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Purpose of Report 

To inform Committee of a consultation by the Scottish Executive on the Scottish Climate 
Change Programme and to seek the views of Committee on an appropriate response. 

Bac kg rou nd 

In the four years since the Executive published its Scottish Climate Change Programme, 
the profile of climate change in the political, media and public arenas has grown steadily. 
The main catalyst for this growth in concern would appear to be the fact that the impacts of 
global climate change are becoming ever more evident: rainfall patterns are changing, sea 
levels are rising, glaciers are retreating, Arctic sea-ice is thinning and the incidence of 
extreme weather is increasing in many parts of the world. 

Globally, 2003 was the third warmest year since records began in 1861. In Europe, 
widespread flooding devastated several central European cities in 2002, while an 
unprecedented heat wave led to over 20,000 additional deaths in 2003. In 2004 and 
already in 2005, parts of the UK and Scotland suffered the crippling and tragic effects of 
storms, flash floods and landslips. Whilst we cannot say that any one weather event is due 
to climate change, the frequency of extreme weather events, like those above, will increase 
because of it. 

Climate change is a global problem which will require global solutions, but developed 
countries like Scotland must be the first to reduce their emissions. Scotland has an 
important role to play in contributing to wider efforts to slow the pace of climate change. 

In accordance with the commitment made in the Scottish Programme, the Executive is now 
undertaking a formal review to coincide with the review of the UK Programme. This review, 
to which responses to this consultation will contribute, will consider whether there is a need 
to strengthen existing measures or introduce new ones to ensure that the Executive 
continues to meet its climate change obligations and commitments. Revised UK and 
Scottish Programmes will be published in the first half of 2005. 

Sustainability Implications 

The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Kyoto Protocol and the UK and 
Scottish Climate Change Programmes represent international and national responses to a 
key issue of sustainability. The review is a timely attempt to bring the Scottish programme 
up-to-date and to identify the key issues and the actions needed to respond to them. 
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Key Issues 

The Consultation Paper seeks responses to a total of 59 questions. The main topics 
covered are: 

whether Scotland should have its own target for reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 
should there be changes to the emissions trading scheme 
how can further energy efficiency be achieved, including the contribution that can be 
made by the business sector 
the scope for additional emissions savings from the transport sector; the residential 
sector; agriculture and forestry; the public sector 
the scope for additional emissions savings from improving waste management 
practices 
the scope for additional savings from the building standards 
what further measures are needed to adapt to climate change, how can priorities be 
identified and who should take lead responsibility and should there be an enforcement 
mechanism 
how can the partnership approach and campaigning be more effective. 

North Lanarkshire Council Response 

The views of Committee members will be welcomed on any of the issues raised in this 
consultation. As the Questionnaire has an extensive topic range and covers complex 
technical issues, I have sought views from officers in Housing and Property and Planning 
and Environment. 

The main points recommended as North Lanarkshire Council’s response are that: 

On balance, it is beneficial to have a Scottish target for reducing greenhouse emissions 
A high priority should be given to demand - side management through education, 
promotion and incentives 
Partnership between the public and private sector such as the Righead Industrial Estate 
Sustainable Development scheme demonstrates the benefits to be gained from energy 
efficiency 
There is great scope for improvement in the residential sector - while local authorities 
and housing associations have made energy efficiency a high priority and new homes 
in the private sector are improving more needs to be achieved in existing private sector 
dwellings. 

A full response will be prepared for submission to the Scottish Executive by the closing 
date of 28 February. It is recommended that Committee agrees to the response being 
prepared by the Director of Planning and Environment, in consultation with the Convenor of 
the Planning and Environment Committee. 

Corporate Considerations 

There are no financial, legal or personal implications for the Council directly related to this 
report. The subject of the report, however, is of major importance to the Council and to all 
stakeholders in the North Lanarkshire Partnership. It is vital that the Council and all 
partners give a very high priority to ensuring the maximum possible contribution to energy 
saving and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 



7. Recommendation 

That Committee 

(a) 
(b) 

notes the contents of this report and 
authorises the Director of Planning and Environment, in consultation with the 
Convenor of Planning and Environment Committee, to respond in detail to the 
Consultation from the Scottish Executive. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (1 7 January 2005) 

Local Government Access to Information Act: for further information about this report, please 
contact Phi1 Gaunt on 01236 616252. 

Background Papers: 

Scottish Executive: Review of the Scottish Climate Change Programme - available at 
www. Scotland, qov. u Wconsu I tat ions 


