recommended by the Trunk Road Network Management Division. 

The suggested condition in relation to a Travel Plan for the entire site is generally consistent with 
condition no 30 of the recommended conditions approved by the Committee on 10 April, which 
read:- 

That, before any development begins on site, a Green Travel Plan for the entire development site 
(the Ravenscraig Green Travel Plan) shall be submitted to and approved by the planning authority. 
The Ravenscraig Green Travel Plan will be consistent with the approved Local Transport Strategy at 
that time, and shall contain the following elements:- 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

proposals to reduce car dependence and vehicle emissions; 

proposals to encourage the use of alternative transport modes for journeys; 

proposals to introduce measures that promote more environmentally friendly delivery and 
freight movements; 

proposals to provide on-site facilities to promote alternative modes of transport to, from and 
within the site; 

targets, timescales, phasing programmes, and details of co-ordination and monitoring 
measures. 

Reason: To ensure the production of an effective Green Travel Plan for the overall development, in 
the interests of achieving sustainable transport in relation to Ravenscraig. 

Similarly, condition no 31 required the submission of Green Travel Plans for each non-residential 
development within the site, those Plans to conform with the Ravenscraig Green Travel Plan. 

The main difference between those conditions and that suggested by the Scottish Executive is the 
reference to “in consultation with SE-TRNMD”. As the conditions approved by the Committee are more 
comprehensive than that recommended by the Scottish Executive, I would propose that Conditions 30 and 
31 be amended to include such the reference to SE-TRNMD, and that the reasons be altered to refer to the 
Scottish Executive recommendation. 

4.3 The condition recommended in relation to M74 Junction 6 is effectively a suspensive condition, 
preventing the opening of the retail or leisure elements within the development until improvements to 
the Motorway junction are implemented. The conditions approved by the Committee on 10 April 
included a condition (no 35) requiring seven other road improvements to be carried out before the 
leisure or retail elements of the proposal open to the public. I would therefore propose to add the 
additional requirement suggested by the Scottish Executive in relation to the M74 junction to that 
condition. 
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4.4 The third recommendation contained in the Scottish Ministers’ letter related to a relatively minor alteration 
to the condition that lists the Reserved Matters to be submitted for subsequent approval. I therefore 
propose that this be amended as suggested. 

4.5 It should be noted that the decision of the Planning and Environment Committee of 10 April 2003 required 
a Section 75 Agreement to be concluded, and registered or recorded, before the permission can be 
granted. Discussions are continuing in order to finalise the Agreement, and the permission will not be 
issued until this has been registered or recorded. 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 That the Committee notes the decision of the Scottish Ministers, in relation to planning application 
no. S/O1/00758/0UT, not to issue a direction restricting the grant of planning permission or requiring 
the application to be referred to them for determination. 

5.2 That the Committee agrees to the following alterations to the conditions approved at its meeting on 
10 April 2003 in relation to planning application no S/O1/00758/OUT:- 

Condition 2 (b) to be amended by the addition of “and all external roadworks identified in 
condifion 35 below” 

(ii) Conditions 30 and 31 to be amended by the addition of “in consultation with SE-TRNMD” 
after “. . . approved by the planning authority” 

Reasons to be amended by the addition of “and as recommended by SE-TRNMD” 

(iii) Condition 35 to be amended by the addition of h) the improvement of M74 Junction 6, 
generallv in accordance with URS dra wings nos 4 7359-004/19 10, 47359-004/19 I I and 
47359-004/1912 to the satisfaction of the planning authority in consultation with SE- 
TRN MD” 

Reason to be amended by the addition of “and as recommended by SE-TR 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
(8‘h December 2003) 

Report by Director of Planning and Environment to Planning and Environment Committee, 10 April 2003 
Letter dated 26 November 2003 from Scottish Executive 

Any person wishing to inspect these documents should contact Les Stevenson at 01698 302088 
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