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Purpose of Report 

To provide Committee with details of the finalisation of the four quarterly waste 
compositional analyses carried out on behalf of the Council by Jacobs Babtie. 

Background 

The National Waste Plan, incorporating the completed Area Waste Plans, was launched 
by the Scottish Executive on 24 February 2003. It provides a framework within which 
Scotland can reduce the amount of waste produced and approaches waste management 
in a more sustainable manner. It laid down a strategy by which Scotland could meet its obligations 
under the terms of the EU Landfill Directive. 

The Landfill Directive requires the progressive reduction in the landfilling of Biodegradable 
Municipal Solid Waste to: 

0 

0 

0 

75% of 1995 levels by 2010 
50% of 1995 levels by 2013 
35% of 1995 levels by 2020 

The Scottish Executive has established a specific grant scheme known as the Strategic 
Waste Fund, used for allocating money to Local Authorities to invest in plans to help 
implement the National Waste Strategy. 

Sustainability Implications 

Waste must increasingly be managed as part of an integrated process that entails a shift 
from the current culture of waste disposal to one of resource management that will make a 
significant contribution towards promoting a more sustainable infrastructure and economy 
in Scotland. 

Proposals I Considerations 

In order to assess the composition and biodegradable content of the domestic waste 
stream arising with North Lanarkshire, Jacobs Babtie was commissioned to carry out a 
waste audit consisting of four seasonal Municipal Solid Waste composition audits. 

The waste composition study was designed to provide data on the composition of 
Municipal Sold Waste to enable detailed planning of waste management, recycling and 
recovery strategies within the Council, which contribute to the National Waste Strategy 



Scotland. 
assess the seasonal variations in Municipal Solid Waste composition. 

The four waste composition audits were undertaken quarterly, in order to 

4.3 The timetable was as follows; 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Summer Audit - 23rd to 27'h June 2003 
Autumn Audit - 6'h to 1 Oth October 2003 
Winter Audit - gth to 1 3'h February 2004 
Spring Audit - lo th  to 14'h May 2004 

4.4 The results were reported in four separate reports. A final report was prepared to provide 
an overall interpretative report drawing together the conclusions of the individual reports 
by; 

0 Comparing seasonal variation in waste composition. 
0 Comparing seasonal variation of potential recyclable materials and quantities of green 

waste. 
0 Comparing seasonal variation of waste composition for different ACORN 

classifications. 
Providing an overall average waste composition. 

4.5 The main findings of the study based on the 4 seasonal audits are as follows: 

The revised total waste tonnage collection data for North Lanarkshire Council has 
confirmed that the majority of housing in North Lanarkshire is likely to be located in urban 
areas. 

The average waste collected per household over the four seasons was 21.18kg. The 
average waste per household in mixed areas (22.53kg per household) was higher than in 
urban areas (20.27 kg per household). 

The study indicates that the average figures obtained from the composition of waste in 
North Lanarkshire generally correspond to the range reported in a number of studies 
including the Scottish Analyses and other studies conducted in the UK. In particular, North 
Lanarkshire falls within the expected range for key waste materials (i.e. paper and card, 
putrescibles, glass, cans and textiles. 

Paper & Card and putrescibles were identified as the categories with the widest range of 
seasonal variation over the 4 audits. Within the BMW sub categories, garden waste and 
kitchen waste demonstrated the greatest fluctuation in proportion over the 4 audits. Within 
the dry recyclable sub categories, paper (comprising newspapers and pamphlets and 
other recyclable paper) demonstrated the widest fluctuation over the 4 audits. 

The high proportion of putrescibles particularly kitchen waste and garden waste identified 
in the audits indicates that the collection of these wastes via a kerbside collection could 
contribute towards diversion targets. In addition, in the absence of a treatment system for 
kitchen wastes, the use of green cones could contribute to the reduction of this waste. 
Due to the variation observed in garden waste production, a kerbside collection of both 
garden and kitchen waste is likely to provide more consistent tonnages over the 4 
seasons. 

A high proportion of dry recyclables was identified over the four seasons, particularly 
paper and card, glass, textiles and ferrous and non-ferrous cans. Since the majority of 
housing in North Lanarkshire Council is located in urban areas, kerbside collections 



targeting these materials is considered appropriate for these areas and is likely to 
increase Council recycling rates. 

A copy of the final interpretative report is available within the Members Library. 
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Corporate Considerations 

The actions reported to the Committee are consistent with Policy and there are no 
Personnel, Finance or Property implications in the Report. 

Recommendations 

To note the contents of the report. 

To remit this report to Community Services Committee for information. 

p David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

19 January 2005 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please 
contact Crawford Morgan, on 01236 616203 


