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1 .  

2. 

3. 

I ntrodudion 

In order to manage burial grounds within North Lanarkshire to the same standards, it is necessary 
to harmonise the existing Rules and Regulations adopted from each predecessor Authority. 
Following full consultation, this report proposes new rules and regulations for North Lanarkshire 
Council. 

B ac kq rou nd 

Burial grounds have transferred to North Lanarkshire Council from the previous Authorities 
namely; Strathkelvin District Council, Cumbernauld & Kilsyth District Council, Monklands District 
Council and Motherwell District Council. Each of these predecessor Authorities had a set of Rules 
and Regulations for their own burial grounds and it is necessary to harmonise these Rules and 
Regulations to ensure a consistent level of service is provided that is both efficient and effective. 

Current Position 

3.1 

3.2 

A draft set of Rules and Regulations has been prepared in conjunction with the Director 
of Administration. In order to ensure that these Rules and Regulations provide the best 
service for the people of North Lanarkshire, consultation meetings have taken place with 
the Clergy, Funeral Directors and Stonemasons. There have been three meetings held in 
November, 1996, January and February, 1997. Agreement has been reached on the 
Rules and Regulations attached with the following exception: 

RULES AND REGULATIONS - ITEMS 9/10/12 

Stonemasons wish no limit on the height of memorial stones but the Department wishes 
to make the best use of available land and needs to standardise the layout of Cemetery 
sections and in so doing standardise foundations which would dictate a maximum height 
limit for memorial stones. In addition, Stonemasons have suggested a refinement to the 
paperwork system currently required. 

Cont...// 
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4. I m DI ications 

4.1 RULES AND REGULATIONS - ITEMS 19/20 

The centralisation of Cemetery Administration has progressed through 1996 and ensures 
that Cemetery Administration, including record keeping is  organised in the most efficient 
and effective manner. Part of the administration process is the booking of interments and 
the scattering of ashes. Staff are available in a central office based at Souterhouse, 
Coatbridge, to take such bookings Monday to Friday of each week, including Public 
Holidays except Christmas and New Years Day for the former Monklands and Motherwell 
District Cemeteries. Committee will recall that the Saturday morning booking facility, 
operated by Motherwell District Council, was deleted as part of the 1996/97 revenue 
savings. The former Cumbernauld and Kilsyth District and Strathkelvin District Cemeteries 
take Saturday bookings occasionally but this is determined by whether or not staff are in 
attendance at the Cemetery. At the Consultation meetings it was requested that the 
Council consider providing Saturday morning bookings as part of the service. T h i s  would 
be possible within existing estimates with operational change. 

4.2 RULES AND REGULATIONS - ITEM 3 

It is intended that interments and the scattering of ashes in the former Cumbernauld and 
Kilsyth and Strathkelvin District Cemeteries are booked through the Cemetery office. 
However, the principle that the official lair register required as detailed in Rules and 
Regulations Item 3 is held in the Cemetery administration office would require that 
contact be made to this office to query Cemetery records. This can be achieved by phone 
call to the Cemetery office. 

4.3 RULES AND REGULATIONS - ITEMS 14/32 

During the year 1996/97, considerable problems have arisen in preventing the erection of 
kerbs, railings and fencing on lairs. In addition, the development of small gardens and 
the planting of shrubs has occurred. This is  a problem which our predecessor authorities 
found difficulty in addressing. Three issues arise from such activities namely, the 
disruption to grounds maintenance schedules leading to higher costs, health and safety 
concerns if a lair is to be excavated adjacent to kerbing and if a structure exists on a lair 
that requires to be excavated, problems may arise if the lair owner expects the Council to 
meet the costs of disturbing the structure. 

5. ODtions 

5.1 Committee agree Rules and Regulations subject to agreement with Stonemasons and set 
a date after which no kerbs, railing or other such structures and planting beyond the 50 
centimetre I im it are permitted. 

5.2 Committee amend Rules and Regulations as appropriate. 

Cont.. .// 
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6. Recommendation 

6.1 That Committee approve the draft Rules and Regulations for the Management of Burial 
Grounds. 

6.2 That Committee agree to the establishment of a Saturday booking service. 



NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF 
BURIAL GROUNDS WITHIN NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

1. In terms of Section 17 of the Burial Grounds (Scotland) Act 1855, as amended by the LocaI 
Government (Scotland) Act 1894, the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1929, the Local 
Government (Scotland) Act 1947 the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, and the Local 
Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994, the general management, regulation and control of all burial 
grounds situated within the local government area of North Lanarkshire (hereinafter referred to as 
“North Lanarkshire”) shall, subject to the provisions of the said Acts and the Rules and Regulations 
now made or which may in f ibre  be made thereunder, be vested in and exercised by North 
Lanarkshire Council (hereinafter referred to as “the Council”). 

2. Control of all burial grounds situated within North Lanarkshire shall be exercised by the Director of 
Leisure Senices of the Council or hidher nominated officer, and through him/her all orders and 
instructions shall be conveyed to the cemetery management, who shall see that these instructions are 
carried out. 

3. The Cemeteries Registrar shall keep the Register required by Section 3 1 of the said Act of 1855 and 
such Register shall be open to the inspection of any Council Tax payer resident within North 
Lanarkshire or any lair holder during normal business hours and without any fee being payable for 
any such inspection. 

4. A lair may only be purchased at the time of burial; pre-purchase of lairs is not permitted. Persons 
residing outwith North Lanarkshire may purchase the exclusive right of burial in a lair at the 
appropriate fee applicable at the time. The ha1  selection of the site of each lair shall be subject to 
the approval of the said Director of Leisure Services or hisker nominated officer. 

5 .  Each purchaser of an exclusive right of burial shall, on payment in full of the price set by the 
Council be furnished with a Lair Certificate in such form and subject to such conditions as the 
Council may prescribe which shall be held to confer on the purchaser the exclusive right of burial in 
the ground allocated in perpetuity but under reservation to any Superior of the ground or the Council 
as the case may be of the whole mines, metals, minerals and stone of every description in and under 
the ground; a purchaser shall have no claim against any Superior, or his successors or assignees, or 
the Mineral Tenants, or against the Council, for any damage or loss sustained or which may be 
sustained by past of fiture workings of the said mines, metals, minerals or stone, or of the working 
of the mines, metals, minerals or stone in and under any adjoining ground. If a Lair Certificate shall 
be mislaid, lost or accidentally destroyed application for a duplicate may be made to the Council on 
the Application for Issue of Duplicate Lair Certificate Form prescribed by the Council accompanied 
by payment of the fee set by the Council. Prior to issue of any duplicate Lair Certificate there shall 
be submitted to the Council such evidence or information as it may reasonably require concerning 
the circumstances of the loss or destruction of the original Lair Certificate. A Duplicate Lair 
Certificate shall be in such form and subject to such conditions as the Council may prescribe. 
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6.  The successor of a deceased purchaser or holder of a right of burial or, in the case of a special or 
specific bequest, the assignee of a deceased purchaser, or holder, shall on producing evidence of the 
right of succession, and on completion of the Application for Transfer of Lair Certificate Form 
prescribed by the Council and submission of said Form to the Council and payment of the fee set by 
the Council be entitled on payment of the appropriate fee to have his or her name entered in the 
Register and shall receive a Lair Transfer Certificate in such form and subject to such conditions as 
the Council may prescribe; and such person shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of the 
o r i g d  purchaser, provided always that the surviving spouse shall in all cases be entitled to be 
interred in the ground, the right of burial in which belonged to the deceased spouse at the time of 
h i h e r  death. All joint succession to or division of the right of burial is hereby expressly prohibited. 

7. Purchasers of the right of burial, or their successors or assignees as aforesaid, shall not be entitled to 
sell the same, other than to the Council, except with the prior written consent of the Council, nor 
shall they for pecuniary consideration be entitled to inter a stranger therein, but may transfer their 
right to a nominated person on completion by both parties of the appropriate Application for 
Transfer of Lair Certificate Form prescribed by the Council for that purpose, the submission of said 
form to the Council ,and on payment to the Council of the appropriate transfer fee set by the 
Council, whereupon a Lair Transfer Certificate shall be issued in such Form and subject to such 
conditions as the Council may prescribe. 

8. Any lairs in the said Register standing in the name of a person deceased shall require to be 
transferred to the successor or assignee, as aforesaid of the deceased, before being used. 

9. No tomb, monument, inscription, memorial stone, cleaning, painting or erection work of any kind 
shall be permitted until a plan or sketch of the same clearly showing the dimensions and indicating 
the type of material to be used, shall have been submitted to the said Director of Leisure Services or 
hisher nominated officer on behalf of the Council on the form prescribed for that purpose by the 
Council and approved in wrking, which approval may be subject to condition and in the case of a 
monument or memorial stone subject to payment of a foundation fee set by the Council; and all such 
work so approved shall be performed to the satisfaction of the Council and shall be kept in good 
order and repair at the expense of the lair holder who has erected, or permitted others to erect, them 
and should any lair holder fail to make any repair that is notified to him or her by the Director of 
Leisure Services or hisker nominated officer as being necessary within one month of such 
notification, then the Council may make (but shall not be bound to make) the repairs required, at the 
expense of the lair holder, and be entitled to recover the same by due process of law it being declared 
that in the event of the Council making such repairs they shall be relieved by the lair holder of any 
responsibility for any hurt, damage or injury caused to any person or thing as a result of the 
condition of the tomb, monument inscription, cleaning or erection work following the canying out of 
said repairs. No interment shall take place in ground in which the right of burial is held by any 
person liable in such expense while it remains unpaid. 

10. No memorial stone shall be more than one metre in height, one metre in width and thirty centimetres 
in breadth. The said Director of Leisure Services or hisher nominated officer may grant special 
permission for a memorial stone esceeding one metre in height but under no circumstances shall any 
memorial stone esceed one metre six9 centimetres in height. Memorial stones shall be at least eight 
centimetres less in width at the base than the width of the lair or lairs on which they are erected and 
there shall not be any projection beyond the width of the base. 

11. All work as aforesaid shall be camed out by onl!. Monumental Masons approved by the Council. 
Such approval shall be at the discretion of the said Director of Leisure Services or hisher 
nominated officer and shall be given only to those Monumental Masons who provide sufficient and 
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12. 

appropriate Public Liability insurance cover and shall have ehbited evidence thereof to the Council 
as it may from time to time reasonably require. 

In cases where lairs are less than ninety two centimetres in width, a five centimetres instead of eight 
centimetres clearance for memorial stones may be allowed at the discretion of the said Director of 
Leisure Services or hisher nominated officer. The depth of foundations (which must be solidly built) 
for memorial stones shall be a minimum of seventy six centimetres and the charge for each 
excavation for foundations, which shall be carried out by employees of the Council, shall be as set 
out in the then current scale of fees and charges. The charges shall include the removal of all 
surplus earth. The building of foundations in each case shall be carried out by a Monumental 
Mason approved by the Council as aforesaid at their own hand and must be completed to the 
satisf5ction of the said Director of Leisure Services or hisher nominated officer except where strip 
foundations are already constructed for which the appropriate fee set by the Council is payable. 

13. A sufficient space of ground shall be allowed for the erection of a memorial stone and an additional 
space of ground at the head of the grave of fifty centimetres shall be allowed on which may be placed 
small memorial vases or displays of flowers and planted material. No responsibility shall be 
accepted by the Council for such memorials includmg plant material. 

14. No kerbing, railing, fencing, chains, corner stones or markers of any description shall be allowed on 
any burial space from the date of enactment of these Rules and Regulations. 

15. No memorial benches will be allo\ved to be situated in any burial ground or Cemetery without prior 
written permission from the said Director of Leisure Services or hisher nominated officer. All 
applications for such permission shall be submitted on the form to be provided for that purpose by 
the Council and such permission may be granted subject to conditions. 

16. No dressing of lairs shall be carried out, nor shall agreements be entered into for such upkeep of 
lairs. 

17. No dressing of stones or work of any kind may be carried out by or on behalf of any lair holder 
which the said Director of Leisure Services or hlsher nominated officer deems objectionable and 
therefore no such work shall be pemutted within any burial ground until the written permission of the 
said Director of Leisure Services or hisher nonlinated officer has been obtained, and all rubbish 
whatever in connection with such work shall be removed without delay, failing which the said 
Director of Leisure Services or hisher nominated officer shall have the same carried out at the 
expense of the lair holder, and the Council shall be entitled to recover the said expense from the lair 
holder. 

18. All graves shall be prepared by persons appointed by the Council. No coffin or urn shall be interred 
at a depth less than s i lq  centimetres measured from the top of the coffin or um nor more than two 
hundred and forty centimetres deep where ground conditions allow and none shall be made within 
one hundred centimetres of the boundary walls of any burial ground. When, in consequence of a 
proposed interment, a monument or other erection is required to be moved, the expense of doing so 
shall be charged in addition to the usual fees of burial. The surface of any grave shall be kept as near 
as possible to the proper level or slope of the ground. 
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19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

SuEcient notice, and never less than two full w o r h g  days, shall be gwen to the said Director of 
Leisure Services or hidher normnated officer during the hours at which hisher business offices are 
open, of any proposed interment and all information which may be required by the direction of the 
Council shall be given to himher at the Same time. All applications for interment shall be made on 
the Application for IntermentfRequest for Interment of Non-Viable Foetus/Indemnity for Interment 
Forms provided for that purpose by the Council. 

The booking of all interments shall be taken at thie minute intervals. 

Persons in charge of military or other large funerals shall make prior arrangement therefor with the 
said Director of Leisure Services or hidher nominated officer. 

Notices of interment by telephone message shall require to be confirmed in writing not later than the 
first post on the day after recejpt of said telephone message and the Lax Certificate or Lair Transfer 
Certdicate, as aforesaid, shall require to be prduced not less than one working day prior to the 
burial for endorsement for each interment. 

All interments shall require to take place between 09.00 hours and 15.00 hours on Mondays to 
Thursdays inclusive, between 09.00 hours and 14.00 hours on Fridays, and between 09.00 hours and 
12.00 hours on Saturdays or othemise by arrangement.. For interments carried out after 15.00 
hours on Monday to Thursday inclusive, after 14.00 hours on Fridays, or on Saturdays or Public 
Holidays, an extra charge shall be made in accordance with the Council's then current scale of fes  
and charges. 

No grave in which a coffin has been laid beneath the s u h c e  of the ground shall be allowed to be 
opened without the consent of the Council. No more than four coilins shall be allowed in any one 
lair. 

Liberty shall be accorded to all orderly persons to visit any burial ground during the following hours, 
or such other hours as from time to time may be fised by the Council, viz:- 

From 1st April to 30 September - 

07.45 hours to 19.00 hours on Monday to Saturda?. inclusive. 
08.30 hours to 19.00 hours on Sunday. 

From 1st October to 3 1 March - 
08.00 hours to 16.00 hours on Monday to Saturday inclusive. 
08.30 hours to 16.00 hours on Sunday. 

All visitors to burial grounds situated witlun North Lanarkshire shall require to keep on the paths 
and roads. and except when tending a grave shall be strictly prohibited from touching monuments. 
plants or flowers. Children under the age of thirteen years shall not be adrmtted unless accompanied 
by a responsible adult. No dogs escept on a leash are permitted in any burial ground. 

No bail games of any description are permitted n i h n  any burial ground operated by the Council. 

All vehicles entering a cerneteqf must be driven carehlly and slo~idy and keep to the roadways. 

No interment shall take place on Sunda!~. Christmas Day or New Year's day in which case the 
Council in their discretion may specifi, one particular day for interments in cases of urgency. 
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30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

The Council shall have the entire and exclusive right to close to the public at any time all or any part 
of any burial grow4 if considered necessary, and without giving notice of their intention to do so. 

The said Director of Leisure Services or hsher  nominated officer shall be entitled at any time to 
have removed any person or persons who may conduct themselves improperly; hdshe shall also be 
entitled to prevent persons from entering during prohibited hours. No person shall be allowed w i h  
any burial ground after the hours fixed for admission of visitors as aforesaid. 

No shrubs or flowers shall be planted in any lair except with the prior witten approval of the said 
Director of Leisure Services or hidher nominated officer. and at the expense of the lair holder. The 
said Director of Leisure Services shall be entitled to have plants and shrubs pruned and if necessary 
removed if in hisker opinion, they have become too large, or, by spreading of their roots or 
branches, injury may be done to the ground: monuments, walks or roads. 

The fees and charges to be paid in connection with interments, purchase of lairs and other matters 
specified in these Rules and Regulations shall be in accordance with the scale of burial ground 
charges as set by the Council from time to time. 

All fees and charges to be paid in C O M ~ C ~ ~ O I I  with interments, purchase of lairs and other matters 
specified herein shall be paid to the Council. 

Cycling is strictly prohibited within any burial ground. Any person or persons contravening the 
foregoing shall be liable to the Council for any and all damage, injury or the like, which is 
occasioned thereby. 

The Council shall be at liberty to revise, alter or dspense with any or all of these Rules and 
Regulations when they see cause. and to enact others in their place. 

All previous Rules and Regulations made b!!: 

Motherwell District Council 
Monklands District Council 
Cumbemauld and Kilsyth District Council 
Strathkelvin District Council 
are hereby revoked 

Made and enacted by North Lanarkshire Council at a meeting held on the 
Nineteen Hundred and Ninety Six. 

................................. 

Signed: 

Signed: 

Signed: 

Certified a true copy. 

Signed: 
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