
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (PROTECTIVE SERVICES) SUB - 
7 December 2004 

Motherwell, 7 December 2004 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (PROTECTIVE SERVICES) 
SUB-COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor McKenna, Convener; Councillors Cassidy, Gemmell, Gordon, Gorman, Gormill, Holloway, Irvine, 
McGhee, Maginnis, Saunders and Wilson. 

CHAIR 

Councillor McKenna (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Chief Committee Services Manager, and Head of Protective Services. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Brooks and Devine. 

LICENSING OF BUTCHERS’ SHOPS IN TERMS OF THE FOOD SAFETY (GENERAL FOOD 
HYGIENE) (BUTCHERS’ SHOPS) (AMENDMENT) SCOTLAND REGULATIONS 2000 

1. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
9 December 2003, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 December 2004 by the Director of 
Planning and Environment (1) reminding Members that the Food Safety (General Food Hygiene) 
(Butchers’ Shops) (Amendment) Scotland Regulations 2000 came fully into force on 2 October 2000; 
(2) advising that 54 licensed applications have been received, 53 of which had subsequently been 
approved; (3) reporting that the one outstanding application is currently being processed, and (4) 
detailing in an Appendix to the report a list of the premises for which applications have been received. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

INSPECTION STRATEGY FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF CONTAMINATED LAND - UPDATE 2004 

2. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 5 October 
2004, there was submitted a report dated 16 November 2004 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising Members that it was previously agreed to periodically review and update the 
inspection strategy for contaminated land to enable appropriate remediation action to be taken where 
any site meets the statutory definition of Contaminated Land; (2) advising that the strategy had 
subsequently been reviewed and that a copy of the updated review had been placed in the Local 
Government Library for the information of Members, and (3) intimating that further reports on the 
implementation of the inspection strategy would be submitted to the Sub-Committee in due course. 
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Decided: 

(1) that the review of the Identification Strategy for contaminated land be noted, and 

(2) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of this Sub-Committee on the 
implementation of the Strategy. 

TRADING STANDARDS SERVICE FIREWORKS CAMPAIGN 2004 

3. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 5 October 
2004, there was submitted a report dated 7 December 2004 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) outlining the background relative thereto; (2) reporting that the Trading Standards 
Service, as part of its annual operations programme, had visited premises registered to supply 
fireworks in order to ascertain that the explosives were being stored safely; (3) advising that the 
service offered information and guidance to the police service on how to deal with discoveries of 
fireworks in non-registered premises; (4) containing details of the outcome of the visits to premises 
registered to supply fireworks; (5) indicating that officers from the Trading Standards Service intend to 
hold a spring-time seminar to review this year’s operations and impending legislative changes and to 
which all proprietors of registered premises, or their representatives, will be invited, together with 
representatives of the Police and Fire Services, and (6) providing details of instances where fireworks 
had been seized or additional guidance issued to firework traders. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY ENFORCEMENT - HELA CHANGES TO PRIORITY PLANNING 
ARRANGEMENTS 

4. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
9 December 2003, there was submitted a report dated 7 December 2004 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) advising that the Health and Safety Commission (HSC) have consulted a wide 
range of stakeholders on implementation on “Workplace Health and Safety in Great Britain to 2010 
and Beyond” and “Local Authorities and HSE Working Together”; (2) reminding Members that in 
October 2003 the Health and Safety Executive/Local Authority Enforcement Liaison Committee 
(HELA) endorsed the approach by Local Authorities to meet the HSCs “Revitalising Health and 
Safety” priority programme targets; (3) confirming that the HSE and a number of pilot Local Authorities 
had adopted revised operational procedures and, that after evaluation, it had been agreed to roll out 
the pilot scheme to all Local Authorities; (4) reporting that the changes are being introduced to ensure 
that all enforcing authorities focus their resources on areas of high risk, this being achieved by 
increasing the frequency of inspection for the highest risk premises, removing the need to include the 
lowest risk premises in an inspection programme and by directing inspections towards the areas 
identified as contributing nationally to the highest rates of accidents and ill health at work; (5) advising 
that the Department‘s operational plan for the Environmental Health Service for 2005/2006 will include 
revised arrangements, and (6) stating that this new approach of directing inspections towards high 
risk areas had been piloted in North Lanarkshire Council. 

Decided: that the revised Health and Safety priority planning arrangements be noted. 
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FOOD STANDARDS AGENCY - FUNDING TO ASSIST BUSINESSES TO DEVELOP HACCP BASE 
FOOD SAFETY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 

5. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 10 August 
2004, there was submitted a report dated 7 December 2004 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) reminding Members (a) of the requirements for all food businesses to put into place 
Food Safety Management Procedures (FSMP) based on Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point 
(HACCP) principles by 1 January 2006, and (b) that the Government have provided the Food 
Standards Agency with f 4 m  of additional funding over the two financial years 2004/2005-2005/2006 
for the purpose of assisting catering businesses with the introduction of the new measures; (2) 
reporting that the FSA had decided that f3.5m of the funding should be offered to Local Authorities on 
the basis that the Councils would make appropriate arrangements to assist local caterers to meet their 
statutory responsibilities, with the remaining f0.5m being set aside to meet administration and 
publicity costs; (3) giving details of the criteria for applications for funding, which include the naming of 
a Link Officer by each Local Authority, and confirming that a Senior Environmental Health Officer had 
been appointed as Link Officer on a temporary basis, and (4) indicating that, in support of the 
initiative, the Food Standards Agency was promoting a Food Safety Award Scheme to be known as 
Eat Safe. 

Decided: 

(1) that the report be noted, and 

(2) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of this Sub-Committee advising 
Members of further progress. 

FOOD SAFETY TRAINING INITIATIVE 

6. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 
24 February 2004, there was submitted a report dated 7 December 2004 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) outlining the background relative thereto; (2) indicating that since the launch of 
the Food Safety Training Initiative over 2,000 food handlers have now received some form of food 
safety training; (3) proposing that further funding be provided to Colleges in North Lanarkshire and the 
North Lanarkshire Volunteer Centre in order to support the scheme in 2005406, and (4) confirming that 
the proposed training initiative costs of f35,000 can be fully funded from available revenue budget 
resources, which have been specifically provided for food safety purposes. 

Decided: 

(1) that the provision of f35,000 to support Food Safety Training Initiatives in Colleges in North 
Lanarkshire and by the North Lanarkshire Volunteer Centre be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 
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