
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (ROADS AND TRANSPORT) SUB - 8 December 
2004 

Motherwell, 8 December 2004 at 2 pm. 

A Meeting of the PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (ROADS AND TRANSPORT) 
SUB-COMMITTEE 

PRESENT 

Councillor Wilson, Convener; Councillors Barrie, J. Coyle, Gray, Homer, McGuigan, McKenna, W. Martin, 
Moran and M. Murray. 

CHAIR 

Councillor Wilson (Convener) presided. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

The Committee Services Officer; Head of Roads and Transportation and Traffic and Transportation Manager, 
Department of Planning and Environment. 

APOLOGIES 

Provost Connelly and Councillors Burns, Hogg, Lyle, McKendrick and Shaw. 

WELCOME 

The Convener welcomed Jim Watson, Head of Roads and Transportation to his first meeting of Planning and 
Environment (Roads and Transport) Sub-Committee since his appointment. 

INFRASTRUCTURE CONTRACT - TENDER EVALUATION 

1. With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Environment (Roads 
and Transport) Sub-Committee held on 12 February 2003, there was submitted a report dated 
8 December 2004 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) providing details on the tenders 
received in respect of the provision and maintenance of Bus Shelters and Bus Stops; (2) outlining the 
background to the report; (3) containing his proposals and considerations, and (4) recommending, for 
the reasons detailed within the report, (a) that the current Bus Infrastructure Contract be not awarded; 
(b) that further contract negotiations take place with the two existing local contractors namely Adshel 
and Commutaports Limited; (c) that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the 
Sub-Committee, and (d) that it be noted that funding for the work was included within the existing 
Departmental budgets. 

Decided: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

that the current Bus Infrastructure Contract be not awarded; 

that further contract negotiations should take place with the two existing local contractors 
being Adshel and Commutaports Limited; 

that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of the Sub-Committee, and 

(4) that it be noted that the funding for this work was included within the existing Departmental 
budgets. 
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THE TRANSPORT (SCOTLAND) BILL AND CONSULTATION ON STATUTORY REGIONAL 
TRANSPORT PARTNERSHIPS 

2. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 8 October 
2003, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 December 2004 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) advising of the content of a new Transport (Scotland) Bill and associated 
consultation papers issued by the Scottish Executive on the creation of Statutory Regional Transport 
Partnerships to replace both Westrans and Strathclyde Passenger Transport; (2) indicating that the 
Transport (Scotland) Bill would take forward the proposals outlined in the White Paper “Scotland’s 
Transport Future” which followed the previous consultation “A Partnership for a Better Scotland”, the 
response to which was attached in Appendix 2 to the report; (3) detailing (a) the powers contained in 
the Bill, and (b) the supplementary proposals contained therein; (4) summarising the further 
consultation being undertaken by the Minister for Transport; (5) indicating that the responses to the 
consultation exercise were to be received by the Scottish Executive before 19 January 2005; (6) 
attaching, as Appendix 1 to the report, the submission made on 16 November 2004 by the Society of 
Chief Officers of Transportation to the Local Government and Transport committee, and (7) 
recommending (a) that the areas where the Council’s views were sought, be noted; (b) that the 
timescale for response be noted; (c) that the views of the Council on the consultation of the Statutory 
Partnerships be submitted by the due date by the Director of Planning and Environment following 
consultation with the Convener of Planning and Environment; (d) that the opportunity to represent the 
views of the Council direct to the Local Government and Transport committee be considered, and (e) 
that the contents of the report be noted. 

Decided: 

(1) that the areas where the Council’s views were sought, be noted; 

(2) that the timescale for responses to the consultation exercise be noted; 

(3) that the views of the Council on the consultation on the Statutory Partnerships be submitted 
by the Director of Planning and Environment by the due date following either consultation with 
the Convener of Planning and Environment or the consideration of a further report by a 
special meeting of the Planning and Environment committee; 

(4) that the opportunity to represent the views of the Council directly to the Local Government 
and Transport committee, be further considered by the Director of Planning and Environment, 
and 

(5) that the report be otherwise noted. 

UPDATE ON RAIL PROJECTS AND STUDIES 

3. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 13 August 
2003, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 26 November 2004 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) updating the Committee on the various rail-related projects and studies 
underway which have an impact on the rail infrastructure and services within North Lanarkshire; (2) 
seeking support for lobbying the Scottish Executive to implement the findings of the Glasgow - 
Edinburgh via Shotts study; (3) outlining the background to the report; (4) summarising the current 
situation with regard to (a) Gartcosh Station; (b) Greenfauld Station; (c) the Airdrie-Bathgate Rail Line; 
(d) the Glasgow - Falkirk Rail Line / Allandale Station; (e) the Caledonian Express (Shotts Line) and 
(9 Motherwell Station, and (5) recommending (a) that further lobbying of the Scottish Executive to 
gain approval and funding for the Caledonian Express improvements on the Shotts line, be approved, 
and (b) that the contents of the report be noted. 
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Decided: 

(1) that further lobbying of the Scottish Executive to gain approval and funding for the Caledonian 
Express improvements on the Shotts Line be approved, and 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

PETITION FOR A SPEED CAMERA FOR HOLYTOWN CROSS AREA 

4. With reference to paragraph 17 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Environment 
Committee held on 15 September 2004, there was submitted a report dated 8 December 2004 by the 
Director of Planning and Environment (1) advising the Sub-Committee of investigations carried out 
following receipt of a petition from residents in the Holytown area for a Speed Camera to be installed 
at the Holytown Cross area; (2) outlining the background to the report; (3) containing his observations 
on the results of the investigation; (4) setting out the guidelines and criteria for qualifying for the 
provision of Speed Cameras; (5) indicating, for the reasons detailed in the report, that the results of 
the investigation revealed a situation well below the threshold required to justify the installation of a 
Speed Camera at Holytown Cross area, and (6) recommending (a) that no further action be taken in 
respect of the petition, due to the number of personal injury road accidents, and the 8!jth percentile 
vehicle speed both failing to meet the criteria required for the use of a Speed Camera to be justified; 
(b) that future monitoring of the site would be carried out by the Police and the Department of 
Planning and Environment, and (c) that the contents of the report be noted. 

Decided: 

(1) that no further action be taken in respect of the Petition due to the number of personal injury 
road accidents and the 85th percentile vehicle speed, both failing to meet the criteria required 
for the use of a Speed Camera to be justified; 

that the Director of Administration advise the petitioners accordingly; 

that it be noted that future monitoring of this site would be carried out by the Police and the 
Department of Planning and Environment, and 

that the report be otherwise noted. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

AlRDRlE - BATHGATE RAIL LINK 

5. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Sub-Committee held on 11 August 
2004, there was submitted a report dated 8 December 2004 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) updating members on progress with the re-opening of the Airdrie - Bathgate Rail 
Link; (2) outlining the background to the report; (3) detailing the benefits for North Lanarkshire and the 
City Regions of Glasgow and Edinburgh if the Rail Link was re-established; (4) outlining the 
sustainability implications and corporate considerations; (5) indicating that an Economic and Location 
Impact Study (EALI) was expected to be completed by the end of the financial year at a cost of 
approximately f40,000 with the Council meeting a quarter of the cost which would be met from 
existing Planning and Transportation budgets; (6) advising that the re-opening of the line would 
contribute positively to the Council's Social Inclusion and Economic Regeneration objectives, and (7) 
recommending that the contents of the report be noted. 

Decided: that the report be noted. 
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