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Purpose of Report 

Members will be aware from previous reports of the introduction by the Scottish Parliament of a 
Mandatory Licensing Scheme for Houses in Multiple Occupation in Scotland. This has been 
achieved through the introduction of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Licensing of 
Houses in Multiple Occupation) Order 2000 (as amended). The purpose of this report is to 
advise members of funding which is to be made available to the Council from the Scottish 
Executive following their review of the HMO licensing scheme and advise members on how the 
funding will be utilised. 

Background 

Following their review of the first year of the Mandatory Licensing Scheme for Houses in 
Multiple Occupation, the Scottish Executive have announced funding to be made available 
to local authorities from 1 October, 2003 to ensure that all HMOs are identified and 
licensed. The funding reflects the additional pressures which local authorities will face with 
the extension of licensing to include three person HMOs from 1 October 2003. 

Firm grant allocations have been made for each local authority for 2003-04 and 2004-05 
based on estimates of the potential number of HMOs to be licensed, submitted by local 
authorities. 

North Lanarkshire Council has been allocated f25K for 2003-04 and f25K for 2004-05 
based on the potential total figure of 104 premises to be licensed. 

Additional funding for 2005-06 will be based on the achievement of defined targets which 
the Council will require to meet by 31 March 2005. 

The targets set for North Lanarkshire Council are:- 

a) The identification of all HMOs in the Council area. 
Have 107 licences in force, and 
Have received applications from or be actively pursuing all other HMOs identified. 

b) 
c> 

Thirty licence applications have been received by the Council to date. Ten licences have 
been issued following inspection and nineteen applications are being processed. One 
application has subsequently been withdrawn as the premises no longer come within the 
I icensi ng scheme. 
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3. Proposals I Considerations 

3.1 It is proposed that the grant of f25K for 2003-04 will be utilised as follows:- 

4 To purchase computer software 
4 

4 

To publicise the HMO licensing scheme in the local press 
To produce leaflets for distribution to residents and landlords, and 
To fund overtime payments to officers involved in carrying out surveyhesearch work to 
identify HMOs 

3.2 It is also proposed that the grant of f25K for 2004-05 will be used to fund an extension to the 
temporary contract of an existing Technical Officer (Tech 2), until 31 March 2005. This will free 
other staff to carry out further surveyhesearch work in order to meet the target of identifying all 
HMOs in the Council area by March 2005, and subsequently process any applications received. 

4. Sustainability Implications 

4.1 The extension of the contract of the Technical Officer (Tech 2) would be on a temporary basis 
for a fixed period of one year, from 31 March 2004. 

4.2 The recommendations to the Committee are consistent with policy and there are no 
sustainability implications. 

5. Corporate Considerations 

5.1 The Head of Personnel Services and the Director of Finance have been consulted in the 
compilation of this report. 

5.2 All decisions or actions with possible legal implications to be confirmed with North Lanarkshire 
Council’s Legal Services. 

6. Recommendations 

6.1 That the Committee notes the content of the report and approves the spending proposals as 
detailed in the report. 

6.2 That the Committee approves the extension of the contract of a Technical Officer (Tech 2) for 
one year to 31 March 2005 as detailed in the report. 

6.3 Forward this report to Policy & Resources (Personnel) Sub-Committee for approval. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
(8 December 2003) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please contact 
Robert Steenson, on 01 236-61 6534 
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