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To: THECOUNCIL 

From: DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 

Date: 26 June 1997 I Ref JAFDL 
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AGENDAMMb- 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: STANDING ORDERS: AREA 
COMMITTEES 

1. Background 

1.1 The Council, at its meetings on 4 April and 7 November 1996, approved Standing Orders for the 
regulation of proceedings and business at both meetings of the Council and meetings of 0 Committees and Sub-Committees. 

1.2 At its meeting on 20 February 1997 the Council took a number of decisions in relation to the 
establishment of Area Committees including 

(a) the establishment of 9 Area Committees 

(b) the Area Committees to be formal Council Committees with specific delegated authority 

(c) that the Area Committees report to the Policy and Resources (Community Development) 
Sub-Committee, and 

(d) that the Area Committees are composed of those Councillors whose wards are within the 
respective area boundaries agreed by the Council. 

1.3 The boundaries of the 9 Area Committees comprise the following wards:- 

81 Area Committee Ward Number 

Airdrie 41 - 50 

Coatbridge 31 - 4 0  

Cumbernauld 51 - 6 2  

Kilsyth and Villages 63 - 65 

Moodiesburn 66 - 69 
(Northern Corridor) 

Bellshill 21 - 3 0  

Motherwell 1 - 5 & 11 - 13 

Wishaw and Newmains 6 - 10, 14 - 16 & 19 

Shotts and Harthill 17, 18 & 20 

Membership 

10 

10 

12 

3 

4 

10 

8 

9 

3 
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1.4 

1.5 

1.6 

2.  

2.1 

In general those Committees are smaller than other Committees of the Council - two of the Area 
Committees comprise only three members - and, while Area Committees are Committees of the 
Council, they will have a direct relationship with the Policy and Resources (Community 
Development) Sub-Committee through which they will report. To accommodate the ways in 
which Area Committees differ from other Committees of the Council it is proposed that the 
Council’s Standing Orders for regulating proceedings and business of meetings of Committees 
and Sub-Committees be, in their application to Area Committees, varied in a number of respects. 
In particular the size of some of the Area Committees mean that issues of quorum and seconding 
proposals require to be examined. 

Attention is drawn specifically to the effect of there being Area Committees of such few 
members and the potential, under the present Standing Orders, for there to be inquorate meetings 
if, in some cases, only one member is unable to attend in a particular case. The present Standing 
Orders provide for a quorum of one quarter, subject to a minimum of three members. A 
reduction to a quorum of only two represents a practice which is not ideal (for instance the 
Chair’s view will always prevail in the event of disagreement because of the casting vote) but 
the following proposals to amend the Standing Orders are offered as the preferred solution. 

Area Committees are to report through the Policy and Resources (Community Development) 
Sub-Committee, presently consisting of twelve members. It is suggested that, in order to ensure 
that when minutes of the nine Area Committees are considered, whether for approval of 
recommendations or as a correct record of the meeting as the case may be, it would be 
appropriate to ensure that a member who is part of the Area Committee should be able to 
participate at the Community Development Sub-Committee. For that reason it is suggested that 
consideration be given to appointing the convener of each of the Area Committees to 
membership of the Sub-Committee. 

Proposals 

It is proposed that, to accommodate Area Committees, the Standing Orders of the Council for 
regulating proceedings and business at meetings of Committees and Sub-Committees be varied 
as follows 

In its application to Committees Standing Order No. 4, shall be amended as follows 

“All meetings of Committees, other than Area Committees, shall be held 
at the Civic Centre, Motherwell or such other place as the Council may 
determine. In the event of the Civic Centre becoming unavailable or in 
other special circumstances an alternative place for meeting shall be 
determined by the Director of Administration after consultation with the 
Convener. Meetings of Area Committees shall be held in such premises 
as the Director of Administration, after consultation with the Convener, 
shall, from time to time, determine”. 

Standing Order No. 18 shall be amended as follows 

“Minutes of Committee meetings shall be prepared by the Director of 
Administration and submitted to the next suitable meeting of, in the case 
of all Committees other than Area Committees, the Council and, in the 
case of Area Committees, the Policy and Resources (Community 
Development) Sub-Committee for acceptance as a correct record and, to 
the extent that such minutes do not record the exercise of delegated 
powers, for approval of the recommendations contained therein”. 

8 



3 

3 

(3) Standing Order No 19 shall be amended as follows 

e 

“The Member presiding at a meeting of a Committee shall move acceptance of 
the minutes of that meeting, with or without correction, as a correct record. 
Insofar as such minutes do not record the exercise of delegated power, that 
Member shall move approval, with or without amendment, of the minutes. In 
the absence of the Member presiding at the appropriate Committee, another 
Member may so move. No seconder shall be necessary unless intimation is 
made that an amendment to the motion is proposed in which case the motion 
must be seconded.” 

(4) In its application to Committees Standing Order No. 20 shall be amended as follows 

“A member may submit a Notice of Motion for consideration at any 
meeting of a Committee. Such Notice shall be in writing and shall be 
signed by the member giving the Notice, countersigned by one other 
member (except in the case of a Notice of Motion submitted for 
consideration at a meeting of an Area Committee, in which case 
countersignature of the Notice shall not be required) and delivered to the 
Director of Administration at least ten clear days (not including the date of 
receipt of the Notice and the date of the Committee Meeting) prior to the 
meeting of the Committee at which the Motion is to be considered. The 
Motion shall be printed on the agenda of the meeting of the Committee 
without prejudice to the right of the Chair to rule as to its competency”. 

(5) In its application to Committees Standing Order No. 23 shall be amended as follows 

“Subject to the provision of Standing Orders 19 and 55(I), before any 
discussion takes place a motion or amendment must be duly seconded, it 
being declared that the provisions of this Standing Order shall not apply to 
a motion or amendment proposed before an Area Committee, which 
motion or amendment shall not require to be seconded.” 

(6) In its application to Committees Standing Order No. 24 shall be amended as follows 

“Subject as aforesaid, any motion or amendment, other than a motion or 
amendment proposed before a meeting of an Area Committee, which is 
not seconded shall fall and will not be recorded in the Minutes.” 

(7) In its application to Committees Standing Order No. 25 shall be amended as follows 

“A member who has taken part in a vote or, except in the case of an Area 
Committee, who has moved a motion or amendment but failed to find a 
seconder may, if he or she so requests, have his or her dissent to the 
relevant decision recorded in the minutes. A member who has not taken 
part in a vote on the matter under discussion or who has not moved a 
motion or amendment but failed to find a seconder, shall not be entitled to 
have his or her dissent from the decision recorded in the minutes”. 

(8) In its application to Committees Standing Orders No. 27 shall be amended as follows 

“No member shall move or second more than one motion or amendment 
on a particular issue, although a member who has moved or seconded a 
motion or amendment, shall not be precluded from moving or seconding a 
fresh motion or amendment if the original motion or amendment is 
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withdrawn in terms of Standing Order 28, it being declared that, in its 
application to Area Committees, all references in this Standing Order to 
the seconding of a motion or amendment shall be delete”. 

(9)  In its application to Committees Standing Order No. 28 shall be amended as follows 

“A motion or amendment once moved and seconded shall not be altered or 
withdrawn without the Consent of the mover and the seconder, it being 
declared that, in its application to Area Committees, all references in this 
Standing Order to seconding a motion or amendment and to the seconder 
thereof shall be delete”. 

(1 0) In its application to Committees Standing Order No. 33 shall be amended as follows 

“When a motion and two or more amendments have been proposed and 
seconded, the vote shall be taken in the first instance between the motion and 
the amendment first proposed. The successful proposition from that vote shall 
be taken against the amendment next proposed and so forth until there remains 
only one amendment to be taken against the surviving proposition and 
whichever is carried shall become the decision of the meeting, it being declared 
that, in its application to Area Committees, all references in this Standing Order 
to the seconding of a motion or amendment shall be delete”. 

(1 1) Standing Order No. 53 shall be amended as follows 

“A Committee shall hold such meetings as the Council may from time to time 
prescribe but the Director of Administration shall call special meetings of a 
Committee at any time on being required to do so either by the Committee 
concerned or by the Convener of the Committee concerned or on receiving a 
requisition in writing for that purpose, specifying the business proposed to be 
transacted at the meeting and, in the case of all Committees other than Area 
Committees, signed by at least one quarter of the whole number of members of 
the Committee concerned and, in the case of an Area Committee, signed by at 
least one quarter of the whole number of the members of that Area Committee 
or two members of that Area Committee, whichever number shall be the greater, 
and such requisitioned meeting shall be held within fourteen days of the receipt 
by the Director of Administration of the requisition”. 

e 
(12) Standing Order 55(E) shall be amended as follows 

“In the case of a Committee exercising a delegated function in terms of the 
Scheme of Administration, where a vote is taken or dissent recorded under 
Standing Order 25, it shall be competent for at least one quarter of the 
members present and voting at the meeting to require that the delegated 
power be not exercised and that the matter under discussion be referred for 
determination to the relevant Committee (in the case of Sub-Committee) 
to the Council (in the case of a Committee other than an Area Committee) 
or to the Policy and Resources (Community Development) Sub- 
Committee (in the case of an Area Committee)”. 
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(13) Standing Order 55(G) shall be amended as follows 

“The quorum of members at any meeting of any Committee shall be at 
least one quarter of the whole number of members of the Committee at 
that date subject to the proviso that, with regard to all Committees other 
than Area Committees, in no case shall the quorum be less than three 
members and, with regard to Area Committees, in no case shall the 
quorum be less than two members”. 

3. Recommendations 

3.1 That the Council approve the foregoing amendments to the Standing Orders in order to 
accommodate Area Committees and instruct the Director of Administration to prepare an 
amended codified copy of those Standing Orders. 

0 3.2 That the remit and terms of reference of the Area Committees previously agreed by the Council 
be incorporated in the Scheme of Administration. 

3.3 That the Council give consideration to appointing the Conveners of the Area Committees to the 
Policy and Resources (Community Development) Sub-Committee. 

3.4 That in the context of the Council’s decision on the operation of the Area Committees from 
August 1997, the Council take up consideration of the appointment of Conveners of the Area 
Committees. 

3.5 That the Council authorise the Director of Administration to make arrangements for the calling 
of Area Committee meetings within the Committee timetable. 

Direct0 fAdministr tion v”y 

Members seeking further information on the contents of this report are asked to contact John Fleming, 
Head of Central Services on Extension 2228. 

I:\REPORTS\COUNCLWACTTE 




