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Purpose of Report 
To advise the Committee of the requirements of the above and associated guidance issued by 
the Scottish Executive on the method of assessment 

Background 
In October 2002 the Committee decided that local planning in the Council area would be taken 
forward by means of a Council Wide Local Plan replacing the current framework of 1 subject 
and 11 separate area plans. The preliminary work for the North Lanarkshire Local Plan is 
already underway with presentations to the Area Committee's and establishment of 
Departmental working groups prior to the start of the first phase of public consultation in 
January 2004. Under the Committee agreed timetable it is intended to issue a consultative draft 
Plan in late 2004 with a finalised Plan the following year. Final adoption of the Plan is scheduled 
for 2007. 

Sustainability 
A North Lanarkshire Local Plan will be prepared in accordance with EU Directive 2001/42/eu 
and subject to a full environmental or sustainability appraisal. 

Considerations 
Under European Directive 2001/42/ec any plans adopted after 21 July 2006 must be subject to 
environmental assessment and it is for the Committee to decide how best to undertake this 
obligation in the light of recent Scottish Executive guidance and available resources. 

The Scottish Executive interim planning guidance 'Environmental Assessment of Development 
Plans' outlines the process and offers detailed advice on each stage of the assessment. The 
report highlights work undertaken by a number of Scottish authorities in this regard noting that 
several council's have extended the assessment process to include a full "Sustainability 
Appraisal'' - the assessment of likely significant economic and social effects of the plan as well 
as its environmental effects. 

In line with the comprehensive approach to sustainable development in the emerging 
Community Plan and Economic Regeneration Framework it is considered advisable that the 
North Lanarkshire Local Plan be subject to a full Sustainability Appraisal. 

Scottish Executive advice on this process notes that the assessment should take place from the 
earliest stages of plan preparation in order to establish a sound basis for shaping and 
formulation of the plan. Given that the present North Lanarkshire Local Plan timetable allows for 



this it is recommended that the process should commence with the initial stages of the 
preparation of the Consultative Draft Plan scheduled to take place from November 2003 to 
autumn 2004. 

4.5 With regard to resource implications, experience from other authorities suggests that the 
process would be best carried out by consultants. This would provide the added value of an 
objective approach and the flexibility to apply appropriate additional resources as required 
allowing officers of the Local Plans Team to concentrate fully on plan preparation. While 
consultants costs are difficult to estimate at this stage it would be prudent to allow expenditure 
spread across 2 or 3 financial years given the continuing nature of the task during the 3 year 
plan preparation period. 

5. Corporate Considerations 

5.1 The requirements of the European Directive have placed a new duty on Local Authorities that 
will require additional resources. At this stage it is not possible to estimate costs. The 
engagement would be likely however to be spread over 2 or 3 years. There is no provision in 
the current budgets cover costs. 

6. Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee 

(1) notes the contents of this report 
(2) authorises the Director of Planning and Environment to prepare a brief for appropriate 

consultants for the provision of advice and guidance to the Council on a development plan 
sustainability assessment for the North Lanarkshire Local Plan 

(3) agrees that prior to the acceptance of any offer, a report be submitted to the Committee 
making recommendations as to the budget provisions for this work. 

G 
David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
David Jones Team Leader Local Plans on 01236 618133. 
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